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The stars will fall from heaven and the powers in the heavens will be shaken
(Mk 13:24-32)

Meditation: Do you recognize the signs of God's kingdom - signs that point to his power and action in our
lives and in the world around us? The Lord Jesus came to bring us the kingdom of God and to set us free from
bondage to sin, death, and destruction and from the powers of the evil one who tempts us through lies and
deception.

The Lord is preparing us for his return

Jesus told his first disciples that it was for their benefit that he return to his Father in heaven in order for the
Holy Spirit to come (Jn 16:7) and fill the earth with the fire of God's love, truth, and glory. The Lord Jesus in
every age fills his people with the power of the Holy Spirit so that each one of us can hear his voice, under-
stand his truth, and sow the seeds of his word - the good news of the Gospel - wherever he sends us. The
Lord Jesus is preparing his people for his return - for the day of "tribulation" and "shaking" when he will ap-
pear "coming in clouds with great power and glory" (Mk 13:25-26).

The day of the Lord's return will be unlike any other moment in time, history, and destiny for the human race
and our place in God's creation. Then the "stars of heaven will fall and all will be shaken" before the presence
of the Lord when he comes. Then the peoples of the earth and their rulers will know who is the true King and
Ruler over all.

Jesus' first coming was a rescue mission - to free the human race from slavery to sin and Satan - the father of
lies. His second coming will be the final completion of his mission when he will "make all things new" - a new
heavens and a new earth - after he has put down the last enemy which is death and restores our lowly bodies
to immortality when death will be no more (Dn 12:2-3).

The sign of the budding fig tree

What lesson does the Lord Jesus want us to learn from the parable of the budding fig tree? The fig tree was a
common and important source of food for the Jews. It bore fruit twice a year, in the autumn and in the early
spring. The prophet Joel mentions its fruit-bearing as a sign of favour from the Lord (JI 2:22). The Talmud (a
Jewish commentary and instruction on the Torah or Five Books of Moses) said that the first fruit came the
day after Passover. The Jews believed that when the Messiah came he would usher in the kingdom of God at
Passover time.

This parable foretells the joy of God's kingdom - the joy of new life and the promise of a new age of peace
and blessing. The signs of spring are evident for all who can see. Just so are the signs of God's kingdom. The
"budding" of God's kingdom begins first in the hearts of those who are receptive to God's word. Those who
trust in God's word will bear the fruits of his kingdom. And what are the fruits of that kingdom? "The king-
dom of God is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rm 14:17).

The first-fruits of the kingdom in our present lives

The first coming of the Lord Jesus is inseparably linked with his second coming at the end of this present age.
We do not know the day or hour when the Lord will return again in glory. But now in this present age we can
experience the first-fruits of the kingdom of God - the abundant new life in the Holy Spirit who dwells within
us, and the fruits of the Spirit - love, peace, joy, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control (Gal 5:22-23) and so many other qualities which the Spirit works within us - thus enabling us to love
and serve others with tender-hearted mercy, patience, and goodness. Do you know and experience in your
life the first-fruits of the kingdom of God?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit that | may radiate the joy of your kingdom and the fire of your love to
all I meet and serve. Direct my life to the glory of your name and to the coming of your kingdom.
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PARISH ACTIVITIES MASS INTENTIONS

TEAS after masses in the Don Bosco Hall: Date Time | Intention

After 9am Mass every Sunday. Sat16th | 6pm |Shirley Smith RIP

After 11am Mass once a fortnight.

o Sun 17th | 9am | Cora & Victor 50th Marriage Anniversary
To join a team to set up, serve and clear up, Please contact

Joelle on 07842 314 112 Ilam | For the People of the Parish
Wed20th | 10am |People of Ukraine.
ALTAR SERVERS o 21t | 1omm | Seool Macs
If you have received First Holy Communion you are welcome
to join our team of Servers at any of our weekend Masses. Fri 22nd | 10am | Holy Souls
While we encourage young children to serve after their first Sat 23rd 6pm | Holy Souls
holy communion, adults are welcome too.
To make contact please come to the Day Chapel behind the NOTICES

Sanctuary and speak to Jackie, Akua, Tom, Joel or Fr Allan.
Sick and Retired Priests’ Fund Collection

CHILDREN’S LITURGY Our Second Collection today will be in support of the Sick &
This takes place during the Liturgy of the Word at the 11am || Retired Priests Fund
Mass.
Most priests offer their resignation at 75, but many continue
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION SESSIONS to serve their communities, working in our parishes, schools,
Every Thursday at 4pm in the Day Chapel hospitals, chaplaincies. We must ensure no priest is worried

about meeting essential costs during their senior years and, as
such, Cardinal Nichols and the Diocese of Westminster are
OVER 60’s BINGO CLUB committed to ensuring that n.o retired or. sick priest is left V\{Ith-
out support. Last year, the Diocese provided care to 72 retired
priests, at a cost of £976,000.

(Session lasts about 30 minutes).

The over 60’s Bingo Club is run by SanKTus every Tuesday
morning in Our Lady’s Hall. All parishioners and friends in

our local community are most welcome to join By giving a gift to the Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund today, you

us and there is the chance of winning a cash prize ! can help us to ensure all of our sick and retired priests are
The programme is as follows: cared for their time of need. The fund is used to meet essen-
Refreshments - 10.40am, BINGO 11.00 - 12.00 pm, tial costs, like making a flat accessible to disabled priest, or
Two Course Meal -12noon -1pm. that a priest has regular visits from a carer after undergoing

There is a charge of £5 to cover all activities. surgery.
FREE HOT LUNCH SERVICE If you took a donation envelope last weekend, please place it

in the collection bag today. If you do not have an envelope,
there are some available at the back of the church. The enve-
lopes and posters feature a ‘QR Code’ that you can scan with a
phone camera to give online. If you are able, please consider
filling out section 4 on the envelope form, meaning you be-
come a Patron and make a regular gift to support our sick and
retired priests. By becoming a Patron, and assuring income to
CHURCH CLEANERS the fund, the Diocese can plan its continued care for our re-
A small group of parishioners help to clean the area around || tired and sick priests.
the Sanctuary and the Sacristy. They have asked for some
help. If you could give an hour or so, please meet them after || Thank you for your generosity and please remember to pray
Mass and Exposition in the Day Chapel on Fridays and they || for our clergy, in active ministry, retired or III.

will brief you as to what is required.

SanKTus also offers a free hot lunch service to all-comers on
Sunday afternoon at 2pm and a sandwich service on
Wednesdays. Prospective volunteers to help with any part of
this activity are invited to get in touch with Richard Mallon
our Welfare Officer, at sanktus.welfare@gmail.com

Christmas Cards in the Repository

THE SVP (St Vincent de Paul) Society
Our SVP conference, inspired by the charitable work of St.
Vincent de Paul, befriends individuals and families in their
own homes and in the local nursing home.
The SVP also responds to requests for help with material
goods and grants wherever need arises.

Christmas cards, Christmas candles, Advent calendars and Cal-
endars are for sale in the repository. Please come after 11.00
o’ clock mass on Sundays.

St Vincent de Paul (SVP)
PARISH REGISTRATION Appeal and Cake Sale
If you are newly arrived in the Parish please fill in a Parish Very many thanks to our generous parishioners who donated,
Registration Form that can be found on the table at the back || contributed , baked and bought cakes at our recent fundraiser.
of the church on the right hand side, or in the Porch. Please ||t made a marvellous £831.54 for our Christmas Project..
put completed forms through the Presbytery letterbox. Thank you all so much!




