27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Our Lady Help of Christians
4 Lady Margaret Road, London, NW5 2XT

Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/kentishtown/

Telephone: 0790 7911 342
Email: kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk

5th October 2025

PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Secretary
Liliana Bragadin
kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk

Parish office open:

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 10:00am -
12:00md

Masses Times:

Tuesdays to Fridays: 10:00 am

Saturday: 6:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am (Sung Mass)

11:00 am (Family Mass
with Children’s Liturgy)

Masses during the week are cele-
brated in the daily Chapel

Church opening hours:

Tuesdays to Fridays

9:30 am to 4:00 pm

LAST WEEK COLLECTION
£
STANDING ORDERS AUGUST
£2,181.50
CONTACTLESS INCOME AUGUST
£ 390.00

Thank you!

This Parish is part of
Westminster Roman Catholic Dioc-
esan Trust (WRCDT)

If you had faith
(Lk 17:5-10)

Meditation: How strong is your faith in God and how can you grow in it? Faith is not
something vague, uncertain, undefine able, or something which requires a leap of the
imagination or worse, some kind of blind allegiance. In fact, it is quite the opposite.
Faith is a response of trust and belief in what is reliable, truthful, certain, and real. To
have faith is to believe and trust in someone or something. We believe in the power of
electricity even though we can't visibly see it with the naked eye. We know we can tap
into that power and use it to do things we could not do by our own human power.
Faith in God works in a similar way.

When God reveals himself to us he gives us the "assurance" and "conviction" that his
power and presence and glory is just as real, and even more real, than our experience
of the natural physical world around us (Letter to the Hebrews 11:1-3). Things around
us change, but God never changes. He is constant, ever true to his word, and always
faithful to his promises (Psalm 145:13, Hebrews 10:23). That is why we can have the
greatest assurance of his unconditional love for us and why we can hope with utter
conviction that he will give us everything he has promised. Jesus is God's visible proof
that his word is reliable and true - his love is unfailing and unconditional - and his pow-
er is immeasurably great and unlimited.

The Holy Spirit helps us to grow in expectant faith

What did Jesus mean when he said to his disciples that our faith can move
trees and mountains as well (see Matthew17:20; Mark 11:23)? The term "mountain
remover" was used for someone who could solve great problems and difficulties.
Don't we often encounter challenges and difficulties which seem beyond our power to
handle? What appears impossible to human power is possible to those who believe in
God's power. Faith is a gift freely given by God to help us know God personally, to un-
derstand his truth, and to live in the power of his love. God expects more from us than
we can simply do by ourselves. That is why Jesus gives us the gift and power of the Ho-
ly Spirit who helps us to grow strong in faith, persevere in hope, and endure in love.

Faith in God is the key for removing obstacles and difficulties which keep us from do-
ing his will. We belong to God and our lives are no longer our own. Our joy and privi-
lege are to follow the Lord Jesus and to serve in the power of his love and goodness.
The Lord Jesus is ever ready to work in and through us by his Spirit for his glory. For
our faith to be effective it must be linked with trust and with obedience - an active
submission to God and a willingness to do whatever he commands. Do you trust in the
grace and strength which God freely gives to help us resist temptation and to over-
come obstacles in doing his will?

Continue next page




Parable of the faithful servant who is indebted to God

Are you ready to give the Lord your best, regardless of what it
might cost you? Perhaps we are like the labourer in Jesus' par-
able who expected special favour and reward for going the
extra mile (Luke 17:5-10)? How unfair for the master to com-
pel his servant to give more than what was expected! Don't
we love to assert our rights: "l will give only what is required
and no more!" But who can satisfy the claims of love and loy-
alty? Our lives are not our own - they belong to God who has
ransomed us from slavery to sin with the precious blood of his
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:18).

Jesus used this parable of the dutiful servant to explain that
we can never put God in our debt or make the claim that God
owes us something. We must regard ourselves as God's serv-
ants, just as Jesus came "not to be served, but to
serve" (Matthew 20:28). Service of God and of our neighbour
is both a voluntary or free act and a sacred duty. One can vol-
unteer for service or be compelled to do service for one's
country or for one's family when the call and need arises. Like-
wise, God expects us to serve him willingly and give him the
worship, praise, and honour which is his due. And he gladly
accepts the free-will offering of our lives to him as our Lord
and Master. What makes our offering pleasing to God is the
love we express in the act of self-giving. True love is always
sacrificial, generous, and selfless - it is wholly directed to the
one we love and serve.

The love of God compels us to give our best

How can we love God and others selflessly and unconditional-
ly? Scripture tells us that God himself is love (1 John 4:16) - he
is the author of life and the source of all true relationships of
love and friendship. He created us in love for love, and he fills
our hearts with the boundless love that gives all that is good
for the sake of the beloved (Romans 5:5). If we love one an-
other, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us (1 John
4:12).

God honours the faithful servant who loves and serves with a
generous heart. He is ever ready to work in and through each
one of us by his Spirit for his glory. We must remember, how-
ever, that God can never be indebted to us. We have no claim
on him. His love compels us to give him our best! And when
we have done our best, we have simply done our duty. We
can never outmatch God in his immeasurable merciful love,
his extravagant kindness and goodness, and his ever constant
and unceasing care for us. The Scriptures remind us over and
over again that God's love is steadfast, loyal, and lasts forever
- it will never cease (Psalm 89, Psalm 100, Psalm 118, Psalm
136). Saint Augustine of Hippo writes, "God loves each one of
us as if there were only one of us to love." Does the love of
God compel you to give your best to him with generous love

Fr Alan

and gratitude for all that he has done for you?

MASS INTENTIONS

Date Time Intentions
Sat 4th 6:00 pm | For the People of the Parish
Sun 5th 9:00 am | John Pham & Anna Hoang (RIP)
11:00 am | Philomena DeSousa (PI)

Tue 7th 10:00 am

Wed 8th | 10:00 am

Thu9th | 10:00 am |School Mass (Yrs 1, 2 & 3)

Fri 10th 10.00 am

Sat 11th 6:00 pm
CATECHISM CLASSES 2026

First Holy Communion

Child is on year 3 or above. The enrolment for First Holy
Communion is open, the application forms are available

from the priest after all Sunday Masses on each weekend
in October. Deadline to return forms: Sunday 26th Octo-

ber

Confirmation

Young adult on year 9 or above. The enrolment for Con-
firmation is open, the application forms are available
from the priest after all Sunday Masses on each weekend
in October. Deadline to return forms: Sunday 26th Octo-
ber

RCIA 2026

Adult over 18 years old seeking to be baptised or you are
missing a sacrament such us, communion or confirma-
tion the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is
for you. Please get the application form from the priest at
the end of weekend Masses. Deadline to return forms:
Sunday 26th October

CAFOD HARVEST APPEAL

Family Fast Day collection
Thank you to any one donating to our
Family Fast Day parish collection. If you
still want to contribute, please use the
CAFOD envelopes at the back of the

church , donate online at cafod.org.uk/ E ]
envelope or use the QRcode to donate.

oldo

BAPTISM PREPARATION 2025

The next course preparing parents for the baptism of
their child, which entails three sessions, will be held on
Friday 10th, 17th and 24th October 2025 from 7:30—8:30
pm. Please contact the office to book a place.

SUNDAY MASS READINGS

Scan the QR code with your Phone



https://cafod.org.uk/fundraise/parishes/virtual-envelope
https://cafod.org.uk/fundraise/parishes/virtual-envelope

