Let Jesus lead

| went on a retreat this week. It was very special. For the first time in 9 years as
a priest, | felt connected with a large number of priests who similarly desire
the church to go out and help people explore, meet, and follow Jesus —

priests who are evangelistic and missionary.

There were tears and joy. Tears because many of the priests expressed how
lonely they can sometimes feel leading parishes that don’t always seem to
share their desire to go out and invite others to explore, meet, and follow
Jesus. There was joy, because we felt connected in Jesus' mission to help

people explore, meet, and follow him.

| must admit, as an apostle-evangelist, | was one of those of both cried and
laughed. | feel the pain of being laughed at, even by brother priests, in a
desire to go out to help people explore, meet, and follow Jesus. | cried
because a part of me sometimes asks God the question, *why did you lead
me to parish priesthood if my leaders, priests, and sometimes even the
baptised, don't seem to want/be able to share Jesus with otherse” However,
after this retreat, | can better see how God has been, and is, leading me

through Jesus.

When we try to lead our own lives, we can experience some kind of results.
There is a saying, ‘control the controllables’. This means, take as much

responsibility for your life as possible. This is important.

However, there is always something we can’t control: bosses, colleagues,
and customers at work; we can’t control our friends; we can’t control the
person we like/love; we can’'t control teachers, children, siblings; we can’t
control emotions or physical desires all the fime. This can cause us anxiety,

depression, anger, hopelessness, powerlessness, and/or shame.

When we let Jesus lead, he: promises his presence in the present.



Presence — Luke 23: “‘Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in
paradise.’” The criminal essentially asks if he can be a slave in Jesus’
kingdom — like Jesus is in an ivory tower in a castle, and the best the criminal
can hope for is to serve him (a bit like the younger son in the parable of the
prodigal son). Instead, Jesus promises “paradise”. The Greek word for
‘paradise’ is the same word used for Garden of Eden in Genesis. Even after
the fall God wanted to walk in the cool of the evening with Adam — Adam
hid, the criminal on the cross didn't. God doesn’t just want you to serve Him
as a slave. He wants your friendship to serve with Him. Don’t hide your sins
from God. Share them with Him as a friend — maybe in the sacrament of

confession. Let Jesus lead. His loving presence is paradise.

Present - Luke 23: “'Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.
The criminal says “remember me when you come into your kingdom”. In
other words, at some random point in the future. However, Jesus promised
the thief his presence — paradise —today. You may feel alone today for some
reason. You may feel God has abandoned you. Let Jesus lead. You can

know his presence in your life today, in the present, in this Eucharist.

Promise - Luke 23: “'Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in
paradise.”” The criminal said “remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” It's as if he's saying ‘spare a thought for me from time to time -
likely though you will forget’. Jesus doesn't just “remember” him from time to
time. He “promises” his presence. Similarly, Jesus promises to “be with you
always” (Mt. 28:20). You may be doubt Jesus' presence — either in the past
when you went through a tfrauma; the future when you fear a difficulty; or
the present. Let Jesus lead. He promises his loving, non-condemnatory,

presence today.

Faith doesn’t just happen. It has to be chosen - God respects your free will.
There's a saying, “Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more

than going to KFC makes you a chicken burger!”



You have to decide now: let Jesus lead, or reject him? You have to choose.

To not choose is to choose. Choose to let Jesus lead.

Prayer
Jesus, come into my heart now.

| choose to let you lead my life: in my relationships, my work, my finances, my

heart, my body, my thoughts, what | buy, my choice of friends, my bf/gf.
Thank you that you promise your loving presence always in the present.

Help me to lead like you, with you, and lead others to you, amen!



