
Searching for Transformation 

The night before he was assassinated, on April 3rd, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. 

stood before a tired, frightened movement in Memphis. 

King had been receiving constant death threats. His home had been 

bombed before. The movement was divided. Violence was rising. 

He declared to the people: 

“I’ve been to the mountaintop.” 

“I’ve seen the Promised Land.” 

“I may not get there with you.” 

MLK didn’t have a spiritual vision. He was saying this: With faith in Jesus, 

transformation of society will come. Equality will come. 

The next evening, April 4, 1968, he was shot dead. 

Some responded with grief. Some rioted. However, many remembered his 

words from the night before about going to the “Mountaintop”, “seeing the 

Promised Land”, and maybe not “getting there with them”. They believed 

transformation was possible, even after his death. 

Within a week, Congress passed the Fair Housing Act (April 11, 1968). Many 

leaders testified that MLK’s death brought political will. 

His “mountaintop” speech gave hope in despair. 

That’s what Jesus does at the Transfiguration. 

He lets Peter, James, and John see the truth. Jesus is the New Moses and 

Elijah. He is not just a prophet or teacher. He is God’s Only Begotten Son. 

When Peter, James, and John see him suffer and die, they could remember 

that his death is not the end. 



Like Jesus, someone here may be suffering. Like Jesus, someone here may be 

going through a kind of death. You believe that this suffering and death is 

the end. 

Jesus want to give you a “mountain-top experience”. He wants to reveal to 

you that He is God’s beloved Son. Whatever you are going through, now is 

not the end.  

This parish want to help you keep this mountain-top experience alive when 

we suffer, go to the cross. 

Our parish vision is: A loving community, searching for transformation, guided 

by Jesus. 

Shared adventure - Jesus takes Peter, John, and James up a mountain. 

Transformation is a shared adventure. Jesus called his disciples “friends (Jn. 

15:15). We want to be “a loving community”. Make friends in the parish. Life 

can be an uphill struggle. Going uphill with Jesus and friends together is an 

adventure that transforms. 

Prayer - As Jesus prays, His face is changed. Transformed people pray. We 

have prayer partners to pray for transformation. Many people here have a 

commitment to daily prayer. We have groups, e.g. Legion of Mary and 

Divine Mercy, who pray for transformation. Pray. Prayer transforms. 

Invite – St. Peter wants to build tents to give Moses and Elijah hospitality. 

Invitations transform. We will make some invitation leaflets for the Easter 

Masses for you to give your friends and family to invite to Easter. We could 

also have a “newcomers Sunday” once a quarter. Your friends and family 

are always welcome any week. However, we can make them even more 

intentionally welcome. Invitations transform. 

The Holy Spirit - A cloud descends, and the disciples hear God’s voice: This is 

my Son, listen to Him! The Holy Spirit transforms. Experience the Holy Spirit. We 

will have prayer ministry after Mass. Trained lay people will stand at the front. 



You are invited (not obliged) to come. They may ask your name, if they can 

place a hand on your shoulder, and pray 3 simple words, “Come, Holy Spirit.” 

All you have to do is echo those words in your heart. The Holy Spirit 

transforms. 

Raised to serve – The disciples were terrified, but Jesus raised them up. 

Church leaders can sometimes take away your power to serve. This can 

make people feel unworthy and unable. Jesus doesn’t scare or shame. Jesus 

raises people up to serve. Service transforms. 

Tell people the vision - ‘Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised 

from the dead.’ Jesus is risen from the dead! So, tell people the vision. Our 

vision is to be: A loving community, searching for transformation, guided by 

Jesus. 

Friends, Jesus transforms: me, you, us, the church, the world. This gives you 

and me hope when we suffer. 

Let’s pray to live out the parish vision: to be a loving community, searching 

for transformation, guided by Jesus. 

Prayer 

Jesus, thank you that I, this parish, and the whole Catholic Church can be 

transformed by you. 

Come in to my heart now… and in this Eucharist. 

Father, help me play my part in making this parish a loving community, 

searching for transformation, guided by Jesus.  

Amen. 

 


