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The Son of Man came to give his life as a ransom for many
(Mk 10:42-45)

Meditation: Who doesn't want to be first, and to be esteemed and honoured by oth-
ers? We seem to have an unquenchable thirst for recognition and fame, power and au-
thority to rule our own lives as we please as well as the lives of others. Should we be sur-
prised to see the disciples of Jesus thirsting for power, position, and authority? James
and John, the sons of Zebedee, urged their mother to strike a deal with Jesus, their Mas-
ter and Messiah. They wanted the distinction of being first and most important in posi-
tion, next to Jesus, of course!

Jesus turns authority and power upside down

When Jesus called the twelve apostles to be his inner circle of disciples who would teach
and exercise spiritual authority on his behalf, he did the unthinkable! Jesus taught con-
trary to the world's understanding of power, authority, and position, by reversing the
order of master and servant, lord and subject, first and last! Jesus wedded authority with
love, position with sacrifice, and service with humility. Authority without love is over-
bearing and slavish. Position without respect and concern for the subordinate is demean-
ing and rude. And service without generosity and sacrifice is cheap and unkind.

Those who wish to serve with the Lord Jesus and to exercise authority in God's kingdom
must be prepared to sacrifice - not just some of their time, money, and resources - but
their whole lives and all that they possess! Jesus used stark language to explain what kind
of sacrifice he had in mind. His disciples must drink his cup if they expect to reign with
him in his kingdom. The cup he had in mind was a bitter one involving crucifixion. What
kind of cup does the Lord have in mind for us? For some disciples such a cup entails phys-
ical suffering and the painful struggle of martyrdom. But for many, it entails the long rou-
tine of the Christian life, with all its daily sacrifices, disappointments, set-backs, struggles,
and temptations.

Christ's way of love and service

A disciple of Jesus must be ready to lay down his or her life - each and every day in the
little and big sacrifices required - and even to the point of shedding one's blood if neces-
sary for the sake of Christ and his Gospel. What makes such sacrifice a joy rather than a
burden? It is love - the kind of "love which God has poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit which has been given to us" (Rm 5:5). An early church father summed up Je-
sus' teaching with the expression: "to serve is to reign with Christ." We share in God's
reign by laying down our lives in humble service and love for one another, just as Jesus
did for our sake. Are you ready to lay down your life and to serve others as Jesus has
taught and modelled for us?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, make me a servant of love for your kingdom that | may seek to serve rather
than be served. Inflame my heart with love that | may give generously and serve joyfully
for your sake. Fn AHlan



PARISH ACTIVITIES

TEAS after masses in the Don Bosco Hall:
After 9am Mass every Sunday.
After 11am Mass once a fortnight.

To join a team to set up, serve and clear up, Please contact

Joelle on 07842 314 112

ALTAR SERVERS
If you have received First Holy Communion you are welcome
to join our team of Servers at any of our weekend Masses.
While we encourage young children to serve after their first
holy communion, adults are welcome too.
To make contact please come to the Day Chapel behind the
Sanctuary and speak to Jackie, Akua, Tom, Joel or Fr Allan.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
This takes place during the Liturgy of the Word at the 11am
Mass.

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION SESSIONS
Every Thursday at 4pm in the Day Chapel
(Session lasts about 30 minutes).

OVER 60’s BINGO CLUB

The over 60’s Bingo Club is run by SanKTus every Tuesday

morning in Our Lady’s Hall. All parishioners and friends in

our local community are most welcome to join
us and there is the chance of winning a cash prize !
The programme is as follows:
Refreshments - 10.40am, BINGO 11.00 - 12.00 pm,
Two Course Meal -12noon -1pm.
There is a charge of £5 to cover all activities.

FREE HOT LUNCH SERVICE
SanKTus also offers a free hot lunch service to all-comers on
Sunday afternoon at 2pm and a sandwich service on
Wednesdays. Prospective volunteers to help with any part of
this activity are invited to get in touch with Richard Mallon
our Welfare Officer, at sanktus.welfare@gmail.com

CHURCH CLEANERS
A small group of parishioners help to clean the area around
the Sanctuary and the Sacristy. They have asked for some
help. If you could give an hour or so, please meet them after
Mass and Exposition in the Day Chapel on Fridays and they
will brief you as to what is required.

THE SVP (St Vincent de Paul) Society
Our SVP conference, inspired by the charitable work of St.
Vincent de Paul, befriends individuals and families in their
own homes and in the local nursing home.
The SVP also responds to requests for help with material
goods and grants wherever need arises.

PARISH REGISTRATION
If you are newly arrived in the Parish please fill in a Parish
Registration Form that can be found on the table at the back
of the church on the right hand side, or in the Porch. Please
put completed forms through the Presbytery letterbox.

MASS INTENTIONS

Date Time | Intention
Sat 19th 6pm | Piera Orizio (RIP)
Sun 20h 9am | Tom and Paul Breheny (Anniversary)
1lam | For the People of the Parish

Wed23rd | 10am |Jay Blake (P.I)
Thur 24th 10am | School Mass

Fri 25th 10am | Maria Fernandes (RIP)

Sat 26th 6pm | Holy Souls

NOTICES

Baptism Course January 2025

Next year Baptism Course, which entails three sessions,
will start Friday 17 January 7.30-8.30 pm. If you are inter-
ested in taking part, please contact Liliana, the parish
administrator, at the office.

SVP NATIONAL RAFFLE

Many thanks to everyone who bought tickets to support
this fundraiser fir the National SVP. Our Conference will
receive a percentage of the ticket sales to help with our
work in the community.

WINNING RAFFLE TICKET NUMBERS
Check your tickets now:
. £5,000 Winner: 220150
o £1,000 Winner: 288272
£100 Winners:
189006, 205327, 272903, 177265, 177575, 236602,
235733, 190189, 192750, 234904, 201524, 255056,
208675, 177477, 208632
All winners will be contacted as soon as possible . Stay
Tuned, and congratulations once again!

THANK YOU FROM CAFOD

Thank you for giving £ 394.68 to CAFOD’s Family Fast Day
appeal this Harvest season. Your donation in our parish
collection or online and your prayers are helping young
people like Daniel in the Democratic Republic of the Con-
go with support like training so they can carve their way
to a better future. We are standing in solidarity with
those facing incredible hardships, as part of one global
family. Learn more at cafod.org.uk/harvest ”

New Lectionary

A new edition of the Lectionary, the book which contains
the readings which are proclaimed at Mass, will come
into use in England and Wales on the First Sunday of Ad-

vent 2024.

The new volumes for use in church have been beautifully
produced by the Catholic Truth Society. We will need a
new set for our church, and it may be that you might
want to give this to the parish for our worship of God. It
will be possible to do this in memory of a departed
loved one and for a plate to be put inside the volume.
Please contact me, if you are interested in making such

a donation.



https://cafod.org.uk/give/appeals/family-fast-day-appeal

