Anamnesis: past power, made present

A few years ago, my family and family friends went on holiday to Portugal.
We stayed near a tiny village, in the middle of nowhere.

One evening, we went to a small local restaurant. The sun was still shining.
There were guitars lying around—and, when it comes to music, my family
doesn’'t need much encouragement.

So we started playing. Singing. Laughing.

You know those moments where time seems to stop?

Where everything just feels... right?

That was one of those moments.

At one point, people from the village came out of their homes just to listen.
One man even came over with tears in his eyes—either deeply moved... or
hoping we'd stop.

It became a beautiful memory.

But here's the deeper part.

One of the people who was there now has a problem with their memory.
They are slowly forgetting precious moments from their life.

However, when we play that song or reminded of that moment, they come
back.

They remember the joy.

The love.

The peace and contentment.

That memory doesn’t just stay in the past.

It becomes present again.

It lifts them. Restores them.

That's anamnesis: the power of the past made present.



“Anamnesis” is a Greek word. It's related to “amnesia’—to forget.

But anamnesis means more than remembering.

For the Jewish people, anamnesis means this:

the power of the past becoming present.

That's what the Jewish Passover meal is.

When the Jewish people celebrate Passover, they're remembering how
God’s curse to kill every first born passed over them.

They remember how God saved them from the Egyptians by passing through
the Red Sea.

More so, they are receiving the power of that past event in the present.
There is no curse, bad luck, or misfortune, that God can not help them pass
over.

There is no Red Seq, no slavery, no oppressor too big in their lives for their
God.

Tonight, Jesus institutes a new Passover meal.

Not just passing over a curse...

But taking away the curse of sin.

Not just freeing people from slavery in Egypt...

but freeing you and me from slavery to sin and death.

Not through the Red Sea...

but through the Cross — through the suffering that you carry with you.
Not passing over to a Promised Land.

But passing over to a promised person: salvation with God.
Tonight, Jesus gives us the Eucharist, as the memorial/anamnesis/the power
of his suffering and death and resurrection.

The Eucharist is Jesus himself.

In the Eucharist, Jesus gives:



Power to be forgiven and forgive.
Power of eternal salvation.

Power to live a new life of loving service.

Jesus will offer you and me and us up to the Father tonight.
You can know you are lovingly accepted.

Because Jesus is the one offering you to God.

But it only works if you come honestly.

Peter wasn't vulnerable enough to let Jesus wash him.
Be vulnerable.

What are your sins?

Your wounds?

Your burdens?

Your slavery/addictionse

The Red Sea that won't part in your lifee

Your desire for God?

But also, trust Jesus does away with your sins.

Peter asked Jesus to wash him all over.

Jesus said he has already been washed — baptised.

In baptism you have been cleansed from sin.

You and | pick up dust along the way, say or do the wrong things.

However, if you and | are a committed follower of Jesus, but sin, you may not
have separated yourself from God completely necessarily—you just need
your feet washed.

Say sorry in prayer, when you are receiving the Euchairist, or in the sacrament

of reconciliation.

Friends, 2000 years ago, Jesus instituted a new Passover Meal.

So that his disciples can be forgiven and forgive.



They can know their eternal salvation.

They can live lives of loving service.

Jesus did it for us in the past.

Anamnesis means the past power of forgiveness, salvation, and loving

service is made present now.

In the eucharist.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, make your past power present o me now.
Forgive me my sins.

Give me eternal salvation.

Help me live a life of loving service.

Through the risen Jesus in this Eucharist. Amen.



