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6th week of Easter Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians
PARISH TEAM Why is it still important to spread devotion to Our Lady? Some
Argentine educators, in May 2018, answered this question by
Parish Priest presenting Mary Help of Christians and her relevance today.
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Parish Secretary
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Parish office open:

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 10:00am -
12:00md

Masses Times:

Tuesdays to Fridays: 10:00 am

Saturday: 6:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am (Sung Mass)

11:00 am (Family Mass
with Children’s Liturgy)

Masses during the week are cele-
brated in the daily Chapel

Church opening hours:

Tuesdays to Fridays

9:30 am to 4:00 pm

LAST WEEK COLLECTION
£ 650.39
STANDING ORDERS APRIL
£2,169
CONTACTLESS INCOME APRIL
£554

Thank you!

This Parish is part of
Westminster Roman Catholic Dioc-
esan Trust (WRCDT)

1. She is significant because she is a help when we are in difficul-
ty, and she is so because she was first of all a help to Jesus. Since B
the Annunciation, she said yes to what was about to happen, §
putting faith above all else. Then she visited her cousin Elizabeth,
going to meet her, putting herself at her service. She accompanied
and presented her Son in the temple. At Cana, without her inter-
vention, the problem would not have been solved: it is she who
urged Jesus to perform his first sign before everyone. Mary fol-
lowed her Son closely. She intervened in Jesus' passion, accompa-
nying him, not altering his destiny. When the disciples were disoriented, in doubt and did not
know what to do, she supported them and stayed with them. She believed in God by remain-
ing consistent, celebrating and living what she believed. Her help comes from faith in a God
who never abandons us.

2. For Don Bosco, devotion to the Virgin Mary was linked to the context of the conflict and
instability of his time. The twenty-first century does not seem very different, neither for soci-
ety nor for the Church. Nor for young people, who are exposed to many things that threaten
their lives. Mary is a mother, she cares, she protects. In the face of doubts and anxieties, she
is a guide, a safe place to find help. We reach Jesus through her.

3. At the end of his life, Don Bosco attributed everything he had done to the Help of Chris-
tians. It is part of the Salesian DNA. There are many of us who believe in the need for today's
abandoned and endangered boys and girls to have experiences of tenderness, welcome and
security. We can speak of Mary Help of Christians, but we can also invite you to look to her,
to contemplate one of the many images that abound in Salesian houses. With her child in her
arms, with her multi-folded mantle, just contemplate her.

4. Mary is a mother, so she understands everything that happens to her children. And you
“entrust” yourself to a mother, from the time you are little; that is, you abandon yourself into
her arms: you smile when she is there, because she consoles you, makes you feel good. She
gives you everything you need. And it doesn't matter, when you're little, what you believe or
don't believe. The important thing is for her to be there and for you to let go. You can always
be there, no matter what. Having such an experience in our world today is no small thing.

5. “Help” does not mean just a “little bit of help” or an “urgent promise.” We do not ask for
“help” in every circumstance. Mary Help of Christians is the “Mother of difficult moments”, as
it is for all of us when we need maternal support.

6. She is a woman of her people who walks with us. She is the Mother of Jesus and of each
one of us. She is a Queen, because she commands us to do good things. She is a Helper, be-

cause she comes to us in difficult times. Gontinues... S




7. To older children | say that Mary Help of Christians has always been and always will be with them. Despite the mistakes, the
problems, despite the fact that she can seem far away or visits them rarely, Mary remains. She is always there to take care of
them, in a context of so many changes. To take care of others it is also important to let ourselves be cared for by all those
through whom Mary Help of Christians is present in our daily lives.

8. Mary is a good woman, because on the cross she did not leave Jesus alone, she accompanied him and encouraged him to
complete the work that God the Father had entrusted to him. She will not abandon us. She is a woman of hope. Because the
first disciples, cowardly and fearful after Jesus’ death, were encouraged by the woman whom God had chosen as the mother of
his Son. She is a woman of faith: “Blessed are you because you have believed.”

For twenty centuries she has always been present wherever God's people have needed her, to strengthen their faith, nourish
their hope and commit them to love. And the people are aware of it. How else to explain why there are more shrines and
churches dedicated to her than to any other saint?

9. We have “deified” the human being and his power through the use of reason and technology. Devotion to Mary Help of
Christians opens us up to mystery, to understanding that we cannot do everything, that we are not omnipotent, but open to
need. But beware, even what Mary “gives us back” is not an omnipotent response: it is a response of motherhood, of poverty,
of tenderness. She shows the mysterious face of a God who is close to humankind.

10. Mary continues to be important from the point of view of trust. She invites us to trust her because she trusted us first. Mary
is the one who remains even when the Faith is gone, weakened. As we pray in the song Quiero llegar: “Please help with your
maternal hand the sinner who trusts only in you”. Those who no longer find faith in God still have a thread of hope that binds
them to Mary.
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OFFICE SUBSIDENCE WORKS

MASS INTENTIONS

The Parish office has been relocated above the Parish
Halls, at 44/a Falkland Road. A door bell has been

Date Time |Intention

Sat 24th | 6:00pm | Pierino Bragadin (RIP
put on the external gate and one at the bottom of the ’ p | Plerino Bragadin (RIP)

e 1 qs . .. Sun 25th | 10:00am | Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians
stairs inside the building to alert the parish adminis- yoew

Tue 27th 10:00 am | Requiem Mass for the Souls

trator of your presence. The parish office is open

Wed 28th | 10:00 am |Fr F is P RIP
Mondays to Thursdays 10 am to 12 md. r Francis Press (RIF)

Thu29th | 10:00 am | Ascension of the Lord — Antonio Luis (RIP)

Telephone number: 0790 7911 342. Thank you. :
Fri 30th | 10:00 am | Fr Allan (P.I)

Sat 31st 6:00 pm

FEAST OF OUR LADY
'_—;'\‘_"' ':.f HELP OF CHRISTIANS ASCENSION OF THE LORD
1} Thursday 29th May 2025 the church celebrates the feast of the
25th May 2025 with a mass at 10.00 am. Ascension of the Lord, a major Christian feast day commemo-

rating Jesus' ascent into heaven forty days after his Resurrec-
tion. It is celebrated annually on the fortieth day after Easter
Sunday. The feast is a solemn occasion, recognizing Jesus'
den for a picnic to enjoy each other company. Please | | final departure from the earth and his glorification and it is a
holy day of obligation. A mass will be celebrate at 10.00 am.

After mass, we will gather together in the parish gar-

note: on the day there will be only one mass.

FUNERALS SUNDAY MASS READINGS

The funeral of the late Miss Mary Staunton
will take place in our church on
Tuesday 3rd June 2025 at 11.30 am
Please remember her and her family in your prayers.

Scan the QR code with your
Phone




