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PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Secretary
Liliana Bragadin
kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk

Parish office open:

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs
10:00am - 12:00md

Sunday Masses: (Sat 6pm)
Sunday 9am & 1lam
Weekday Masses:

Wed, Thurs & Fri 10am
Confession: by appointment
Exposition: after mass on Fri-
days

LAST WEEKS OFFERING
£414.16

STANDING ORDERS FOR
DECEMBER £ 3,899

CONTACTLESS INCOME

DECEMBER
£ 622

Thank you for your
contribution to the Parish!

This Parish is part of
Westminster Roman Catholic
Diocesan Trust (WRCDT)
Registered Charity No: 233699

‘When Jesus had been baptised and was praying, the heavens were opened.”
(Lk 3:15-16, 21-22)

Meditation: Do you want to be on fire for God? John the Baptist said that the Messiah would
"baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire." Fire in biblical times was associated with God and
with his action in the world and in the lives of his people. God sometimes manifested his pres-
ence by use of fire, such as the burning bush which was not consumed when God spoke to
Moses (Ex 3:2). The image of fire was also used to symbolize God's glory (Ez 1:4, 13), his pro-
tective presence (2 Kg 6:17), his holiness (Dt 4:24), his righteous judgment (Ze 13:9), and his
wrath against sin and evil (Is 66:15-16). Fire can also be a sign of the presence and action of the
Holy Spirit (Mt 3:11-12 and Ac 2:3). God's fire both purifies and cleanses us, and burns within
us a passionate love, holy desire, and reverent fear (respect and awe) of God and his word.
Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire
Jesus came to give us the fire of his Spirit that we may radiate the joy and truth of the Gospel
to a world in desperate need of God's light and truth. His word has power to change and
transform our lives that we may be burning lights pointing others to Jesus Christ. Like John
the Baptist, we too are called to give testimony to the light and truth of Jesus Christ. Do you
want the Lord's power, grace, and love to burn brightly in your life? Ask him to fill you with
his Holy Spirit.
John preached a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins (Lk 3:3). Why did Jesus, the
Sinless One, submit himself to John's baptism? In this humble submission we see a foreshad-
owing of the "baptism" of his bloody death upon the cross. Jesus' baptism is the acceptance
and the beginning of his mission as God's suffering Servant (Is 53). He allowed himself to be
numbered among sinners. Jesus submitted himself entirely to his Father's will. Out of love he
consented to this baptism of death for the remission of our sins. Do you know the joy of trust
and submission to God?
Jesus' baptism - beginning of a new creation
The Father proclaimed his entire delight in his Son and spoke audibly for all to hear. The Holy
Spirit, too, was present as he anointed Jesus for his ministry which began that day as he rose
from the waters of the Jordan river. Jesus will be the source of the Spirit for all who come to
believe in him. At his baptism the heavens were opened and the waters were sanctified by the
descent of Jesus and the Holy Spirit, signifying the beginning of a new creation.
Heaven will open for those who bow before the Lord
How can we enter into the mystery of Jesus' humble self-abasement and baptism? Gregory of
Nazianzus (329-389 AD), an early church father tells us: "Let us be buried with Christ by Bap-
tism to rise with him; let us go down with him to be raised with him; and let us rise with him
to be glorified with him." Do you want to see your life transformed in the likeness of Christ?
And do you want to become a more effective instrument of the Gospel? Examine Jesus' humil-
ity and ask the Holy Spirit to forge this same attitude in your heart. As you do, heaven will
open for you as well.
The Lord Jesus is ever ready to renew and refashion us in his likeness through the gift and
working of the Holy Spirit - and he anoints us for mission as ambassadors of his kingdom of
righteousness (moral goodness), peace, and joy (Rm 14:17). We are called to be the "light" and
salt" of his kingdom that radiate the beauty and aroma of his mercy and goodness to those
around us (Mt 5:13,15-16). The Lord Jesus wants his love and truth to shine through us that
many others may may find new life, freedom, and joy in the Holy Spirit. Ask the Lord Jesus to
fill you with his Holy Spirit that you may radiate the joy of the Gospel to those around you.
Prayer Lord Jesus, fill me with your Holy Spirit and with the fire of your love and goodness.
May I always find joy and delight in seeking to please you in doing your will just as you have
delighted in the joy of pleasing your Father and doing his will. Fr Allan




PARISH ACTIVITIES

TEAS after masses in the Don Bosco Hall:
After 9am Mass every Sunday.
After 11lam Mass once a fortnight.

ALTAR SERVERS

If you have received First Holy Communion you are wel-
come to join our team of Servers at any of our weekend
Masses. While we encourage young children to serve af-
ter their first holy communion, adults are welcome too.
To make contact please come to the Day Chapel behind
the Sanctuary and speak to Jackie, Akua, Tom, Joel or Fr
Allan.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
This takes place during the Liturgy of the Word at the
11am Mass.

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION SESSIONS
Every Thursday at 4pm in the Day Chapel
(Session lasts about 30 minutes).

OVER 60’s BINGO CLUB
The over 60’s Bingo Club is run by SanKTus every Tues-
day morning in Our Lady’s Hall. All parishioners and
friends in our local community are most welcome to join
us and there is the chance of winning a cash prize !
The programme is as follows:
Refreshments - 10.40am, BINGO 11.00 - 12.00 pm,
Two Course Meal -12noon -1pm.
There is a charge of £5 to cover all activities.

FREE HOT LUNCH SERVICE
SanKTus also offers a free hot lunch service to all-comers
on Sunday afternoon at 2pm and a sandwich service on
Wednesdays. Prospective volunteers to help with any
part of this activity are invited to get in touch with Rich-
ard Mallon our Welfare Officer,
at sanktus.welfare@gmail.com

CHURCH CLEANERS
A small group of parishioners help to clean the area
around the Sanctuary and the Sacristy. They have asked
for some help. If you could give an hour or so, please
meet them after Mass and Exposition in the Day Chapel
on Fridays and they will brief you as to what is required.

THE SVP (St Vincent de Paul) Society
Our SVP conference, inspired by the charitable work of St.
Vincent de Paul, befriends individuals and families in
their own homes and in the local nursing home.
The SVP also responds to requests for help with material
goods and grants wherever need arises.

PARISH REGISTRATION
If you are newly arrived in the Parish please fill in a Par-
ish Registration Form that can be found on the table at the
back of the church on the right hand side, or in the Porch.
Please put completed forms through the Presbytery letter-
box.

MASS INTENTIONS
Date Time |Intention
Sat 11th 6:00 pm | Robert Howards (RIP)
Sun12Th | 9:00 am | Mass for the Souls
11:00 am | For the People of the Parish
Wed 15th | 10:00 am | Anna Cloherty (RIP)
Thru 16th | 10:00 am
Fri17th 10:00 am
Sat18th | 6:00 pm
PARISH NOTICES
SUNDAY MASS READINGS

Scan the QR code with your Phone
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The next course preparing parents for the baptism of
their child, which entails three sessions, will be held on
Friday 17th January 2025 from 7:30—8:30 pm. Please
contact the office to book a place.




