Lateran Basilica - You are God’s temple, in Jesus

A doctor tells the parents of an only child, “I'm sorry — your child is going to
die.” Crying, they plead, “Is there anything that can be done?¢”

The doctor hesitates: “There's one possibility. A new treatment — not yet fully
approved — but early results are good. It would mean big changes: diet,
exercise, constant monitoring.”

The parents embrace him: “We'll try anything!” They do, and the child lives.

That story is a picture of the Church today. The Church in the West is dying.
Congregations are shrinking; few are returning; parishes are merging or closing.
Many Catholics carry on as usual. Like the dying child, we have to ask: is there

anything else we can do¢ Even if there’s only a 1% chance of success?
Yes — and it involves YOU.

Today's readings tell us that God comes to people through Jesus: “[Jesus] was
speaking about the temple of his body.” (John 2:21) Jesus is the new temple of

God. People come to God through Jesus.

Jesus comes to people through the physical temple — through the sacraments:
Ezekiel says, “l saw water flowing from the temple, and all to whom this water

came were healed.”

And God comes to people through you: “You are God's temple, and God’s
Spirit dwells in you.” (1 Cor 3:16) As you follow Jesus, you become God’s

temple, His Spirit in you.

For centuries, the Church has rightly emphasised that God comes through Jesus
and the temple (sacraments). For over 1500 years when society was Christian,
the Church celebrated the sacraments, had devotions, and taught. That was

enough. That worked.



But today, for the first time since census records began, fewer than half in this
country call themselves Christian — and many of them may not practice. We
see it in our families; our loved ones no longer practice, and can sometimes
even be against the church — sometimes for good reasons. It hurts. We ask:
What did | do wrong¢

It's not your fault. The world has changed. The church needs to suitably adapt.

However, it isn't living out it's teaching.

Vatican Il teaches that the Church isn’t only supposed to bring God to people
through the temple (sacraments, devotions, and teaching). Jesus said, “All
authority in heaven and earth has been given to me... [Now you], go make
disciples.” (Mt. 28:19).

My and your responsibility as baptised Catholics is to make disciples. What is a

disciple?

Couples married for decades can tell the story about how they first met.
They're able to describe their wedding day. They're able to share stories about
their children — if they have been so-blessed. They're able to reflect on their

own relationship —in the ups and downs.

In a similar way, a disciple is someone who is able and willing to share a story

about:

1. How they first met Jesus personally.

2. When they first made an exclusive commitment to him.

3. Helping others meet him — having spiritual babies.

4. Reflect that in the ups and downs of life, Jesus has been their best friend.

Every baptised person is called to tell a story about Jesus. Yet there is still a large

gap between what the church teaches about your role, and how parishes live.



You have a vital role in the future of the church. You are God’s temple.

| dream of a Church where you, and every Catholic, can appropriately share
your story of Jesus, and feel responsible for Jesus’ mission. | dream that we grow
in such a way, that some in this parish will help other parishes to be similarly

transformed!
Our parish *Way of Life’ is how renewal happen:s:

1. Community — When invited to an event (Christmas carol concert) or to help
(bazaar), say yes if you can. People need the warmth of church community

now more than ever — it needs you.

2. Evangelisation — If you're curious about faith or how to share it, fry Alpha
(starting Jan 11th). Alpha is helping us rediscover Jesus and transform our

experience of Church.

3. Worship — Help make Sunday Mass a place where your non-practising loved
ones are loved into a relationship God. Join a team: welcome, hospitality,

prayer ministry, music, or reading.

4. Formation — The question is not ‘am | being formed?’ The question is ‘what
am | being formed by?2’ Talk and pray with family and friends regularly about

life-faith. ‘Do’ church outside of church — YOU are God'’s temple.

5. Service — | will never ask you to serve as a “favour to Father.” Serve because
you are being called by Jesus to use your gifts. If someone invites you, they've

seen something in you. Try it if you can.

Renewal needs Jesus. Renewal needs the temple (sacraments, devotions, and

teachings). Most importantly today, renewal needs you.

Many of you already give so much. Thank you. You are helping renew the

churchl



The church is dying. Like that family in the story, there may only be a 1% chance
of revival.

I'm willing to take that chance. What are you willing to do to take that 1%

chance with me?¢



