Homily for All Saints: “The Biggest and Best Party in the World”

Before | was a priest, during university, | worked most summers at a summer
camp in Florida. When the kids went home for the weekend, a group of
about 40 of us us decided to head down to Miami. There was a new,

exclusive nightclub everyone was talking about.

So, we joined the long queue outside. The doormen walked along the line
and selected who could go in. All these tall, tanned, good-looking people
were getting waved through while the rest of us tried to look good enough to

be noticed!

When a few from our group got chosen, the rest of us celebrated. The funny
thing was, the more we celebrated our friends being let in, the more the
bouncers noticed the rest of us enjoying ourselves and subsequently let us all

in!

When the rest of us finally goft let in, those let in before celebrated our arrival

saying “they let *you* inlg”

Do you ever wonder what has happened to your departed loved onese Do
you ever wonder what will happen to you? Do you ever wonder what

heaven will be like?

Today, on the Solemnity of All Saints, we celebrate all the saints (known and

unknown) being in the biggest and best party in the universe.

They and you don't get in to heavenly party because you're perfect, rich,

popular, or morally good enough. You get in because Jesus waives you in!

This feast is part of a sacred rhythm called Allhallowtide — three holy days

that help us celebrate and prepare ourselves for the heavenly party:

- Oct 31 - All Hallows’ Eve (Halloween): praying for protection and giving

thanks for the sainfts.



«Nov 1 - All Saints’ Day: celebrating those in glory.

«Nov 2 - All Souls’ Day: praying for the faithful departed, those God is

healing to enjoy fully the heavenly party!

What is the heavenly party going to be like?e

Unique - In Revelation we hear: “Behold, a great multitude that no one
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages.”

Some people worry that if they give their lives to Jesus, they'll lose their
personality — that faith makes everyone the same. The truth is the opposite.

The saints are all unique.

There are people from every language, every face, every nationality, every
skin colour celebrating in heaven! Jesus relates to you uniquely. Don't be
afraid to be yourself with Jesus. Be real. Don't judge people for being

different. Celebrate yours and other people’s differences!

Similar - St John tells us: “When he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall
see him as he is.”

We must celebrate uniqueness. And we need to celebrate what makes us
similar. The saints are united in celebration because they are similar to Jesus

— they share his one spirit of joy, peace, and love.

Instead of dressing up as something scary this Halloween, why not dress as
someone like Jesus: someone good, kind, brave, a saint, a hero, or a loved
one who showed you love. In the party, people are similar to Jesus in spirit

and love.

Blessed - Jesus says: “Blessed are the poor in spirit..."”
Jesus doesn’t mean we should chase hardship. Instead, you are blessed

when you face inevitable challenges with Him. Why<¢ Because Jesus Himself



was poor in spirit, meek, merciful, and pure of heart — and He was the most

blessed of all.

What challenge are you going through today? Don't face them alone.
Don’'t run away from them either. Face them with Jesus as your friend. That's
how the saints lived — and that’s how they were blessed. Live your

challenges with Jesus: be blessed.

We don’t need to reject Halloween — we can reclaim it.
« Come to Mass for All Sainfs.

. Light candles for loved ones before All Souls’ Day.

. Pray the Litany of the Saints at home.

« Encourage “Saints and Heroes” costumes.

« Welcome ftrick-or-treaters with kindness and maybe a small blessing or

prayer card.

Halloween isn't a night to celebrate evil —it's a fime to celebrate all the
saints (known and unknown) in the biggest and best party in the universe. In

heaven, they and you are: unique, similar, and blessed in Jesus.
Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank you that through you, I'm invited to the biggest and best
party in the world with all the saints, known and unknown.

Thank you that each of them is unique — give me courage to be me.
Thank you that they are similar to you in love — make me more like you.
When | face challenges, bless me by being with me through them.

And help us all fo join in the celebration of your love, now and forever.

Amen.



