18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Our Lady Help of Christians
4 Lady Margaret Road, London, NW5 2XT

Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/kentishtown/

Telephone: 0790 7911 342
Email: kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk

3rd August 2025

PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Secretary
Liliana Bragadin
kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk

Parish office open:

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 10:00am -
12:00md

Masses Times:

Tuesdays to Fridays: 10:00 am

Saturday: 6:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am (Sung Mass)

11:00 am (Family Mass
with Children’s Liturgy)

Masses during the week are cele-
brated in the daily Chapel

Church opening hours:

Tuesdays to Fridays

9:30 am to 4:00 pm

LAST WEEK COLLECTION
£
STANDING ORDERS JUNE
£2,211
CONTACTLESS INCOME JUNE
£ 550

Thank you!

This Parish is part of
Westminster Roman Catholic Dioc-
esan Trust (WRCDT)

Meditation: Have you ever tried to settle a money dispute or an inheritance issue? Inher-
itance disputes are rarely ever easy to resolve, especially when the relatives or close associ-
ates of the deceased benefactor cannot agree on who should get what and who should get
the most. Why did Jesus refuse to settle an inheritance dispute between two brothers? He
saw that the heart of the issue was not justice or fairness but rather greed and possessive-
ness.

Loving possessions rather than loving my neighbour

The ten commandments were summarized into two prohibitions - do not worship false idols
and do not covet what belongs to another. It's the flip side of the two great commandments -
love God and love your neighbor. Jesus warned the man who wanted half of his brother's in-
heritance to "beware of all covetousness." To covet is to wish to get wrongfully what another
possesses or to begrudge what God has given to another. Jesus restates the commandment
"do not covet", but he also states that a person's life does not consist in the abundance of his
or her possessions.

August of Hippo (354-430 AD) comments on Jesus' words to the brother who wanted more:
Greed wants to divide, just as love desires to gather. What is the significance of 'guard
against all greed,' unless it is 'fill yourselves with love?' We, possessing love for our
portion, inconvenience the Lord because of our brother just as that man did against
his brother, but we do not use the same plea. He said, 'Master, tell my brother to di-
vide the inheritance with me.' We say, 'Master, tell my brother that he may have my
inheritance.' (Sermon 265.9)

The fool who was possessed by his riches

Jesus reinforces his point with a parable about a foolish rich man (Luke 12:16-21). Why does
Jesus call this wealthy landowner a fool? Jesus does not fault the rich man for his industrious-
ness and skill in acquiring wealth, but rather for his egoism and selfishness - it's mine, all mine,
and no one else's. This parable is similar to the parable of the rich man who refused to give
any help to the beggar Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31). The rich fool had lost the capacity to be con-
cerned for others. His life was consumed with his possessions and his only interests were in
himself. His death was the final loss of his soul! What is Jesus' lesson on using material posses-
sions? It is in giving that we receive. Those who are rich towards God receive ample reward -
not only in this life - but in eternity as well.

Where is your treasure?

In this little parable Jesus probes our heart - where is your treasure? Treasure has a special
connection to the heart, the place of desire and longing, the place of will and focus. The thing
we most set our heart on is our highest treasure. What do you treasure above all else?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, free my heart from all possessiveness and from coveting what belongs to another.
May | desire you alone as the one true treasure worth possessing above all else. Help me to
make good use of the material blessings you give me that | may use them generously for your

T Al an

glory and for the good of others.



http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/parables/parabl23.htm

PARISH ACTIVITIES

PARISH ACTIVITIES

TEAS after masses in the Don Bosco Hall:
After 9am Mass every Sunday.
After 11lam Mass once a fortnight.

ALTAR SERVERS
If you have received First Holy Communion you are welcome
to join our team of Servers at any of our weekend Masses.
While we encourage young children to serve after their first
holy communion, adults are welcome too. To make contact
please come to the Day Chapel behind the Sanctuary and speak
to Jackie, Akua, Tom, Joel or Fr Allan.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY
This takes place during the Liturgy of the Word at the 11lam
Mass.

CHURCH CLEANERS
A small group of parishioners help to clean the area around the
Sanctuary and the Sacristy. They have asked for some help. If
you could give an hour or so, please meet them after Mass and
Exposition in the Day Chapel on Thursdays and they will brief
you as to what is required.

THE SVP (St Vincent de Paul) Society
Our SVP conference, inspired by the charitable work of St. Vin-
cent de Paul, befriends individuals and families in their own
homes and in the local nursing home. The SVP also responds to
requests for help with material goods and grants wherever
need arises.

PARISH REGISTRATION
If you are newly arrived in the Parish please fill in a Parish Reg-
istration Form that can be found on the table at the back of the
church on the right hand side, or in the Porch. Please put com-
pleted forms through the Presbytery letterbox.

REPOSITORY

The repository is open after 11.00 o’clock mass on Sundays.

Please note: the repository is cash-only.

MASS INTENTIONS
Date Time |Intention
Sat 2nd 6:00 pm | Vivienne Condon (RIP)
Sun 3rd 9:00 am | Frances Small (RIP)
11:00 am | For the People of the Parish

Tue 5th 10:00 am | Le Sainte Union
Wed 6th | 10:00 am | William Keran (RIP)

Thu 7th 10:00 am

Fri 8th 10.00 am

Sat 9th 6:00 pm

FUNERALS
The funeral of
Mr Jamie Carlito Alvarez,
will take place in our church on
Tuesday 5th August 2025 at 1.00 pm
Please remember him and his family in
your prayers.

T

FUNERALS
The funeral of our parishioner, the late
Mr William Keran,
will take place in our church on
Thursday 7th August 2025 at 12.30 pm
Please remember him and his family in
your prayers.

SUNDAY MASS READINGS

Scan the QR code with your Phone

SUMMER TIME

OVER 60’s BINGO CLUB
The over 60’s Bingo Club, usually run by SanKTus every Tues-
day morning in Our Lady’s Hal , will stop the entire month of
August. The service will resume on the 9th of September 2025 .

FREE HOT LUNCH SERVICE
The Free Hot Lunch Service, on Sundays and on Wednesdays,
will be closed the entire month of August. The service will re-
sume on the 7th of September 2025.

Prospective volunteers to help with any part of this activity are
invited to get in touch with Richard Mallon our Welfare Of-
ficer,at sanktus.welfare@gmail.com

WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE

Pilgrimage to the
Shrine of Our Lady at Walsingham
20 September 2025

The Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady at Walsing-
ham, led by Cardinal Vincent, will take place on Saturday 20
September 2025, with the theme in this Jubilee Year of ‘With
Mary, we are Pilgrims of Hope, Sharing Mary’s Joy'.

Thank you to everyone who put down their names to take part
to the event. We still have one place available if anyone wants
to join in. Please speak as soon as possible to Fr Allan if inter-
ested.

We will get in touch with the pilgrims nearer the time of the
event to provide more information. Thank you.




