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Parish Priest                                           
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil                           

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk 

—————- 

Parish Secretary                          
Liliana Bragadin                                                               

kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk                   

Parish office open:  

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 

10:00am - 12:00md  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Sunday Masses: (Sat 6pm) 

Sunday 9am & 11am                         

Weekday Masses:                      

Wed, Thurs & Fri 10am             

Confession: by appointment             

Exposition: after mass on  

Fridays 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

LAST WEEKS OFFERING               

£ 508.37 

 STANDING ORDERS FOR 

NOVEMBER £ 2,211.50 

CONTACTLESS INCOME  

NOVEMBER                                     

£ 469.32 

Thank you for your                         

contribution to the Parish!  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

This Parish is part of                 

Westminster Roman Catholic 

Diocesan Trust (WRCDT)             

Registered Charity No: 233699  

 

  

Jesus is found by his parents sitting among the teachers. 
(Lk 2:41-52) 

 
Meditation: How can families grow together in mutual love, harmony, and care for one another? When God made 
a covenant with his people, he taught them his way of love: 
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength - And these 
words which I command you this day shall be upon your heart - and you shall teach them diligently to your chil-
dren, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise" (Dt 6:5-7). 
 
God the Father's love is a covenant love that binds people together as his beloved children. His love is the corner-
stone that binds man and woman in one flesh in marriage, and in their mutual love for their children, and for their 
children's children for generations to come. God wants his love to be the centre of all our relationships and all that 
we do. That is why God gives us his Holy Spirit so we can love as he loves us. "God's love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us" (Rm 5:5). We love because he first loved us (1 Jn 4:19). 
 
Jesus was born into a family devoted to the word of God 
When God sent his only begotten Son into the world, Jesus was born into a human family as a Jew who was raised 
according to the teaching and wisdom of God's word in the Hebrew Scriptures (OT) and the religious customs of his 
people. Jesus was born under the law of Moses (Ga 4:4) and was circumcised (the sign of being a covenanted mem-
ber of Israel) on the eighth day and given his name, Jesus which means "God saves." 
 
We know little about Jesus' early life at home in Nazareth. Luke in his Gospel account gives us a glimpse of Jesus' 
growth as a boy into young manhood. Luke tells us that Jesus was obedient to his parents - Mary, his mother and 
Joseph, his foster father. As devout and God-fearing Jews, Joseph and Mary raised the boy Jesus according to the 
Scriptures and Jewish customs. It was the duty of all Jewish parents to raise their children in the instruction and 
wisdom of God's word in the Scriptures. 
 
A home life centred on prayer and the reading of Scripture 
Jewish home life was centred on daily family prayers, including the singing of the Psalms and the reading of the 
Scriptures. Every Friday evening, the family gathered for a festive meal with the lighting of the Sabbath candle and 
prayers of blessing over the bread and wine to open the celebration of the Sabbath holy day. Each Saturday morn-
ing the family attended the Sabbath service which includes a reading from the Torah (five books of Moses) and 
chanting the psalms at the local community synagogue. Older boys were sent to school on weekday mornings, 
called the "house of the book" (either at the synagogue or the rabbi's house), where they were given further in-
struction in the reading and study of the Jewish Scriptures. Every Jewish boy was required to memorize the first five 
books of the Jewish Scriptures (the Torah or Books of Moses) by the age of 13. They also learned to memorize and 
put into practice the wise counsels found in the Book of Proverbs (Wisdom of Solomon) and the Book of Sirach 
(Ecclesiasticus) which was another common book of instruction for Jews living throughout the Greek-speaking 
world. 
 
Jesus obeyed and served his family at Nazareth 
While Jesus identified himself as Son of the eternal Father in heaven, he, nonetheless, submitted himself with love 
and obedience to Mary and Joseph. Like all godly parents, Mary and Joseph raised their son in the fear (Godly re-
spect) and wisdom of God. Luke tells us that Jesus grew as a man in wisdom, stature, and favour with God and with 
the people of Nazareth, his home town. He remained at Nazareth until the age of 30 when he was baptized by John 
at the River Jordan and anointed by the Spirit for his mission as the Messiah and Savior of the world. (Thirty was 
the traditional age when a Jewish man could become a rabbi who taught and formed disciples in the knowledge 
and wisdom of God's word.) Do you seek to love and serve your family and to pursue peace and harmony in your 
home, neighbourhood, and community? 
 
The Lord Jesus came to show us the way to our Father's house and family in heaven. Listen to his word and obey 
him and you will find great peace, joy, and favour in serving him now and forever. 

Fr Allan 



MASS INTENTIONS                                            
Date Time Intention 

Sat 28th 6pm Thanksgiving mass for the end of the year 

 Sun 29th 9am The Terrant Family 

 11am For the People of the Parish 

Tues 31st 5 pm Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Wed 1st   9 am Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Thu 2nd 12 md Roman Lusawa RIP 

Fri 3rd 10  

Sat 4th  6pm  

SUNDAY MASS READINGS 

 
 

Scan the QR code with your Phone 

PARISH NOTICES 

CHRISTMAS GIVING ENVELOPES 

These are now available and they are an opportunity 
for you to make a special Christmas gift to the church at 
this time. This money is no longer an offering to the 
clergy. If you wish to give them a gift, you must do that 
separately through a card or some other means 
through the parish letterbox. 

THANK YOU !!  

To all the volunteers helping 

peeling and chopping, cooking 

and setting up the hall, serving 

the lunch and helping tidying 

up at our Christmas lunch; to 

all the singers and to all the 

people who generously donat-

ed  money, time and Christmas 

decorations,   our heartfelt 

thank you!  

PARISH ACTIVITY 

TEAS after masses in the Don Bosco Hall:                                               
After 9am Mass every Sunday. 

 
After 11am Mass will resume on the 12/01/2025 

when we will celebrate the Epiphany with 
“gallettes des rois”. 

 
To join a team to set up, serve and clear up, 

please contact Joelle on 07842 314 112 
CHRISTMAS  CELEBRATIONS 

 

Saturday 28th December-The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Jo-
seph:  

• 6.00 pm Mass  
Sunday 29th December :  

• 9.00 am Mass,  

• 11.00 am Children Mass 
Monday 30th December:  

• No Mass  
Tuesday 31th December - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God :  

• 5.00 pm Mass,  
Wednesday 1st January - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God :  

• 12.00 md Mass  

CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS  

 

Our Lady Help of Christians wish you all  

a  very  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

And if you are travelling, abroad or not, have a good  

and a safe journey!  

Fr Allan & Fr John 

 

 


