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PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Secretary
Liliana Bragadin
kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk

Parish office open:

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 10:00am -
12:00md

Masses Times:

Tuesdays to Fridays: 10:00 am

Saturday: 6:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am (Sung Mass)

11:00 am (Family Mass
with Children’s Liturgy)

Masses during the week are cele-
brated in the daily Chapel

Church opening hours:

Tuesdays to Fridays

9:30 am to 4:00 pm

LAST WEEK COLLECTION
£563.34
STANDING ORDERS AUGUST
£2,181.50
CONTACTLESS INCOME AUGUST
£ 390.00

Thank you!

This Parish is part of
Westminster Roman Catholic Dioc-
esan Trust (WRCDT)

You cannot serve God and money
(Lk 16:1-13)

Meditation: What does wealth and riches have to do with the kingdom of God? Jesus seemed to praise
a steward (a manager entrusted with his master's goods) who misused his wealthy employer's money.
What did the steward do that made Jesus praise him? The steward was responsible for managing his
wealthy landowner's property. The steward very likely overcharged his master's tenants for their use of
the land and kept more than his fair share of the profit. When the landowner discovered the steward's
dishonest practice he immediately removed him from his job, leaving him penniless and ashamed to
beg or do manual work.

The necessity of prudent foresight to avert disaster

Before news of his dismissal became public knowledge, the shrewd steward struck a deal with his mas-
ter's debtors. In discounting their debts, he probably was giving up his generous commission. Such a
deal won him great favour with the debtors. Since the steward acted as the landowner's agent, such a
deal made his master look very generous and forgiving towards those who owned him money. Surely
everyone would praise such a generous landowner as the town hero! Since the master could not undo
the steward's cancellation of the debts without losing face and making his debtors resent him, he
praised the steward for outwitting him and making him appear as a generous and merciful landowner.

Generous giving is rewarded with treasure that lasts forever

What's the point of Jesus' parable? Jesus did not praise the steward for his dishonest behaviour but for
his shrewd foresight in relieving the debts of others who he believed would, in turn, treat him as a
friend and show him mercy, kindness, and generosity in his time of need and great want. Jesus immedi-
ately followed this parable with an exhortation to his followers to make use of the world's material
goods, including "tainted money" (which in Hebrew means "unrighteous mammon"), to relieve those
who are indebted to us for the material and physical help we give them in their time of need and want.
In the Scriptures generous giving is connected with alms giving - the sharing of our financial and materi-
al resources with those in need (Luke 12:33). Those who receive alms become your friends because you
are merciful to them in their time of need. And God who sees all, rewards those who are generous in
helping others.

Generous giving will be repaid in kind. Augustine of Hippo reminds us that we are all beggars of God.
"Even though you possess plenty, you are still poor. You abound in temporal possessions, but
you need things eternal. You listen to the needs of a human beggar, you yourself are a beggar
of God. What you do with those who beg from you is what God will do with his beggar. You are
filled and you are empty. Fill your neighbour from your fullness, so that your emptiness may be
filled from God's fullness" (Sermon 56, 9).

True generosity does not impoverish - but enriches the giver
What is the enemy of generosity? It's greed, the excessive desire for personal gain and security. Howev-
er, we do not need to be afraid for true generosity does not impoverish the giver, but enriches that per-
son a hundredfold! Generosity expands the soul - but greed contracts it. God is generous and supera-
bundant in lavishing his gifts upon us. We can never outmatch God in generosity. He has given us the
best of gifts in sending us his only-begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who offered up his life for us on
the cross. The Father also offers us the gift of the Holy Spirit who fills us with the fruit of peace, joy, pa-
tience, kindness, love, and self-control (Galatians 5:22) - and many other blessings as well. Everything
we have is an outright gift of God. Do you know the joy and freedom of blessing others with the gifts
and resources God has given to you?

Continues at the back




What controls or rules your life? MASS INTENTIONS

Jesus concludes his parable with a lesson on what controls or rules

our lives. Who is the master (or ruler) in charge of your life? Our Date
"master" is that which governs our thought-life, shapes our ideals,

Time Intentions

and controls the desires of the heart and the values we choose to .
Sat 20th 6:00 pm | For the People of the Parish

live by. We can be ruled by many different things - the love of mon-
ey or possessions, the power of position, the glamor of wealth and Sun 21st 9:00am | Holy Souls

prestige, the driving force of unruly passions and addictions. Ulti- 11:00 am | Martina Nelson (P.])
mately the choice boils down to two: God and "mammon". What is

mammon? "Mammon" stands for "material wealth or possessions" Tue23rd | 10:00 am

or whatever tends to "control our appetites and desires. Wed 24th | 10:00 am | Rosibel Gil Bristan (RIP)

When a number of the religious leaders heard Jesus' parable they Thu 25th | 10:00 am | School Mass (Yr 4)

reacted with scorn (Luke 16:14). Jesus spoke to the condition of

their hearts - they were lovers of money (Luke 16:14). Love of mon- Fri 26th | 10.00am | Holy Souls

ey and wealth crowd out love of God and love of neighbour. Jesus Sat 27th 6:00 pm
makes clear that our heart must either be possessed by God's love
or our heart will be possessed by the love of something else.

he Lord al isfy our desi d gi h
There is one Macter slene e nae e poner o st e nee o] |  PARISH ACTIVITIES

greed and possessiveness. That Master is the Lord Jesus Christ who

died to set us free and who rose to give us new abundant life. The
Lord Jesus invites us to make him the Master and Lord of our lives.
He alone can satisfy the desires of our heart and transform us in his
love through the power of the Holy Spirit.

TEAS after masses in the Don Bosco Hall:
After 9am Mass every Sunday.
After 11am Mass once a fortnight.

Our money, time, and possessions are precious resources and gifts
from God. We can guard them jealously for ourselves alone or al-
low the love of the Lord to guide us in making good use of them for
the benefit of others - especially those in need - and for the work
of the Lord in advancing his kingdom. Ask the Lord to fill your heart
with a spirit of generosity and joy in sharing what you have with
others.

ALTAR SERVERS
If you have received First Holy Communion you are welcome
to join our team of Servers at any of our weekend Masses.
While we encourage young children to serve after their first
holy communion, adults are welcome too. To make contact
please come to the Day Chapel behind the Sanctuary and
7‘ ﬂ: speak to Jackie, Akua, Tom, Joel or Fr Allan.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY
Saxon crown and throne Arch denotes rainbow, This takes place during the Liturgy of the Word at the 11am
denote Mary’s sign of the covenant M
Queenship and the date between God and every ass.
of the founding of the living creature (cf. Gen.
Sk 1061 9:12
— 9 OVER 60’s BINGO CLUB

The over 60’s Bingo Club is run by SanKTus every Tuesday
morning in Our Lady’s Hall.

All parishioners and friends in our Local Community are most
welcome to join in.

Christ extends his arm in The programme is as follows:

a double gesture of
blessing and protection Refreshments - 10.40am, BINGO 11.00 - 12.00 pm,
of his mother Two Course Meal -12noon -1pm.

There is a charge of £5 to cover all activities.

Three-fold lily-sceptre of ‘
virginity/ sovereignty Pillars of the House of

God. the Church

Seven rings for the
sacraments

Mary points to Christ

Seat of Wisdom

Toadstone which 1s the
East Anglian symbol
of evil (cf. Gen. 3:15)

Christ, the Word made

Flesh, holds the Gospels PARISH REGISTRATION

If you are newly arrived in the Parish please fill in a Parish
Registration Form that can be found on the table at the back of
the church on the right hand side, or in the Porch. Please put
completed forms through the Presbytery letterbox.

Prayer to Mary, our Lady of Walsingham

O Mary, recall the solemn moment when Jesus, your divine son,
dying on the cross, confided us to your maternal care. You are our
mother, we desire ever to remain your devout children. let us

therefore feel the effects of your powerful intercession with Jesus SUNDAY MASS READINGS

Christ. make your name again glorious in the shrine once re-
nowned throughout England by your visits, favours, and many mir-
acles.

Pray, O holy mother of God, for the conversion of England, restora-
tion of the sick, consolation for the afflicted, repentance of sinners,
peace to the departed.

O blessed Mary, mother of God, our Lady of Walsingham, intercede
for us.

Scan the QR code with your Phone




