
Jesus takes the hit: kiss sin and death goodbye! 

Maximilian Kolbe and Francis Gajowniczek were prisoners in Auschwitz 

concentration camp. 

In the camp, prisoners were selected to die as punishment. Francis 

Gajowniczek was chosen. He cried out in despair for his wife and children. 

At that moment, Maximilian Kolbe stepped forward and said, “I want to take 

his place.” 

Maximilian Kolbe took the hit. He was sent to the starvation bunker and died. 

But Francis lived.  

At St Maximilian’s canonisation, JPII said, that his death was “like that of Jesus 

Christ’s.”  

Jesus takes the hit. 

St Paul said “the wages of sin is death”.  

And “all have sinned and fall short.” 

However, Jesus steps forward and says: “I will take their place.” On the Cross, 

Jesus takes the hit. 

Why the cross? 

Before the Israelites passed over the Red Sea, God told them to cover the 

wood of their doorposts with the blood of a lamb. 

By doing so, God’s curse of the death of every firstborn would pass over 

them. 

Jesus is the Lamb of God. 

Jesus covers your and my sins with His blood on the wood of the Cross. 

God does not just pass over your and my sins. 

Jesus’ blood takes them away. Amen! 



However, there’s a catch. 

You’ve got to put your sins there! 

When you do, you and I can kiss our sins GOODBYE! 

We are freed to live a life of self-sacrificial love: to take the hit for others too. 

 

Before you venerate the Cross: 

1. Admit your pain, sins, and fears to Jesus. (Rom. 3:24)  

2. Thank Jesus for being your forgiver, healer, and saviour.  

3. Kiss your sins goodbye! (Rom. 6:1)  

4. Commit to take the hit for others. Love self-sacrificially.  

 

 

Prayer 

Jesus, thank you that you take the hit of sin and death for me.  

I admit my sins and wounds and see them on your cross. 

Thank you that your precious blood covers them and takes them away. 

As I venerate the cross, I kiss my sins goodbye! 

Help me to take the hit for others, to love self-sacrificially. 

 

“We adore you O Christ and we bless you. Because by your Holy Cross you 

have redeemed the world.” 

 


