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PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Secretary
Liliana Bragadin
kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk

Parish office open:

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 10:00am -
12:00md

Safeguarding Officer

Claire Betts

kentishtownsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Masses Times:

Tuesdays to Fridays: 10:00 am

Saturday: 6:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am (Sung Mass)

11:00 am (Family Mass
with Children’s Liturgy)

Masses during the week are cele-

brated in the daily Chapel

Church opening hours:

Tuesdays to Fridays

9:30 am to 11.00 am

LAST WEEK COLLECTION
£ 429.45
STANDING ORDERS NOVEMBER
£ 2,084.00
CONTACTLESS INCOME NOVEMBER

£ 439.00

‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’
(Mt 3:1-12)

Meditation: What kind of Messiah did God promise to send to his people and how would he bring God's
kingdom to them? The prophet Isaiah foresaw the day when God would raise up a Messianic King long
after King David's throne had been overthrown and vacant for centuries. God promised that he would
raise up a new king from the stump of Jesse, the father of King David (Isaiah 11:1). This messianic king
would rule forever because the Spirit of God would rest upon him and remain with him (Isaiah 11:2).

Isaiah's prophecy of the Messiah

Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would be equipped with the gifts of the Spirit - with wisdom, under-
standing, counsel, might, knowledge, and fear of the Lord (/saiah 11:2). This king would establish the
kingdom of God, not by force of human will and military power, but by offering his life as the atoning
sacrifice for the sin of the world. Through his death on the cross, Jesus, the true Messiah King, would
defeat Satan, overcome death, and win pardon and reconciliation for sinners. God's plan of redemption
included not only the Jewish people but all the nations of the earth as well. Through his death and resur-
rection Jesus makes us citizens of heaven and friends of God. The Lord Jesus wants us to live in joyful
hope and confident expectation that he will come again to fully establish his kingdom of righteousness
and peace.

John the Baptist's prophecy of the Messiah

Why did John the Baptist prophesy that the Messiah would come and "baptize with the Holy Spirit and
with fire" (Matthew 3:11)? Fire in biblical times was often associated with God's presence and with his
action in the lives of his people. God sometimes manifested his presence by use of fire, such as the burn-
ing bush which was not consumed when God spoke to Moses (Exodus 3:2). The image of fire was also
used to symbolize God's glory (Ezekiel 1:4, 13), his protective presence (2 Kings 6:17), his holiness
(Deuteronomy 4:24), righteous judgment (Zechariah 13:9), and his wrath against sin (Isaiah 66:15-16).
Fire was also used as a sign of the Holy Spirit's power and presence (Matthew 3:11). When the Holy Spirit
was poured out on the day of Pentecost, tongues of fire appeared over the heads of the apostles and
disciples of Jesus (Acts 2:3). The fire of the Holy Spirit purifies and cleanses us of sin, and it inspires a
reverent fear of God and of his word in us. Do you want to be on fire for God and for the return of the
Lord Jesus when he comes again in his glory?

John pointed others to the coming of Christ and his kingdom

John the Baptist's life was fuelled by one burning passion - to point others to Jesus Christ and to the
coming of his kingdom. Like the prophets of the Old Testament, John devoted his entire life to prayer
and the word of God. He was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness where he was tested and grew in
the word of God. John's clothing was reminiscent of the prophet Elijah (see Kings 1:8). The Holy Spirit
prepared John for the mission entrusted to him as forerunner of the Messiah, Jesus Christ - the Word of
God who became man for our salvation (John 1:1,14). John pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who
would take away the sins of the world by offering his life on the cross as the atoning sacrifice for our sins
and the sin of the world (John 1:29).

John broke the prophetic silence of the previous centuries when he began to speak the word of God to
the people of Israel. His message was similar to the message of the Old Testament prophets who chided
the people of God for their unfaithfulness and who tried to awaken true repentance in them. Among a
people unconcerned with the things of God, it was his work to awaken their interest, unsettle them from
their complacency, and arouse in them enough good will to recognize and receive Christ when he came.
Are you eager to hear God's word and to be changed by it through the power of the Holy Spirit?
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A new era of God's restoration begins

Jesus tells us that John the Baptist was more than a prophet (Luke
7:26). John was the voice of the Consoler who is coming (John 1:23;
Isaiah 40:1-3). He completed the cycle of prophets begun by Elijah
(Matthew 11:13-14). What the prophets had carefully searched for and
angels longed to see, now came to completion as John made the way
ready for the coming of the Messiah, God's Anointed Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ. With John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit begins the restora-
tion to the human race of the "divine likeness", prefiguring what would
be achieved with and in the Lord Jesus.

John's baptism was for repentance - turning away from sin and taking
on a new way of life according to God's word. Our baptism in Jesus
Christ by water and the Spirit results in a new birth and entry into
God's kingdom as his beloved sons and daughters (John 3:5). The Lord
Jesus gives us the fire of his Spirit so that we may radiate the joy and
truth of the Gospel to a world in desperate need of God's light and
truth. His word has power to change and transform our lives that we
may be lights pointing others to Christ. Like John the Baptist, we too
are called to give testimony to the light and truth of Jesus Christ. Do
you point others to Christ in the way you live, work, and speak?
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MASS INTENTIONS

Date Time Intentions

Sat 6th 6:00 pm | John Patrick McDonnell (RIP)

Sun 7th 9:00am | Fr John Buckley (RIP)

11:00 am | For the People of the Parish

Tue 9th 10:00 am

Wed 10th | 10:00 am | Aloysius Fernandes (RIP)

Thu 11th | 10:00 am | School Mass (Yr 3)

Fri 12th 10:00 am

Sat 13th | 6:00 pm |Jahveen Davies (RIP)

PARISH ACTIVITIES

OUR LADY HELP OF *
CHRISTIANS

warmly invite you to participate in our
Christmas celebrations.
We are located at 4 Lady Margaret Road, NW5 2XT

Wednesday 24th December - Christmas Eve:
5:00 pm Family Mass
12:00 am Midnight Mass Christmas Day

Thursday 25th December - The Nativity of the Lord:
9:00 am Mass,

11:00 am Mass

1:00 pm Christmas Lunch

Friday 26th December - St Stephen’s Day:
12:00 md Mass

Saturday 27th December - St John, Apostle:
6:00 pm Mass

Sunday 28th December-The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph:
9:00 am Mass.
11:00 am Children Mass

Monday 29th December:
No Mass

CHRISTMAS
ORCHESTRAL
CONCERT

Thursday 11th December 2025, 8pm

Sing along to popular carols
Listen to short classical orchestral
works and a medley of carols.

QOur Lady Help of Christians Church, Lady Margaret Road (corner \yilﬁ_
Falkland Road), Kentish Town, London NW5 2XT, UK (Kentish Town tube)

Aeolian Sinfonia of North London led by Elizabeth Ann Binks
Keith Bramich and Charlotte Harber, conductors

Free entrance, Light refreshments included, Retiring collection in aid of the Sanktus
Welfare Project (sanktus.org). By kind permission of Fr Allan Alvarado Gil, '
Qur Lady Help of Christians Church ~ Info: 07771 600 776 or www.aeoliansinfonia.com " cnwtyetraghe

CHRISTMAS GIVING ENVELOPES

This is an opportunity for you to make a special Christmas
Tuesday 30th December:

10:00 am Mass gift to the church, using the envelopes at the back of the
church labelled ‘Christmas Giving 2025". This money is no
Wednesday 31st December - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God: longer an offering to the clergy. If you wish to give them a gift
10:00 am Mass you must do that separately through a card or some other

ing th ish letterbox. Thank .
Thursday 1st January - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God: eans using the parish ietterbox anikyou

12:00 pm Mass CHRISTMAS LUNCH ENVELOPES

SUNDAY MASS READINGS ‘Christmas Lunch 2025 envelopes are also available at the
back of the church. This is an opportunity for you to contrib-

ute to the traditional Christmas Lunch on Christmas Day,

Scan the QR code with your Phone when our parish will provide lunch for the homeless and any-




