Jesus is the new moral authority

Imagine there were no rules playing basketball. People could stand on
other’s shoulders by the basket, people could run without dribbling, and

throw the ball to them. Basketball and any sports, needs agreed rules.

There are various standards of morality: legal system, parent’s rules, school
rules, what our friends think is ok, what our spouses or partners think is ok, our

own standards. These can be good.

However, following any of these alone can cause societal, group, family, or

personal breakdown. We need a higher moral authority to flourish.

Jesus claims to be the greatest moral authority. He said, “You have heard it
said... | say to you...."” (Mt. 5:17-37)

Jesus’ moral authority has helped people to flourish over the whole world for
2000 years. Saints, e.g. Mother Teresa. Church movements, e.g. good
Samaritans. Public organisations e.g., hospitals, care homes, orphanages,
universities. All of these came through people following the moral authority of

Jesus.

Following Jesus’ moral authority can bring you and me forgiveness, purity

and truth today.

Anger to forgiveness - | say to you that everyone who is angry with his

brother will be liable to judgement.”

It's understandable to be angry with someone, especially if they have hurt

you. However, God has forgiven you free of charge in Jesus.



Someone said being angry is like drinking poison and expecting the other
person to die. Anger poisons you and me. Forgiveness heals you, me, and

the other.
Don't stay angry. Instead, choose to forgive.
Is there someone you need to forgive today/this week?

Jesus’ moral authority moves you from anger to forgiveness.

Lust to purity - "l say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful

intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart."

Jesus is speaking strongly mainly to hypocritical men who condemned
women for adultery, but who excused male infidelity - e.g. the woman

caught in adultery, but suspiciously the man wasn't caught!

Lust is an increasing problem in western society. Even some Christians
struggle, both men and women, older and increasingly younger,

unfortunately.
If this is you, don’t ignore it. On the other hand, don’t shame yourself.

If you or someone you know experiences a problem with lust, here are 3

steps to greater purity:

1. Praise God that He alone is completely pure, worthy, spotless.
2. Believe and declare over yourself that in Jesus, you are pure, worthy,
and spotless — accept this visibly in the sacrament of reconciliation.

3. See and treat others as similarly pure, worthy, and spofless.

Jesus’ moral authority helps you go from lust to purity.

Untrustworthy to trustworthy - "l say to you: Let what you say be simply “Yes”

or “No".



Jesus called himself "the truth". He said “the truth will set you free.”

Some people are intelligent and have high status but who lie and are morally

untrustworthy. People don’t want to follow them, or be friends with them.

On the other hand, some people have a humble status but who tell the truth.
They are frustworthy, people do want to know, love, and be friends with

them.

Don't lie. Don’t say you'll do something and then not do it. Tell the truth. Do
what you'll say you do. You won't need to ‘swear’ and convince people you

are telling the truth. People will know you are trustworthy.

Jesus’ moral authority helps you go from being untrustworthy to trustworthy.

Friends, people are looking for moral authority.
Jesus is the moral authority.

No matter what your position in life, with Jesus at the centre of your life, you

carry his moral authority.

When you go back home, in your families, your school, online, to work, to see
friends, neighbours, don't just do what they think is right/moral. Instead, bring

Jesus' moral authority.
Don't get angry, forgive.
Don't be impure, but pure.
Don't lie, be trustworthy.

That way, we will grow personally to be more like Jesus, families will heal,

friendships will strengthen, society will flourish. In Jesus’ name!

Prayer



Lord Jesus, thank you that you are the moral authority.
Come into my life.
Help me shift from anger to forgiveness, lust to purity, lies to truth.

For the salvation of the world. Amen!



