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4th Sunday of Lent                      30th March 2025 

PARISH TEAM  

Parish Priest                                           
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil                           

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk 

—————- 

Parish Secretary                          
Liliana Bragadin                                                               

kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk                   

Parish office open:  

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 10:00am - 

12:00md  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Masses Times: 

Tuesdays to Fridays: 10:00 am 

   Saturday: 6:00 pm 

   Sunday: 9:00 am (Sung Mass 

       11:00 am (Family Mass 

       with Children’s Liturgy) 

Masses during the week are cele-

brated in the daily Chapel 

       Church new opening hours  

 Tuesdays to Fridays 

 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

 STANDING ORDERS FEBRUARY   

£ 2,209 

CONTACTLESS INCOME FEBRUARY                                      

£ 419.50 

Thank you!  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

This Parish is part of                 

Westminster Roman Catholic Dioc-

esan Trust (WRCDT)              

Registered Charity No: 233699  

 

‘Your brother was dead, and is alive.’ 
(Lk 15:1-3, 11-32) 

 
Meditation: What's worse than being separated from your home, loved ones, and friends? The pain of 
separation can only be surpassed by the joy of the homecoming and reunion. When God commanded 
his people to celebrate the Passover annually, he wanted them to never forget what he did for them 
when he freed them from oppression and slavery in the land of Egypt and brought them back to their 
promised homeland which he gave as a sign of his immense love and favour. At the end of their wan-
dering in the wilderness for 40 years, Joshua, the successor to Moses, led the people in celebrating the 
Passover meal after they had safely passed over the River Jordan to their promised homeland (Joshua 
5:9-12). 
Our true homeland with God 
This crossing over from a land of slavery and oppression to a land of promise and freedom is a sign 
that foreshadows the true freedom and homecoming which the Lord Jesus has won for us in his king-
dom. Through his victory on the cross the Lord Jesus has delivered us from the dominion of sin and 
darkness and transferred us to his kingdom of light, truth, and forgiveness (Co 1:13-14). God offers this 
freedom to all who believe in his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. God does not desire the death of anyone 
(Ez 18:23). That is why he sent us his only-begotten Son to set us free from slavery to sin, Satan, and 
death and to restore us to everlasting peace, joy, and abundant life with our Father in heaven. 
The merciful Father who welcomes home his lost son 
Jesus illustrates this Passover from slavery to sin and condemnation to freedom and new life in Christ 
with the longest parable recorded in the Gospels (Lk 15:11-32). What is the main point of Jesus' story 
about two ungrateful sons and their extravagant loving father? Is it the contrast between a grudging 
obedient son and a rebellious son who had wished his father was dead? Or the warm reception given 
to a spendthrift son and the cold reception given by the eldest son? 
Jesus does contrast the eldest son's cold and aloof reception for his errant brother with the father's 
warm embrace and lavish homecoming party for his repentant son. While the errant son had wasted 
his father's money, his father, nonetheless, maintained unbroken love for his son. The son, while he 
was away, learned a lot about himself. And he realized that his father had given him love which he had 
not returned. He had yet to learn about the depth of his father's love for him. 
His deep humiliation at finding himself obliged to feed on the husks of pigs and his reflection on all he 
had lost, led to his repentance and decision to declare himself guilty before his father. While he hoped 
for reconciliation with his father, he could not have imagined a full restoration of relationship. The 
father did not need to speak words of forgiveness to his son; his actions spoke more loudly and clearly! 
The beautiful robe, the ring, and the festive banquet symbolize the new life - pure, worthy, and joyful - 
of every person who returns to God. 
Forgiven and restored to new life 
The prodigal could not return to the garden of innocence, but he was welcomed and reinstated as a 
son who had been missed much and greatly loved by his father. The errant son's dramatic change from 
grief and guilt to forgiveness and restoration express in picture-language the resurrection from the 
dead which Jesus makes possible to everyone who believes in him, a rebirth to new life from death. 
The parable also contrasts mercy and its opposite - unforgiveness. The father who had been wronged, 
was forgiving. But the eldest son, who had not been wronged, was unforgiving. His unforgiveness turns 
into spiteful pride and contempt for his brother. And his resentment leads to his isolation and es-
trangement from the community of forgiven sinners. 
God's mercy and kindness knows no bounds 
In this parable Jesus gives a vivid picture of God and what God is like. God is truly kinder than any of 
us. He does not lose hope or give up when we stray from him. He is always on the lookout for those 
who have a change of heart and want to return. He rejoices in finding the lost and in welcoming them 
home. Do you know the joy of repentance and the restoration of relationship as a son or daughter of 

your heavenly Father?          Fr Allan 



MASS INTENTIONS                                            

Date Time Intention 

Sat  29th 6:00 pm Mrs Simon & Family (RIP) 

 Sun 30th 9:00 am Lino Cavalzani (RIP) 

 11:00 am For the People of the Parish 

Tue 1st 10:00 am Rosa Fransisco Amaro (RIP) 

Wed  2nd 10.00 am  

Thu 3rd 10:00 am School Mass (Yr 6 ) 

Fri 4th 10:00 am Rhona Conroy (RIP) 

Sat  5th 6:00 pm  

PARISH NOTICES 
     MORNING PRAYER & MASS TIMES 

 

Tuesdays: 10:00 am 
Wednesdays: 10:00 am 
Thursdays: 10:00 am 
Fridays: 10:00 am 
Saturday: 6:00 pm 
Sunday: 9:00 am (Sung Mass) 
      11:00 am (Family Mass with Children’s Liturgy) 
Masses during the week are celebrated in the daily Chapel. 

 
New opening hours of the Our Lady Help of Christians: 
        Tuesdays to Fridays: 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 

SUNDAY MASS READINGS 

 
 

Scan the QR code with your Phone 

                        LOURDES PILGRIMAGE 

   
   Lourdes Pilgrimage 25th July - 1st August 2025 

Registration for the Westminster diocesan pilgrimage led by Cardinal 

Vincent Nicholas is now open. Options to travel by plane or train are 

available. All applications to join this year’s pilgrimage need to be sub-

mitted by Wednesday 30th April. If you are interested to come to the 

Pilgrimage to Lourdes, please speak with Fr Allan. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Palm Sunday 
Saturday 12th April 2025:  6:00 pm Vigil Mass  
Sunday 13th April 2025:  9:00 am (Sung Mass)  
     11:00 am (Children Mass) 
      
Monday 14th April 2025  Church Close 
 
Tuesday 15th April 2025   
10:00 am Morning Prayer, Followed by Mass 
 
Wednesday 16th April 2025  
10:00 am Morning Prayer, Followed by Mass  
 
Maundy Thursday 17th April 2025 
10:00 am Morning Prayer 
7:00 pm The Lord’s Supper 
11:00 pm Vigil Ends 
 
Good Friday 18th April 2025 
10:00 am Morning Prayer 
3:00 pm The Passion of the Lord 
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross 
 
Holy Saturday 19th April 2025  
10:00 am Morning Prayer 
8:00 pm Easter Vigil 
 
Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 20th April 2025 
9:00 am (Sung Mass)  
11:00 am (Children Mass) 

 LENT ACTIVITIES—FRIDAYS 

 
 

 
10:00 am Morning Prayer, Morning Mass, Followed by the Stations of 
The Cross 
7:00pm Lenten Talk by Fr Javier Ruiz-Ortiz, Followed by the Stations of 

the Cross. Simultaneously confessions will be available.         

         FUNERALS 
 

     Mrs Rhona Conroy  
The funeral for the late Rhona Conroy will take place  in 

our church. The date and time to be confirmed. 
Please keep her and her  family in your prayers during 

this difficult time.  

OFFICE CLOSED 

From Monday 24/03/2025 till Sunday 06/04/2025 the 

parish office will be closed .  

For any urgent matter, please contact Fr Allan at  

 allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk 

                            NIGHT SHELTER 

        4th February  9th April 2025  

The Night Shelter has been extended for another two weeks. 

If you are able or happy to contribute, please take one of the 

envelopes at the back of the church or donate online at  

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/kentishtown/donate/other-

ways-to-give/.   Thank you. 


