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PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Secretary
Liliana Bragadin
kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk

Parish office open:

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs
10:00am - 12:00md

Sunday Masses: (Sat 6pm)
Sunday 9am & 1lam
Weekday Masses:

Wed, Thurs & Fri 10am
Confession: by appointment
Exposition: after mass on Fri-
days

LAST WEEKS OFFERING
£483.51

STANDING ORDERS FOR
DECEMBER £ 3,899

CONTACTLESS INCOME

DECEMBER
£ 622

Thank you for your
contribution to the Parish!

This Parish is part of
Westminster Roman Catholic
Diocesan Trust (WRCDT)
Registered Charity No: 233699

‘Today this Scripture has been fulfilled.”
(Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21)

Meditation: What does the Gospel of Luke tell us about Jesus and his mission and what he came to do
for us? Many sceptics question the reliability and accuracy of the Gospel accounts of Jesus. Luke tells us
that his account is utterly believable because it comes from first hand witnesses (Lk 1:2) who knew Jesus
personally, heard him teach, saw his miracles, and witnessed his atoning death on the cross and his ris-
ing from the tomb to everlasting life.

Luke begins his account by addressing his friend, Theophilus, a name which means "beloved of God" (Lk
1:3). In so many words Luke tells his friend (and us as well), I am writing to you the most incredible sto-
ry humankind has known - and which many witnesses and messengers of God's word have openly ex-
plained on many occasions. Luke wants his friend and all who read his account to "know the truth" (Lk
1:4) concerning Jesus of Nazareth who was sent from the Father in heaven and anointed by the Holy
Spirit to bring us the good news and power of God's kingdom.

The "good news" of Jesus brings new life and freedom

The word "gospel" literally means "good news." The Gospel is the Good News of Jesus Christ and the
new life and freedom he has won for us through his atoning death on the cross for our sins and his resur-
rection to everlasting life and glory with the Father in heaven. The Gospel is the all-powerful and all-
merciful word of God for us today as much as it was for the people who first heard it in Jesus' time. It's a
life-giving word that has supernatural power to change, transform, and bring freedom and healing to
those who accept it as the living word of God. Are you hungry for God's word of truth and mercy, love
and forgiveness? And do you want to grow in the knowledge of God and what he has accomplished for
us through his Son, Jesus Christ?

Jesus came in the power of the Spirit

Luke tells us that Jesus was about 30 years of age when he began his public ministry (Lk 3:23). Right after
Jesus was baptized by John and anointed by the Spirit at the River Jordan (Lk 3:21-22), he spent 40 days
in the wilderness to devote himself to prayer and fasting (Lk 4:1-13). At the end of this period of spiritual
preparation and testing, Luke tells us that Jesus "returned in the power of the Spirit to his own land of
Galilee" (Lk 4:14). Jesus chose to begin his public ministry in Galilee first, rather than in Jerusalem, the
holy city and temple of God. This was in fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah 9:1,2.

Luke tells us that Jesus chose to publicly announce his mission in the synagogue at Nazareth. The people
there were familiar with Jesus since it was his custom to regularly attend the weekly Sabbath service.
Jesus was also known by many in Nazareth as a "carpenter" (Mk 6:3) and "son of Joseph" (Lk 4:21). When
the president of the synagogue called on Jesus to read from the book of the prophet Isaiah, Jesus chose to
read Isaiah's description (verses 1-2 of chapter 61) of what the Messiah would do when he came to re-
store God's kingdom for the people of Israel.

Isaiah had prophesied that the Messiah would be sent by God and anointed in the power of the Holy
Spirit to preach "good news" and bring healing, blessing, and freedom to all who were oppressed (see Is
61:1-2). Jesus awakened their hope in God's promises when he announced that this word was now being
fulfilled in his very own person. Luke tells us that the people of Nazareth spoke well of him and received
his "gracious word" with amazement and wonder. But they also openly questioned how the "son of Jo-
seph" would fulfil this Messianic mission (Lk 4:21). Jesus challenged them to believe the word God had
spoken through the prophets and the word he now speaks in God's name through the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Jesus renews and strengthens us in faith, hope, and love

The Lord Jesus speaks this same word to each of us today - he comes to bring us healing and restoration,
pardon and freedom from the oppression of sin, despair, hopelessness, and destruction. Do you believe
his word with expectant faith and trust, or with doubt and indifference? The Lord will not refuse to pour
out his Spirit on all who trust in him. Ask the Lord Jesus to renew in you the joy of the Gospel and the
freedom to live each day with trusting faith, joyful hope, and fervent love.

T hlan




PARISH ACTIVITIES

TEAS after masses in the Don Bosco Hall:
After 9am Mass every Sunday.
After 11lam Mass once a fortnight.

ALTAR SERVERS

If you have received First Holy Communion you are wel-
come to join our team of Servers at any of our weekend
Masses. While we encourage young children to serve af-
ter their first holy communion, adults are welcome too.
To make contact please come to the Day Chapel behind
the Sanctuary and speak to Jackie, Akua, Tom, Joel or Fr
Allan.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
This takes place during the Liturgy of the Word at the
11am Mass.

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION SESSIONS
Every Thursday at 4pm in the Day Chapel
(Session lasts about 30 minutes).

OVER 60’s BINGO CLUB
The over 60’s Bingo Club is run by SanKTus every Tues-
day morning in Our Lady’s Hall. All parishioners and
friends in our local community are most welcome to join
us and there is the chance of winning a cash prize !
The programme is as follows:
Refreshments - 10.40am, BINGO 11.00 - 12.00 pm,
Two Course Meal -12noon -1pm.
There is a charge of £5 to cover all activities.

FREE HOT LUNCH SERVICE
SanKTus also offers a free hot lunch service to all-comers
on Sunday afternoon at 2pm and a sandwich service on
Wednesdays. Prospective volunteers to help with any
part of this activity are invited to get in touch with Rich-
ard Mallon our Welfare Officer,
at sanktus.welfare@gmail.com

CHURCH CLEANERS
A small group of parishioners help to clean the area
around the Sanctuary and the Sacristy. They have asked
for some help. If you could give an hour or so, please
meet them after Mass and Exposition in the Day Chapel
on Fridays and they will brief you as to what is required.

THE SVP (St Vincent de Paul) Society
Our SVP conference, inspired by the charitable work of St.
Vincent de Paul, befriends individuals and families in
their own homes and in the local nursing home.
The SVP also responds to requests for help with material
goods and grants wherever need arises.

PARISH REGISTRATION
If you are newly arrived in the Parish please fill in a Par-
ish Registration Form that can be found on the table at the
back of the church on the right hand side, or in the Porch.
Please put completed forms through the Presbytery letter-
box.

MASS INTENTIONS
Date Time |Intention
Sat 25th 6:00 pm | Ursula Allsop (RIP)
Sun26th | 9:00am | Sister Mary Casey (P.I.)
11:00 am | Phil Rolland (RIP)
Wed 29th | 10:00 am | Fabiana Adu (RIP)
Thru 30th | 10:00 am | School Mass
Fri31th | 10:00 am | Pere Fernando
Sat 1st 6:00 pm | Mary and Robert Arridge (RIP)

PARISH NOTICES

SUNDAY MASS READINGS

Scan the QR code with your Phone

MASS FOR THE SICKS
We remind our parishioners the Diocese of Westmin-
ster is organizing a Mass for the Sick to be celebrated at
Westminster Cathedral by Cardinal Vincent Nichols on
Saturday 8th of February 2025 at 2pm. On this occasion
the Anointing of the Sick will be offered.

It is a tickets-only event and the parish office has re-
served a few tickets for parishioners who would like to
take part to it. Please contact the office to reserve your
ticket and request further details.

Unfortunately the parish does not provide transporta-
tion, everyone will need to make their own private ar-
rangements. Thank you.

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES

The annual diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes led by Car-
dinal Nichols will take place from 25th July to 1st Au-
gust 2025 using Sanctuary’s theme for the Jubilee year
‘With Mary, Pilgrims of Hope'.

The booking platform will soon be open for parishes

and school groups to join.

We will keep you updated about the pilgrimage and
how to join in as soon as the office will receive any fur-

ther information.




