26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Our Lady Help of Christians
4 Lady Margaret Road, London, NW5 2XT

Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/kentishtown/

Telephone: 0790 7911 342
Email: kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk

B i
28th September 2025

PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Secretary
Liliana Bragadin
kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk
Parish office open:

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 10:00am -
12:00md

Masses Times:

Tuesdays to Fridays: 10:00 am

Saturday: 6:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am (Sung Mass)

11:00 am (Family Mass
with Children’s Liturgy)

Masses during the week are cele-
brated in the daily Chapel

Church opening hours:

Tuesdays to Fridays

9:30 am to 4:00 pm

LAST WEEK COLLECTION
£418.79
STANDING ORDERS AUGUST
£2,181.50
CONTACTLESS INCOME AUGUST
£ 390.00

Thank you!

This Parish is part of
Westminster Roman Catholic Dioc-
esan Trust (WRCDT)

You received good things, and Lazarus bad things: now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish
(Lk 16:19-31)

Meditation: What most absorbs your time, your attention, and your heart? In the parable of the rich
man who refused to help the beggar named Lazarus Jesus paints a dramatic scene of contrasts - riches
and poverty, heaven and hell, compassion and indifference, inclusion and exclusion. We also see an
abrupt and dramatic reversal of fortune. Lazarus was not only poor and a beggar, he was also sick and
unable to fend for himself. He was "laid" at the gates of the rich man's house. The dogs which licked his
sores probably also stole the little bread he got for himself. Dogs in the ancient world symbolized con-
tempt. Enduring the torment of these savage dogs only added to the poor man's miseries and suffer-
ings.

The rich man treated the beggar with contempt and indifference, until he found his fortunes reversed at
the end of his life! In God's economy, those who hold on possessively to what they have, lose it all in
the end, while those who share generously receive back many times more than they gave away.

Hope in God and his merciful help

The name Lazarus means God is my help. Despite a life of misfortune and suffering, Lazarus did not lose
hope in God. His eyes were set on a treasure stored up for him in heaven. The rich man, however, could
not see beyond his material wealth and possessions. He not only had everything he needed, he selfishly
spent all he had on himself. He was too absorbed in what he possessed to notice the needs of those
around him. He lost sight of God and the treasure of heaven because he was preoccupied with seeking
happiness in material things. He served wealth rather than God. In the end the rich man became a beg-
gar!

Do you know the joy and freedom of possessing God as your true and lasting treasure? Those who put
their hope and security in the kingdom of heaven will not be disappointed (see Hebrews 6:19).

Fn AHllan

What is a Deacon?
Deacons have been present in the Church since the earliest years of Christianity, appointed by the Apos-
tles to assist with caring for the poor, and the practical organisation of Church.
The early Church was led by Bishops assisted by Deacons, who dealt with administration and feeding of
the poor, as well as having preaching and liturgical roles. As the Church grew, the role of elder or pres-
byter or priest developed, who ran the local Church on behalf of the Bishop. The role of the Deacon
became largely overtaken by the role of the priest, although Deacons as permanent ministers have
been present throughout the life of the Church.
Although often seen as a step-in preparation for priesthood, the Church in recent times has recognised
the importance of the role of the Permanent Deacon, as the sign of Jesus Christ the Servant in the
Church - a 'Diaconal Church', and in the wider community. A Permanent Deacon can be a single man, or
a married man. A Deacon is a man called by the Bishop of the Diocese to Ordination.
He is ordained to serve the Church in a threefold ministry

The Ministry of Charity

The Ministry of the Word

The Ministry of the Altar
The Deacon will continue to be a sign of Christ the Servant throughout their lives.
Above all, they will be men of faith and prayer, with a desire to serve others for the sake of God’s king-
dom.
Among our congregation, God has called a married man to become a permanent Deacon, Davide Rena.
Please pray for him that God continue to enlighten his vocation. Frn AHllan




PARISH ACTIVITIES

MASS INTENTIONS

Date Time Intentions
TEAS after masses in the Don Bosco Hall: Sat 27th | 6:00 pm | Thanksgiving Mass—Rastelli's Family
After 9am Mass every Sundfay. Sun28th | 9:00am | Anne Mooney (RIP)
After 11lam Mass once a fortnight.
11:00 am | For the People of the Parish
ALTAR SERVERS
If you have received First Holy Communion you are welcome Tue30th | 10:00 am
to join our team of Servers at any of our weekend Masses.
. . . Wed 1st 10:00 am
While we encourage young children to serve after their first
holy communion, adults are welcome? too. To make contact Thu2nd | 10:00 am | No mass
please come to the Day Chapel behind the Sanctuary and
speak to Jackie, Akua, Tom, Joel or Fr Allan. Fri 3rd 10.00 am | No mass
11.30 am | Conor Gearty’s Funeral
PARISH REGISTRATION Sat 4th 6:00 pm | For the People of the Parish
If you are newly arrived in the Parish please fill in a Parish
Registration Form that can be found on the table at the back of
& CATECHISM CLASSES 2026

the church on the right hand side, or in the Porch. Please put
completed forms through the Presbytery letterbox.

CAFOD HARVEST APPEAL

Family Fast Day collection
Please help more neighbours get safe water for their fam-
ilies. Please donate to our Family Fast Day parish collec-
tion to share God’s abundant gifts with our global neigh-
bours as they find lasting solutions to poverty and cli-
mate challenges. Use the CAFOD en-
velope at the back of the church, do- E =L E
[=]"a

envelope or use the QRcode to do-
nate.

First Holy Communion

Child is on year 3 or above. The enrolment for First Holy
Communion is open, the application forms are available

from the priest after all Sunday Masses on each weekend
in October. Deadline to return forms: Sunday 26th Octo-

ber

Confirmation

Young adult on year 9 or above. The enrolment for Con-
firmation is open, the application forms are available
from the priest after all Sunday Masses on each weekend
in October. Deadline to return forms: Sunday 26th Octo-
ber

RCIA 2026

nate online at cafod.org.uk/
SUNDAY MASS READINGS

Scan the QR code with your Phone

Adult over 18 years old seeking to be baptised or you are
missing a sacrament such us, communion or confirma-
tion the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is

WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE

We left early in the morning when it was still dark and re-
turned in the evening when it was dark again but our time at
Walsingham was full of light and joy! Our group of around 20
parishioners, led by Fr Allan and accompanied by Fr Tom, had
a wonderful pilgrimage. We sang; we prayed; we reflected; we
visited the shrine; we walked the Holy Mile; we enjoyed each
other’s company and food and even bumped into a former
parishioner. Walsingham was full of groups from all over the
Westminster Diocese but even though there were so many
people, there was an atmosphere of peace and tranquillity as
we spent time with Mary our Mother. It was a privilege to be
part of this pilgrimage.
Already looking forward to the next one!

Claire

BAPTISM PREPARATION 2025

The next course preparing parents for the baptism of
their child, which entails three sessions, will be held on
Friday 10th, 17th and 24th October 2025 from 7:30—8:30

pm. Please contact the office to book a place.
FUNERALS ﬂj
Mr Conor Gearty

The funeral of the late Conor Gearty will take place
Friday 3rd October at 11.30 am
Please keep him and his family in your prayers during
this difficult time.

PS: As a great number of people is expected, please
come to the church at 11.00 in order to be seated.



https://cafod.org.uk/fundraise/parishes/virtual-envelope
https://cafod.org.uk/fundraise/parishes/virtual-envelope

