
Homily: Turn to Thank Jesus 

 

A woman raised in faith, but had stopped going to church, gave her life to 

Jesus. 

She went back to church. The Church and Mass was very formal and very 

solemn. The cantor began singing the Alleluia — very slow, very serious, very 

formal. 

But this woman, full of joy, couldn’t hold it in. She cried out, “Alleluia! Praise 

the Lord!” 

The usher came over quickly, and said, “Excuse me, ma’am,” he said, “that’s 

not appropriate here.” 

She said, “But I’ve found Jesus! I’ve found religion!” 

And he said, “Well, you didn’t find it here — now please sit down.” 

 

Worship can be something we merely endure. 

Similarly, worship can be merely private feelings. 

Jesus wants you, me, and us, to give individual and collective worship that is 

personal, alive, full of thanksgiving! 

 

“Jesus was passing along between Samaria and Galilee.” 

Galilee was religious — full of people who knew the Scriptures, who prayed, 

who kept the rituals. 

Samaria was more spiritual, less religious. People believed in God, but 

expressed it in their private way. 

Jesus walks between them.  

He wants to bring what is personal, together. 

Don’t be satisfied with only fulfilling obligations to worship – as good as that is 

– without authenticity. 

Don’t be satisfied with merely private worship – as good as that is - and 

neglect weekly Mass. 



Together, commit to weekly worship to make it personal, alive, and 

meaningful! 

 

The ten lepers call out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 

The lepers made a decision to come under Jesus’ authority. Coming under 

Jesus’ authority healed them. 

When did you make that conscious decision — to come under Jesus’ 

personal authority, to live a life in his spirit? I don’t mean the church’s 

authority, I mean Jesus’. When you do, he brings healing. 

 

The 9 lepers who keep walking are thankful that they’re healed. They can fit 

in again. Life can be ‘normal’. However, they’re not thankful that Jesus 

healed them. 

To what extent do you ask God for things so life can be easier, or you can 

better fit in, and forget about thanking Jesus personally? 

The Samaritan turns to thank Jesus.  

Then he goes to ritual worship.  

He’s not just thankful for being healed and reintegrated into normal society. 

He’s thankful for Jesus healing him. 

Ritual worship is transformed because he can give thanks for Jesus 

personally. 

 

I give you permission, in this parish, for your worship to be personal.  

For example, during songs or prayers, you can: 

Place your hands on your heart – like you want God to fill your heart. 

Place your hands open – like you’re receiving a gift. 

Raise your hands – ancient ‘orans’ position – like you’re a child wanting to be 

picked up! 

Or place your hands together – expressing desire. 

However, don’t manufacture emotions.  



Let the Holy Spirit move you to express your love and thanksgiving to God. 

 

Jesus said to the Samaritan: “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you 

well.” 

In the same way, “Rise”, go back to your same homes, your work, your 

friendships, but in a new way. 

Make time each day to stop, turn, and thank Jesus. 

Set reminders on your phone — when you wake up, at 10am, noon, 3pm, 

6pm, and before bed. 

Pause for ten or thirty seconds and simply say, 

“Thank you, Jesus. I come under your authority. Heal me. Thank you for loving 

me.” 

 

That’s how we become more thankful individually. 

That’s how our collective worship is transformed too. 

 

Prayer 

Jesus, Master, I make the decision to come under your personal authority. 

Come into my heart. 

Bring healing to me in this area of my life …. 

Help me to practice daily being thankful. 

Transform our collective worship to express even more thanksgiving. 

Help me to tell others how life-giving being your disciple is too, for their 

healing. In Jesus’ name, amen! 

 


