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4 Lady Margaret Road, London, NW5 2XT  

 

Telephone:  0207 485 4023 

Email:  kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk 

Website:  www.rcdow.org.uk/kentishtown  

Third SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                 15th December 2024 

PARISH TEAM  
 

Parish Priest                                           
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil                           

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk 

—————- 

Parish Secretary                          
Liliana Bragadin                                                               

kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk                   

Parish office open:  

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 

10:00am - 12:00md  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Sunday Masses: (Sat 6pm) 

Sunday 9am & 11am                         

Weekday Masses:                      

Wed, Thurs & Fri 10am             

Confession: by appointment             

Exposition: after mass on  

Fridays 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

LAST WEEKS OFFERING               

£ 363.57 

 STANDING ORDERS FOR 

NOVEMBER £ 2,211.50 

CONTACTLESS INCOME  

NOVEMBER                                     

£ 469.32 

Thank you for your                         

contribution to the Parish!  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

This Parish is part of                 

Westminster Roman Catholic 

Diocesan Trust (WRCDT)             

Registered Charity No: 233699  

 

  

‘And we, what shall we do?’ 

(Lk 3:10-18) 
 
Meditation: Why did thousands come out to hear John the Baptist preach? And what was so unusual 
about his message? When John the Baptist appeared on the public scene and began to prophesy the 
whole nation of Israel took notice. It had been many hundreds of years since a prophet had spoken out 
and performed signs in the land of Israel. John broke the long silence with the sudden announcement 
that the Messiah (God's Anointed One) was about to appear. God had long ago promised his people 
through the patriarchs of the old covenant (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob), and through the prophets 
(Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zephaniah, etc.) and rulers of Israel (Moses, David), that he would send them a Re-
deemer who would save them from their sins, free them from oppression, fill them with the joy of his 
presence (Zephaniah 3:17), and bring them his everlasting kingdom of peace and righteousness. 
 
John brought 'good news' to the people 
The people recognized that John was an extraordinary man of God and a true prophet who spoke in 
God's name. They came out to hear the "good news" (Lu 3:18) which he preached to them. And they 
willingly submitted to his baptism of repentance at the River Jordan where he preached. John's task was 
to wake people up from spiritual sleep and indifference, and to turn them back to hear God's voice and 
obey his commandments. John wanted the people to be in a good place to receive the Messiah and 
follow him. 
 
The word of God has power to transform us 
Whenever the Gospel is proclaimed it has power to awaken faith in people who will listen and turn to 
God. God, in turn, is always ready to open our eyes to the spiritual reality of his kingdom and to the 
power and action of the Holy Spirit who transforms us into the likeness of Christ. Do you believe that 
God's word is "good news" for you? And do you allow his word to take root and grow in you, and bring 
you the fruit of joy, freedom, and new life in the Holy Spirit? 
 
John's message of "good news" aroused in many people a new hope and joyful expectation that this 
was now the decisive moment for God's Anointed One (the long-expected Messiah and Saviour of Isra-
el) to come with power, justice, and judgment to establish his reign of peace and righteousness. Many 
wondered aloud if John himself might be the promised Messiah, the one who would deliver them from 
oppression. 
 
John's response was loud and clear - he was only the herald's voice who prepares the way for the Mes-
siah's coming. When John compared his position with the Messiah, John humbly stated that he consid-
ered himself lower than the lowest slave. His task was simply to awaken the interest of his people for 
God's word, unsettle them from their complacency, and arouse in them enough good will to recognize 
and receive the Messiah when he came. With John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit begins the restoration to 
the human race of the "divine likeness," prefiguring what would be achieved through and in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Do you want to be on fire for God and for the return of the Lord Jesus when he comes in his glory? Our 
baptism in Jesus Christ by water and the Spirit results in a new birth and entry into God's kingdom as his 
beloved sons and daughters (Jn 3:5). Jesus is ready to give us the fire of his Spirit that we may radiate 
the joy of the Gospel to a world in desperate need of God's light and truth. The word of God has power 
to change and transform our lives that we may be lights pointing others to Jesus Christ, the true light of 
the world (Jn 8:12). Like John the Baptist, we too are called to give testimony to the light and truth of 

Jesus Christ. Do you point others to Jesus Christ in the way you speak and live?                         Fr Allan 



MASS INTENTIONS                                            
Date Time Intention 

Sat 14th 6pm Paolo Turrini RIP 

 Sun 15th 9am John Pham and Anna Hoang 

 11am For the People of the Parish 

Wed 18th 10am Barbara Lee RIP 

Thur 19th 10am Sister Mary Casey’s Private Intentions 

Fri 20th 10am  

Sat 21th 6pm  

SUNDAY MASS READINGS 

 
 

Scan the QR code with your Phone 

 Thank you all from Sanktus ! 

Thanks to everyone who attended the Christmas Concert per-

formed by Aeolian Sinfonia on 5/12/2024. The musicians offered 

an enjoyable evening playing classical music and Christmas  carols 

sing along,  very much appreciated by everyone who came by.  

The orchestra, very generously, offered the £ 429.27 collected 

during the evening to our Sanktus Project. Thank you to you all for 

your great participation and help! 

PARISH NOTICES 

CHRISTMAS GIVING ENVELOPES 

These are now available and they are an opportunity 
for you to make a special Christmas gift to the church at 
this time. This money is no longer an offering to the 
clergy. If you wish to give them a gift, you must do that 
separately through a card or some other means 
through the parish letterbox. 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH ENVELOPES 

There are now available the 

Christmas Lunch Envelopes. 

As part of the tradition of Our 

Lady Help of Christians on 

Christmas day, the parish will 

provide Christmas Lunch to 

the homeless and anyone who 

wants to join us 

PARISH ACTIVITY 

TEAS after masses in the Don Bosco Hall:                                               
After 9am Mass every Sunday. 

After 11am Mass once a fortnight. 
To join a team to set up, serve and clear up, 

Please contact Joelle on 07842 314 112 

CHRISTMAS  CELEBRATIONS 

Tuesday 24th December - Christmas eve:  

• 5.00 pm Family Mass  

• 12.00 mn Midnight Mass Christmas Day   
Wednesday 25th December - The Nativity of the Lord:  

• 9.00 am Mass 

• 11.00 am Mass  

• 1.00 pm Christmas Lunch 
Thursday 26th Monday - St Stephen’s Day :  

• 12.00 md Mass 
Friday 27th December - St John, Apostle:  

• 10.00 am Mass  
Saturday 28th December-The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Jo-
seph:  

• 6.00 pm Mass  
Sunday 29th December :  

• 9.00 am Mass,  

• 11.00 am Children Mass 
Monday 30th December:  

• No Mass  
Tuesday 31th December - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God :  

• 5.00 pm Mass,  
Wednesday 1st January - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God :  

• 12.00 md Mass  

CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS  

Our Lady Help of Christians wish you all a  very  Mer-

ry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year! And if you are 

travelling, abroad or not, 

have a good and a safe jour-

ney! Fr Allan & Fr John 

CHRISTMAS   VOLUNTEERS  REQUIRED 

We are looking for volunteers helping preparing veggies 
on Christmas Eve, singers for singing at Midnight Mass 
and people helping to prepare, serve and clean after the 
lunch on Christmas Day. Please sign up writing your name 
and contact details on the forms at the back of the church. 
Thank you! 


