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PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Secretary
Liliana Bragadin
kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk

Parish office open:

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 10:00am -
12:00md

Masses Times:

Tuesdays to Fridays: 10:00 am

Saturday: 6:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am (Sung Mass)

11:00 am (Family Mass
with Children’s Liturgy)

Masses during the week are cele-
brated in the daily Chapel

Church opening hours:

Tuesdays to Fridays

9:30 am to 4:00 pm

LAST WEEK COLLECTION
£471.12
STANDING ORDERS JULY
£ 2,129.00
CONTACTLESS INCOME JULY
£ 618.55

Thank you!

This Parish is part of
Westminster Roman Catholic Dioc-
esan Trust (WRCDT)

| have not come to give peace but division.
(Lk 12:49-53)

Meditation: Do you want to be on fire for God? Jesus shocked his disciples when he
declared that he would cast fire and cause division rather than peace upon the earth.
What kind of fire did Jesus have in mind here?

The fire of God's purifying love and cleansing word

The image of fire in biblical times was often associated with God and with his action in
the world and in the lives of his people. God sometimes manifested his presence by
use of fire, such as God's revelation to Moses through the burning bush in the wilder-
ness which was not consumed by the flames (Exodus 3:2). God assured the Hebrew
people of his continual presence, guidance, and protection for them through the wil-
derness for forty years with the pillar of fire by night and a pillar of cloud by day
(Exodus 13:21-22). The prophet Elijah called down fire from heaven to reveal God's
presence and power and to purify the people of false idols (1 Kings 18:36-39). The im-
age of fire was also used as a sign of God's glory (Ezekiel 1:4, 13) and holiness
(Deuteronomy 4:24), his protective presence (2 Kings 6:17), and his righteous judg-
ment (Zechariah 13:9) and holy wrath against sin (Isaiah 66:15-16).

Fire is also a sign and symbol of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. John the
Baptist said that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Matthew 3:11-
12 and Luke 3:16-17). When the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples at Pen-
tecost "tongues of fire" appeared above their heads (Acts 2:3). We can see from both
the Old and New Testament Scriptures that God's fire purifies and cleanses to make us
clean (sins washed away) and holy (fit to offer him acceptable praise and worship),
and it inspires a reverent fear (awe in God's presence) and respect (obeying and giving
God his due) for God and for his holy word.

Loyalty unites - division separates

Why did Jesus link fire from heaven with costly division on the earth? Did he expect his
followers to take his statement of "father against son and son against father" and
"mother against daughter and daughter against mother" literally? Or was he intention-
ally using a figure of speech to emphasize the choice and cost of following him above
all else? Jesus used a typical Hebrew hyperbole (a figure of speech which uses strong
language and exaggeration for emphasis) to drive home an important lesson. We often
do the same when we want to emphasize something very strongly. Jesus' hyperbole,
however, did contain a real warning that the Gospel message does have serious conse-
guences for our lives.

Continues on the next page




When Jesus spoke about division within families he like-
ly had in mind the prophecy of Micah: a man's enemies
are the men of his own household (Micah 7:6). The es-
sence of Christianity is loyalty to Jesus Christ - the Son
of God and Saviour of the world - a loyalty that takes
precedence over every other relationship. The love of
God compels us to choose who will be first in our lives.
To place any relationship (or anything else) above God
is a form of idolatry.

Who do you love first and foremost?

Jesus challenges his disciples to examine who they love
first and foremost. A true disciple loves God above all
else and is willing to forsake all for Jesus Christ. Jesus
insists that his disciples give him the loyalty which is on-
ly due to God, a loyalty which is higher than spouse or
kin. It is possible that family and friends can become
our enemies if the thought of them keeps us from doing
what we know God wants us to do. Does the love of Je-
sus Christ compel you to put God first in all you do (2
Corinthians 5:14)?

The Gospel message is good news for those who seek
pardon, peace, and the abundant life which God offers
us through his Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus offers true free-
dom to those who believe in him - freedom from slav-
ery to sin, Satan, and the oppressive forces of hatred
and evil that can destroy body, mind, and spirit. Do you
listen to the voice of your Saviour and trust in his word?
Commit your ways to him, obey his word, and you will
find true peace, joy, and happiness in the Lord your
God.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, may the fire of your love consume me and
transform my life that | may truly desire nothing more
than life with you. Fill me with the power of your Holy
Spirit that | may always seek to please you and do your
will.

Fe Sllean

MASS INTENTIONS

Date Time |Intention
Sat 16th 6:00 pm
Sun 17th 9:00am | Michael O’Donovan (RIP)
11:00 am | For the People of the Parish

Tue 19th 10:00 am
Wed 20th | 10:00 am

Thu?2lst | 10:00 am | Sheila Kerrigan (RIP)

Fri 21th 10.00 am

Sat 22th 6:00 pm

PARISH ACTIVITIES

OFFICE CLOSED

From Monday 11/08/2025 till Sunday 31/08/2025 the parish
office will be closed as the parish administrator will take her

annual leave.

The parish mail box and the telephone will not be checked
during this time.

You will be able to contact the parish priest only by email.
Please write directly to Fr Allan at his email address:

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk Thank you.

No weekdays mass

From Tuesday 19" to Friday 22™ there will no weekdays masses.
The reason behind this decision, it has been that | have hurt my
back and I will be taking this coming week to recover.

If there is an intention during the week, | will be celebrating a pri-
vate mass for it and it will be celebrated again in the next available
public mass.

| apologies for any inconvenience.
There will be weekend masses at normal time.

Saturday: 6:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am & 11:00 am

Fe Hlan

SUMMER TIME

OVER 60’s BINGO CLUB
The over 60’s Bingo Club, usually run by SanKTus every Tues-
day morning in Our Lady’s Hal , will stop the entire month of
August. The service will resume on the 9th of September 2025 .

FREE HOT LUNCH SERVICE
The Free Hot Lunch Service, on Sundays and on Wednesdays,
will be closed the entire month of August. The service will re-
sume on the 7th of September 2025.

Prospective volunteers to help with any part of this activity are
invited to get in touch with Richard Mallon our Welfare Of-
ficer,at sanktus.welfare@gmail.com

SUNDAY MASS READINGS

Scan the QR code with your Phone




