
Turn to Jesus 

Thank you for welcoming my brother Aidan, his wife Julia, and my little 

nephew Nico last week. Aidan hasn’t been to Sunday Mass in about 20 

years. In response to the music, the welcome, and the overall message he 

said to the rest of my non-churchgoing family: “just finished mass. I have to 

say, mass by Damian was very different to when we were children. Honestly, 

so proud. Amazing!” I don’t know if my brother will come back to Jesus – I 

hope it is a positive step though. This is what can happen when we suitably 

adapt Mass (re: hymns, homilies, and hospitality) to help people turn to Jesus. 

John the Baptist says in the Gospel today: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand.” 

“Repent” does not mean “behave”, “be perfect”, or “fix yourself so God 

might finally accept you.” 

The Greek word metanoia means turn—change direction, re-orient your life 

toward God. It’s not primarily moral. It’s spiritual. It’s relational. 

The kingdom of God is found in a person: Jesus. In Jesus, God is near to you 

right now. In Mt. 28:20, Jesus promised his disciples, “I am with you until the 

end of time.”  

The message today is turn to Jesus. He is already close to you.  

We can turn to him in 3 ways: in the wilderness, to a direct relationship with 

God, to live like Jesus. 

Turn to Jesus in the wilderness. 

The Gospel speaks of “a voice crying in the wilderness.” Perhaps someone 

here feels like that—crying out in pain, but unheard. Feeling abandoned, 

alone, rejected, or hopeless. This is a wilderness. 

1. If that’s you: turn to Jesus in the wilderness. Jesus went into the wilderness 

after he was baptised. This was also your wilderness. This means, you are 

never alone. He sees you. He hears you. Turn to Jesus in your wilderness. 



2. Turn to Jesus with no obstacles to God. 

John says, “Make his paths straight.” Many people feel like they can’t turn to 

Jesus, because they’ve done too many bad things, there are too many 

obstacles in their life. They can turn to Jesus with no obstacles to God. 

When I was 26/7 I went back to the sacrament of confession after 10 years 

away from church. There were many obstacles between me and God at 

that time. When I made an honest confession, I left knowing that there was 

nothing between me and God anymore. 

Catholics are obliged to go to the sacrament of reconciliation once a year. 

What’s stopping you from going this Christmas? 

3. Turn to Jesus. Practice living like him. 

“Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.” 

Many people can feel like they are not the people they want to be. They 

want their lives to have an impact, to have meaning, and purpose. 

They can turn to Jesus. Practice living live like him. 

Someone (Franklin D Roosevelt?) once said “I was never a brave man until I 

started to act brave.” 

If you struggle with jealousy, delight in other’s success. 

If you struggle with gossip, speak well about others. 

If you struggle with laziness, serve more generously. 

If you struggle with lust, love others as a brother/sister. 

If you struggle with impatience, practice patience. 

Turn to Jesus. Practice living like him. 

Friends, everyone can turn and re-turn to Jesus. He is always near. He hears 

your cry in the wilderness. He removes obstacles to God. He helps you live 

like him. 



This good news is not just for you and us. Share it. Tell those in your work, at 

school, neighbours, family, and friends who feel far from God: they can 

always turn to Jesus and that Jesus is always near to them too. 

Invite someone to the bazaar, the carols and social, and Christmas Mass. 

Please: don’t ignore strangers at Mass. Smile. Welcome them.  

Don’t guard “your” seat. Make room for newcomers.  

Don’t tut at noisy children—reassure their parents. 

Together, we will be helping people know that they too can turn to Jesus, 

and that God’s kingdom—God’s love—is always close to them in Jesus. 

 

Prayer 

Jesus, thank you that you are always near. 

I turn my heart, mind, soul, and life to you now. 

Come into my heart anew. 

Thank you for hearing me in my wilderness. 

Tidy my life, give me your peace. 

Fill me with your Holy Spirit. 

Give me courage to tell others the Good News— 

that they too can always turn to you, 

and you are always near. Amen. 

 


