
Recognise the risen Jesus  

 

Nicky Gumbel is a pioneer of the alpha course. Nicky tells the story of when 

his father died. As his father was an atheist, Nicky feared about his father’s 

eternal salvation. During a time of praying the bible, Nicky read the words, 

'all who call on the name of the lord will be saved'. At that moment, his wife 

Pippa came into the room and said she had been praying the bible and 

that a verse may be for him: 'all who call on the name of the lord will be 

saved'. A few days later Nicky was still troubled - lack of faith? Coming out of 

the underground station he saw a big billboard with a scripture passage 

emblazoned on it. You know which one, 'all who call on the name of the lord 

will be saved'. Nicky recognised the Risen Jesus in the midst of fear and 

despondency. 

Jesus was with his disciples in the midst of despondency, hopelessness, and 

depression. He can be with you today in yours. Here’s how: 

Near – Luke 24:15: “While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus 

himself drew near and went with them.” When Jesus was alive, he could only 

be with people in Israel. Now Jesus is risen and in heaven. Jesus draws near 

to you through the Holy Spirit. If someone here feels far from God, pray 

‘Come, Holy Spirit’ – the Holy Spirit brings Jesus’ risen presence near. 

Listens – Luke 24:17: “he said to them, ‘What is this conversation that you are 

holding with each other as you walk?’” Jesus listened to their difficulties. You 

may have a lot of challenges. You may feel hopeless, depressed, and like 

giving up. Share how you feel with him throughout the day. Jesus listens. 

Teaches – Luke 24:27: “beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 

interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.” Do 

you ever wonder how Jesus relates to your current situation? Everything 

relates to Jesus. The problem is, it’s not always easy to see. Starting May 



30/31, the parish will introduce fortnightly ‘check-ins’. The aim will be to share 

in pairs or tables of 6: 1 joy in the last fortnight, 1 challenge, where Jesus may 

have been for you. The reason we do this is to learn how all aspects of your 

life relates to Jesus. Jesus teaches. 

Transforms – Luke 24:30: “When he was at table with them, he took the 

bread, and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to them.” Jesus transforms 

bread and wine into his body and blood. 

The gifts of bread and wine we bring are our thanksgiving to God for all the 

blessings He has given us: life, relationships, food, drink, warmth.  

We bring these gifts as God’s beloved children, in need of forgiveness, 

healing of sin, and salvation. You and I cannot save ourselves from sin and 

death (sad face). But this is Good News. You and I can entrust our life to God 

at Mass. God forgives, heals, and transforms us through Jesus in the Eucharist 

(smiley face). Come to Mass weekly. Jesus transforms. 

Mission – Luke 24:33: “And they rose that same hour and returned to 

Jerusalem.” The disciples ran to tell people about Jesus – late at night and 

with the threat of danger. The greatest adventure is telling everyone that in 

Jesus, God loves you.  

2033 is the 2000th anniversary of Jesus’ resurrection. We have a parish mission: 

By Easter 2033 the 15,000 people of Kensal New Town will have had the 

opportunity to hear the message of God love through Jesus. We will achieve 

this by each of us inviting at least one person a fortnight to one of the 

following:  

1. Alpha 

2. Fortnightly check-in 

3. Mass 

4. Community events 

5. 1-2-1 conversations 



People don’t have to hear that God loves them. We just need to invite them 

to hear. What’s stopping you playing your part in the parish mission? 

 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus, thank you that I can recognise you today. 

Jesus, come into my heart. 

Draw near to me when I feel far from you. 

Listen to my hopes and fears. 

Teach me how everything relates to you. 

Transform my sins and my death into your forgiveness, power, and salvation. 

I accept your mission for all the 15,000 residents of Kensal New Town to 

receive the message of God’s love through you. 

Amen! 


