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PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Secretary
Liliana Bragadin
kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk

Parish office open:

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 10:00am -
12:00md

Masses Times:

Tuesdays to Fridays: 10:00 am

Saturday: 6:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am (Sung Mass)

11:00 am (Family Mass
with Children’s Liturgy)

Masses during the week are cele-
brated in the daily Chapel

Church opening hours:

Tuesdays to Fridays

9:30 am to 4:00 pm

LAST WEEK COLLECTION
£ 421.29
STANDING ORDERS JUNE
£2,211
CONTACTLESS INCOME JUNE
£ 550

Thank you!

This Parish is part of
Westminster Roman Catholic Dioc-
esan Trust (WRCDT)

Who is my neighbour?
(Lk 10:25-37)

Meditation: If God is all-loving and compassionate, then why is there so much suffering and evil in this
world? Many agnostics refuse to believe in God because of this seemingly imponderable problem. If
God is love then evil and suffering must be eliminated in all its forms. What is God's answer to this hu-
man dilemma? Jesus' parable about a highway robbery gives us a helpful hint. Jesus told this dramatic
story in response to a devout Jew who wanted to understand how to apply God's great commandment
of love to his everyday life circumstances. In so many words this religious-minded Jew said: "I want to
love God as best as | can and | want to love my neighbour as well. But how do | know that | am fulfilling
my duty to love my neighbour as myself?"

Jesus must have smiled when he heard this man challenge him to explain one's duty towards their
neighbour. For the Jewish believer the law of love was plain and simple: "treat your neighbour as you
would treat yourself." The real issue for this believer was the correct definition of who is "my neigh-
bour". He understood "neighbour" to mean one's fellow Jew who belonged to the same covenant
which God made with the people of Israel. Up to a certain point, Jesus agreed with this sincere expert
but, at the same time, he challenged him to see that God's view of neighbour went far beyond his nar-
row definition.

God's love and mercy extends to all

Jesus told a parable to show how wide God's love and mercy is towards every fellow human being. Je-
sus' story of a brutal highway robbery was all too familiar to his audience. The road from Jerusalem to
Jericho went through a narrow winding valley surrounded by steep rocky cliffs. Many wealthy Jews
from Jerusalem had winter homes in Jerico. This narrow highway was dangerous and notorious for its
robbers who could easily ambush their victim and escape into the hills. No one in his right mind would
think of traveling through this dangerous highway alone. It was far safer to travel with others for pro-
tection and defence.

Our prejudice gets in the way of mercy

So why did the religious leaders refuse to give any help when they saw a half-dead victim lying by the
roadside? Didn't they recognize that this victim was their neighbour? And why did a Samaritan, an out-
sider who was despised by the Jews, treat this victim with special care at his own expense as he would
care for his own family? Who was the real neighbour who showed brotherly compassion and mercy?
Jesus makes the supposed villain, the despised Samaritan, the merciful one as an example for the status
conscious Jews. Why didn't the priest and Levite stop to help? The priest probably didn't want to risk
the possibility of ritual impurity. His piety got in the way of charity. The Levite approached close to the
victim, but stopped short of actually helping him. Perhaps he feared that bandits were using a decoy to
ambush him. The Levite put personal safety ahead of saving his neighbour.

God expects us to be merciful as he is merciful

What does Jesus' story tell us about true love for one's neighbour? First, we must be willing to help
even if others brought trouble on themselves through their own fault or negligence. Second, our love
and concern to help others in need must be practical. Good intentions and showing pity, or empathizing
with others, are not enough. And lastly, our love for others must be as wide and as inclusive as God's
love. God excludes no one from his care and concern. God's love is unconditional. So, we must be ready
to do good to others for their sake, just as God is good to us.

Continues on the next page




Jesus not only taught God's way of love, but he showed how far God
was willing to go to share in our suffering and to restore us to whole-
ness of life and happiness. Jesus overcame sin, suffering, and death
through his victory on the cross. His death brought us freedom from
slavery to sin and the promise of everlasting life with God. He willingly
shared in our suffering to bring us to the source of true healing and
freedom from sin and oppression. True compassion not only identifies
and empathizes with the one who is in pain, but takes that pain on
oneself in order to bring freedom and restoration.

The cross shows us God's perfect love and forgiveness

Jesus truly identified with our plight, and he took the burden of our
sinful condition upon himself. He showed us the depths of God's love
and compassion, by sharing in our suffering and by offering his life as
an atoning sacrifice for our sins upon the cross. His suffering is re-
demptive because it brings us healing and restoration and the fulness
of eternal life. God offers us true freedom from every form of oppres-
sion, sin, and suffering. And that way is through the cross of Jesus
Christ. Are you ready to embrace the cross of Christ, to suffer for his
sake, and to lay down your life out of love for your neighbour?
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MASS INTENTIONS

Date Time |Intention

Sat 12th | 6:00 pm |John Connell (RIP)

Sun13th | 9:00am | For the People of the Parish

11:00 am | Maureen Cunningham (RIP)

Tue 15h 10:00 am | Luisa G. (P.I.)

Wed 16th | 10:00 am | Cinzia B. (P.1.)

Thu17th | 10:00 am | School Mass (Yr5)

Fri 18th | 7.00 pm |Peggy Ryan (P.L)

Sat 19th 6:00 pm

PARISH ACTIVITIES

DIOCESE NOTICES

WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE

Pilgrimage to the
Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham
20 September 2025

The Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady at Walsing-
ham, led by Cardinal Vincent, will take place on Saturday 20
September 2025, with the theme in this Jubilee Year of ‘With
Mary, we are Pilgrims of Hope, Sharing Mary’s Joy'.

The parish is organizing a private coach to get there. The number
of places is limited to 15 and it will be a first come, first served
basis. The cost to participate is £68 (it includes transportation
and a £5 Pilgrimage Levy).

Please: if you are interested to come to the Pilgrimage to Wal-
singham, please speak with Fr Allan.

FR JOHN'’S FEAST

Thank you to everyone who contributed towards the prepara-
tion and realisation of the feast for the 50th Anniversary of
priesthood of Fr John.

Fr Allan thanks everyone who helped with the mass and mu-
sic preparations, who helped to set up the halls and to all peo-
ple who generously donated food and money (£580).

SEA SUNDAY 2025
STELLA MARIS COLLECTION

Sea farers and fishers play a vital role in all our lives, but they
often work in difficult, hazardous conditions.

Please support Sea Sunday today 13th July 2025 by praying for
all those who live and work at sea. Your support will make a big
difference to seafarers and fishers in need. You can donate in
church, or by visiting www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate, or by
texting ‘SEA” to 70460 to donate £5. This collection is vital to ena-
ble Stella Maris* to continue its important work, so please give
generously. Thank you.

*Stella Maris is the maritime agency of the Catholic Church . Its teams
of chaplains provide practical help and pastoral care to seafarers and
fishers in the UK and around the world.

PARISH ACTIVITIES
TEAS after masses in the Don Bosco Hall:
After 9am Mass every Sunday.
After 11am Mass once a fortnight.
ALTAR SERVERS
If you have received First Holy Communion you are welcome
to join our team of Servers at any of our weekend Masses.
While we encourage young children to serve after their first
holy communion, adults are welcome too. To make contact
please come to the Day Chapel behind the Sanctuary and
speak to Jackie, Akua, Tom, Joel or Fr Allan.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY
This takes place during the Liturgy of the Word at the 11am
Mass.
CHRISTIANS MEDITATIONS SESSION

Every Thursday at 4pm in the Day Chapel (sessions lasts
about 30 minutes)

OVER 60’s BINGO CLUB

The over 60’s Bingo Club is run by SanKTus every Tuesday
morning in Our Lady’s Hall.

All parishioners and friends in our Local Community are
most welcome to join in.

SUNDAY MASS READINGS

Scan the QR code with your Phone




