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4th week of Easter 11th May 2025
PARISH TEAM ‘I give eternal life to my sheep.”  (Jn 10:27-30)
Meditation: How secure is your faith and trust in God? Jesus speaks of the tremendous trust
Parish Priest he has in God his Father and the tremendous trust we ought to have in him because he is our
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Masses during the week are cele-
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Tuesdays to Fridays

9:30 am to 4:00 pm

LAST WEEK COLLECTION
£392.13
STANDING ORDERS APRIL
£2,169
CONTACTLESS INCOME APRIL
£554

Thank you!

This Parish is part of
Westminster Roman Catholic Dioc-
esan Trust (WRCDT)

good shepherd (Jn 10:11). What is the significance of Jesus calling himself the Good Shep-
herd? Shepherds were very common in the land of Jesus' time. A shepherd could have hun-
dreds or thousands of sheep under his care. Sheep without a shepherd were vulnerable prey
for predators, such as wolves and thieves. If a sheep strayed from the fold, it could easily get
lost, fall into a ravine, or become injured. Shepherds had to keep a constant watch over their
folds by day and by night. That is why shepherds had to literally live with their sheep so they
could lead them out to good pasture for grazing during the day and bring them to a safe
place at night for rest and shelter. Shepherds got to know their sheep well and kept a careful
count each evening. They also called their sheep by name so the sheep could recognize the
shepherd's voice when he called them to follow him.

The Good Shepherd and Guardian of our souls

God used the image of a shepherd to describe his covenant relationship and care for his cho-
sen people who were called by his name (Ps 80:1 and 100:3). God called David, who shep-
herded his father's flock in his youth, to be the anointed king and shepherd for his people
Israel (Ez 37:24). Jesus, God's anointed Messiah and King, born from the tribe of David, called
himself the Good Shepherd of the people whom his Father had entrusted to his care (In
10:29).

Peter the Apostle tells us that the Lord Jesus is the Good Shepherd and Guardian of our
souls (1 Pt 2:25). He keeps a close and personal watch over every one of his sheep - his fol-
lowers (disciples) who belong to him. He calls each of us personally by name to follow him.
And he promises to be our guardian and protector from the snares of our enemy, Satan, the
father of lies and a murderer from the beginning (Jn 8:44). The Lord leads us each day to
good pastures - places where we can feed on his word and drink from the well-springs of liv-
ing water which is his Holy Spirit (Jn 7:38-39, Jn 4:14). If we feed on his word and drink from
the living water of the Holy Spirit, we will find the nourishment and strength we need to live
each day for his glory and honour. Do you recognize the voice of your Shepherd and Guardian
who calls to you each day?

"My sheep follow me"

Cyril of Alexandria (376-444 AD), an early church father and theologian, contrasts those who
listen for the voice of the Good Shepherd, and those who close their ears to his call.

“The mark of Christ's sheep is their willingness to hear and obey, just as disobedience
is the mark of those who are not his. We take the word hear to imply obedience to what has
been said. People who hear God are known by him. No one is entirely unknown by God, but
to be known in this way is to become part of his family. Therefore, when Christ says, 'l know
mine,' he means | will receive them and give them a permanent mystical relationship with
myself. It might be said that inasmuch as he has become man, he has made all human beings
his relatives, since all are members of the same race. We are all united to Christ in a mystical
relationship because of his incarnation. Yet those who do not preserve the likeness of his ho-
liness are alienated from him... 'My sheep follow me,' says Christ. By a certain God-given
grace, believers follow in the footsteps of Christ. No longer subject to the shadows of the law,
they obey the commands of Christ and guided by his words rise through grace to his own dig-
nity, for they are called 'children of God' (Mt 5:9). When Christ ascends into heaven, they also

follow him." (excerpt from the COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 7.1) T o an




PARISH NOTICES

MASS INTENTIONS

_ FEAST OF OUR LADY
RICX HELP OF CHRISTIANS
iUt o 25th May 2025 with a mass at 10.00 am.

After mass, we will gather together in the parish garden for a picnic to
enjoy each other company. On the table at the back of the church you
will find a list where to write down your name and what you will bring
to share with others.

If you would like to contribute to the organisation of the feast, please
take one of the envelope at the back of the church. Thank you.

Please note: on the day there will be only one mass.

OFFICE SUBSIDENCE WORKS

The subsidence works to the presbytery has started on
Wednesday the 7th of May.

The Parish office has been relocated above the Parish Halls, at
44/a Falkland Road.

Temporarily, the telephone number to contact the office is
0790 7911 342. during the office hours, Mondays to Thursdays,
9.30am till 12.30md.

You will still be able to reach the parish by email, writing to
kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk or to allanalvardo@rcdow.org.uk .

DIOCESE NOTICES

LOURDES PILGRIMAGE

Lourdes Pilgrimage 25th July - 1st August 2025

There are still no. 3 places available for this Summer pilgrimage to
Lourdes. The total cost is £1,050.

For now you only need to do a down payment of £50 together with
your application. If interested, please talk to Fr Allan as soon as possi-
ble. The deadline is Monday the 12th.

Date Time |Intention

Sat 10th | 6:00 pm | Michael Donagher (Anniversary)

Sun 11th 9:00 am | For the People of the Parish

11:00 am | Nellie O’Connor

Tue13th | 10:00 am | For all the students undertaking exams

Wed 14th | 10:00 am

Thu 15th 10:00 am

Fri 16th 10:00 am

Sat 17th 6:00 pm | Jonalyn Carenan (Anniversary)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for volunteers to help counting the mon-

ey we collect during masses. There is a rota and the
time required to do this task is very little. Training will
be given. If you think you can donate some of your time
twice a month, please speak to Fr Allan or contact the
parish office. Thank you.

PRIEST TRAINING FUND

This weekend our second collection will be for the Priest Training
Fund, which benefits the parishes and the Diocese of Westminster by
providing us with new priests. This fund pays for the training and edu-
cation of men at our seminary, Allen Hall. There are currently 50 men
studying at Allen Hall seminary, 13 of whom are from our own Dio-
cese. 2 of these are deacons for Westminster. We also have 2 seminar-
ians in Valladolid. In 2024 3 deacons who studied at Allen Hall were
ordained priests. It costs an average of £25,000 per man, per year of
formation— that is about £150,000 to form and educate a new priest.
The Priest Training Fund also pays for the ongoing education and for-
mation of our priests post-ordination. Priests are at the heart of the
Catholic Church. So, please, be generous in your support of this appeal
and to continue to pray for vocations and our seminarians. Donation
envelopes are available at the back of the church. Thank you.

MASS INTENTIONS

It is part of our Catholic culture and faith to have Masses
offered for both the living and the dead. The Mass is the
greatest prayer that we offer to God when the very Act of
Redemption, Christ’s death and Resurrection, are made pre-
sent again on the altar and bread and wine become the reali-
ty of our Lord’s body, blood, soul and divinity.

It might be a relative’s birthday, wedding, baptism or you just
want to thank them for their kindness. What better way to
show your appreciation than to have a Mass offered for their
intentions?

Having Mass offered is a way of showing our love both for
the living and the dead. The death of a family member or
friend does not end our relationship with them and we can
help them gain heaven through the offering of the Mass and
our prayers. Mass intention cards for all intentions are availa-
ble at the repository at the back of the Church and in the Par-
ish office.

The donation that is given for the offering of Mass is sup-
posed to keep a priest for the day which includes his meals
etc. The diocese have stipulated that this should be at least

SUNDAY MASS READINGS

Scan the QR code with your Phone




