God’s love makes you great

Michael Chang - US tennis Player in the 90’s - said “l got news for you,
athletes, non-athletes, you can win and still be a Christian. In fact, you can
win a lot and still be a Christian. You can win all the times and still shine for

Jesus. How many times did Jesus lose? Never!”

People today are desperate to be great: to achieve academic success,
good friends, lots of followers on social media, meaningful work, fulfilling

relationships.

However, this desire for greatness can go two ways: people can become

arrogant, and think too much of themselves.

On the other hand, some people they don’t think they can be great at all,

and can put themselves down unnecessarily.

The message today is “God’s love makes you great.” Jesus said, “The least in
the kingdom is greater than John the Baptist.” How can we be humbly

greate

Praise God as great - Isaiah 35: “God himself is coming to save you.” You can
do many things. However, you cannot save yourself from death. The Good
News is, you don't have tol Isaiah says “God himself is coming to save you.”
God proved this through Jesus! Don’'t only thank God for what He gives you.
Praise God for saving you: every day in prayer, and every week at Mass.
When you praise God for His greatness, you are lifted up higher to His

greatness too! God’s love makes you great. Praise God for His greatness.

You can be great - Matthew 11: “the least in the kingdom is greater than
he.” John the Baptist is the greatest of the Old Testament prophets. But Jesus
says “the least in the kingdom is greater than he.” Why<e Because John the
Baptist didn’t know about Jesus’ cross, resurrection, and Pentecost. John was
a friend of the bridegroom, and was radical in his self-discipline. However,

John loved as a servant, not necessarily as a son. In Jesus, through baptism,



you are not just a servant. You are a beloved child of God, in Jesus. Do not
think you have to perform to be accepted as great by God. Love others with
the security of being a loved child first. You can be great. Love as a child,

not merely as a servant.

See greatness in others — James 5: “Do not grumble against one another.”
You and | can grumble against others for many reasons, e.g., jealousy, or
people not meeting our high standards. Is there someone in your life who you
constantly grumble againste Don’'t grumble. Instead, choose to see
greatness them — make a list of 5 things. They do have a greatness. They are
made in God's image too. Seeing greatness in others encourages them to

become great.

Response: Matthew 11 says, “behold, the Judge is standing at the door.”
God gives you freedom to judge yourself as ‘great’ — however, this can lead

to delusions of grandeur, to be overly self-critical, or people-please.

Instead, let Jesus be your judge. Jesus is always standing at the door of your
heart, ready to judge you in love. He wants you to hear the words from him,
“You are great. You can be greater”. Are you ready to let him in, to believe

these words, and live a life in his Spirite

Prayer
Father, thank you that your love makes me great.
Jesus, come into my heart. Judge me with love.

Father, | praise you because you are great, and have come to save me

through Jesus.
Help me to become great, to love as your beloved child, not a slave.

Stop me from grumbling, and let me always see the greatness in others.



Help me to play my part this week in transforming society, to aspire to
greatness for myself, for my family, my work, this city, and nation, in Jesus’

name.



