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PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Secretary
Liliana Bragadin
kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk

Parish office open:

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs
10:00am - 12:00md

Sunday Masses: (Sat 6pm)
Sunday 9am & 1lam
Weekday Masses:
Wed, Thurs & Fri 10am
Confession: by appointment
Exposition: after mass on
Fridays

LAST WEEKS OFFERING
&£ 523.95

STANDING ORDERS FOR
NOVEMBER £ 2,211.50

CONTACTLESS INCOME

NOVEMBER
£ 469.32

Thank you for your
contribution to the Parish!

This Parish is part of
Westminster Roman Catholic
Diocesan Trust (WRCDT)
Registered Charity No: 233699

‘All flesh shall see the salvation of God.’
(Lk 3:1-6)

Meditation: Do you recognize the voice of the Lord speaking to you when you listen to the word of God
in Scripture? Luke the evangelist tells us that the "word of God came to John in the wilderness" (Lk 3:2).
Who was John the Baptist and what is the significance of the word which he received and delivered to
the people of his day? Luke tells us that John was the son of Zechariah, a priest who served in the tem-
ple at Jerusalem. John stood at a pivotal juncture in the history of God's dealing with his people. He
bridged the Old and New Testaments, also known as the Old and New Covenants which God made with
his people.
John was filled and led by the Spirit
John's prophetic calling and mission preceded his conception and birth. The angel had announced to
Zechariah that his barren wife will conceive a son, and "you shall call his name John," and "he will be
filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother's womb" (Lk 1:13,15). When John received his name
shortly after birth, his father prophesied that he would be "called the prophet of the Most High who will
go before the Lord to prepare his ways" (Lk 1:76). John was called to be a prophet, a spokesman for
God.
In dramatic fashion Luke tells us when John appeared on the world scene. Luke lists a few of the key
reigning rulers in John's era, including Tiberius Caesar of Rome (Lk 3:1). These rulers pale in reference to
the man who now stood at the door of a new era of grace and salvation for the world. John's mission
was to prepare the way for God's Anointed King who would come to establish God's rule above all other
kings and authorities. Luke emphasizes the universal call of the Gospel to all peoples without distinc-
tion. He quotes from the prophet Isaiah that "all flesh shall see the salvation of God" (Is 40:5; 52:10).
John was a servant of God's Word
How did John prepare for the coming of the Anointed (Messiah) King and Saviour of the world? Luke
tells us that "the word of God came to John" when he was dwelling in the wilderness of Judea (Lk 3:2).
John was called from an early age to devote himself to prayer and to the word of God. John not only
took the Scriptures to heart, he moulded his life according to them, and made himself a servant of the
Word of God. John was led by the Spirit into a barren and lonely place away from the noise and distrac-
tions of everyday life. There God taught John in the solitude of the desert and prepared him for a pro-
phetic ministry that would turn the hearts of his people to receive their long-awaited Messiah.
In the ancient world when a king decided to tour his kingdom, he first sent his courier ahead to prepare
the way. John is the courier and great herald of the Messiah King who proclaims to all the peoples that
the impending reign of God is now very close at hand. Isaiah had long ago prophesied the role of the
Forerunner of the Messiah (Isaiah 40:3-5). John undoubtedly took this word to heart as he searched the
Scriptures and reflected on the word of God in the wilderness. When John began his public ministry he
travelled throughout the region of Judea and preached a "baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins" (Lk 3:3).
Do you allow God's Word to transform your life?
How can we, like John the Baptist, prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus Christ - today and every
day and when he comes again to bring us fully into his everlasting kingdom? John the Baptist tells us
that the first step is conversion and repentance (Mt 3:2; Lk 3:7). Conversion involves receiving God's
word into our heart and mind and allowing his Word to change our attitudes and wrong ways of think-
ing and judging. Repentance is the deliberate turning away from sin (wrong-doing) and turning to God
to receive his pardon, healing, and strength to do what is good and reject what is wrong.
John saw from a distance what Jesus the Messiah would accomplish through his death and resurrection
- pardon for our sins, healing and restoration, and eternal life for all who would believe in the Lord Je-
sus. Are you hungry for the Word of God and do you allow God's word to transform the way you think,

speak, and live your life?
Fn 7HWlan




MASS INTENTIONS

PARISH ACTIVITY Date Time |Intention
Sat 7th 6pm | The Orizio Family
TEAS after masses in the Don Bosco Hall: Sun8th | 9am |For the People of the Parish
After 9am Mass every Sunday. Tlam | Aloysius Fernandes RIP
After 11am Mass once a fortnight. Mon9th | 10am | The Immaculate Conception
To join a team to set up, serve and clear up, 7pm | For the people of the parish
Please contact Joelle on 07842 314 112 Wed1lth | 10am | Mary McHugh RIP
Thur12th | 10am | School Mass
Fri 13th 10am | Cathy Mayes RIP
P A R I S H N OTI C E S Sat 14th 6pm | Paolo Turrini RIP

SUNDAY MASS READINGS

Scan the QR code with your Phone

We warmly invite you to help
= us put up the Christmas trees
and lights on Saturday 14th
December at 11.00 am.

Followed by traditional mince
pies and refreshments.

CHRISTMAS GIVING ENVELOPES

These are now available and they are an opportunity
for you to make a special Christmas gift to the church at
this time. This money is no longer an offering to the
clergy. If you wish to give them a gift you must do that
separately through a card or some other means
through the parish letterbox.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

Tuesday 24th December - Christmas eve:

5.00 pm Family Mass
12.00 mn Midnight Mass Christmas Day

Wednesday 25th December - The Nativity of the Lord:

9.00 am Mass
11.00 am Mass
1.00 pm Christmas Lunch

Thursday 26th Monday - St Stephen’s Day :

12.00 md Mass

Friday 27th December - St John, Apostle:

10.00 am Mass

Saturday 28th December-The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Jo-
seph:

6.00 pm Mass

Sunday 29th December :

9.00 am Mass,
11.00 am Children Mass

Monday 30th December:

No Mass

Tuesday 31th December - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God :

5.00 pm Mass,

Wednesday 1st January - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God :

12.00 md Mass

CHRISTMAS LUNCH ENVELOPES

There are now available the
Christmas Lunch Envelopes.
As part of the tradition of Our
Lady Help of Christians on

MERRY

CHrIsTMAS!

Christmas day, the parish will
provide Christmas Lunch to
the homeless and anyone who
wants to join us

WARNING: Scam emails are circulating,

DIOCESAN INFORMATION

imperson-

ating the parish priest by using similar email address-
es or masking the real sender. These emails often re-
guest recipients to purchase Amazon or other gift
cards as gifts for the priest.

Do not purchase gift cards for the parish priest
based on an email request unless you have veri-
fied the request directly in person or through a
trusted means.

Double-check suspicious emails by contacting
the parish office directly.

Avoid sharing personal or financial infor-
mation in response to unsolicited emails.

If you encounter these emails, please report them as

S

pam and inform the parish office immediately.

Thank you for your cooperation




