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2nd Sunday after Christmas                                                     4th January 2026  

PARISH TEAM  

Parish Priest                                           
Fr Allan Alvarado Gil                           

allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk 

—————- 

Parish Secretary                          
Liliana Bragadin                                                               

kentishtown@rcdow.org.uk                   

Parish office open:  

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs 10:00am - 

12:00md  

————— 

Safeguarding Officer 

Claire Betts                                                               
kentishtownsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk                    

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Masses Times: 

Tuesdays to Fridays: 10:00 am 

   Saturday: 6:00 pm 

   Sunday: 9:00 am (Sung Mass) 

       11:00 am (Family Mass 

       with Children’s Liturgy) 

Masses during the week are cele-

brated in the daily Chapel 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

       Church opening hours: 

 Tuesdays to Fridays 

 9:30 am to 4.00 pm 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

LAST WEEK COLLECTION 

 £397.19  

 STANDING ORDERS NOVEMBER 

£ 2,084.00 

 CONTACTLESS INCOME NOVEMBER                                    

  £ 439.00 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
(Mt 2:1-12) 

Meditation: If Jesus truly is who he claims to be, the eternal Son of God and Saviour of the 
world, then why is he not recognized by everyone who hears his word and sees his works? John 
the Evangelist states that when Jesus came into the world the world knew him not and his own 
people received him not (Jn 1:10-11). Jesus was born in obscurity. Only the lowly shepherds 
recognized him at his birth. Some wise men also found their way to Bethlehem to pay homage 
to the newborn King of Israel. These men were not Israelites, but foreigners. They likely had 
read and discussed the Messianic prophecies and were anxious to see when this Messianic King 
would appear. God led them by means of an extraordinary star across the desert to the little 
town of Bethlehem where Jesus was born. 
 
John Chrysostom (347-407), in his homily on this passage from Matthew 2, explains the signifi-
cance of the star of Bethlehem: 
 

"Note how fitting was the order of events: the wise men saw the star, were received by 
the Jews and their king; they heard prophecy to explain what had appeared; the angel 
instructed them; and then they journeyed from Jerusalem to Bethlehem by the guid-
ance of the star. From all this we learn that this was not an ordinary star, for no other 
star has this capacity to guide, not merely to move but to beckon, to "go before them," 
drawing and guiding them along their way. The star remained after bringing them to 
the place, in order that the child might also be seen. For there is nothing conspicuous 
about the place. The inn was ordinary. The mother was not celebrated or notable. The 
star was needed to manifest and illumine the lowly place, until they had reached their 
destination at the manger." [The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 7:3] 

 
Continues next page... 



MASS INTENTIONS 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

SUNDAY MASS READINGS 
 
 

Scan the QR code with your Phone 

Date Time Intention 

Sat 3rd 6pm For the People of the Parish 

 Sun 4th 9am  

 11am  

Tues 6th 10 am The Epiphany of  the Lord 

 7 pm The Epiphany of  the Lord 

Wed 7th 10 am  

Thu 8th 10 am  

Fri 9th  10 am Pham Family (RIP) 

Sat 10th 6 pm For the People of the Parish 

 HOLIDAYS CLOSURE 

The Parish Office is closed and will reopen on Tuesday 
06/01/2026.  There will be no one available to handle hall 
bookings, mass intentions and any other parish business dur-
ing these dates. The mailbox will be checked rarely, too. If 
you have any urgent matter, please contact Fr Allan directly 
at allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk.  
Please note Sanktus activities will resume the Bingo on 6th 

January 2025, and the lunch for the homeless on the 11th. 

Thank you. 

In their thirst for knowledge of God, the wise men from the East 
willingly left everything, their home and country, in pursuit of 
that quest. In their diligent search they were led to the source of 
true knowledge - to Jesus Christ, the Light and Wisdom of God. 
When they found the newborn King they humbly worshiped him 
and gave him gifts fitting for a king. 
 
The Lord of the universe who revealed the star of Bethlehem to 
the Gentiles of the East so they could come and worship Jesus, 
the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) and King of Kings (Revelations 
19:16), gives each one of us the same light of revelation to rec-
ognize and accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour. Faith is an en-
tirely free gift that God makes to us. It is through the help of the 
Holy Spirit, who moves the heart and opens the eyes of the 
mind, that we are able to understand, accept, and believe the 
truth which God has revealed to us through his Son, Jesus Christ. 
In faith, the human will and intellect cooperate with 
grace. "Believing is an act of the intellect assenting to the divine 
truth by command of the will moved by God through 
grace" (Thomas Aquinas). 
 
To know and to encounter Jesus Christ is to know God personal-
ly. In the encounter of the wise men with Jesus we see the plan 
of God to give his only Son as King and Saviour, not just for the 
Jewish people but for all the nations as well. The Lord Jesus 
came that both Jew and Gentile might find true and lasting 
peace with God. Let us pray today that Jew and Gentile alike will 
find the Lord and Saviour on their journey of life. Do you bring 
the light of Jesus Christ to those you meet through the witness 
of your life and testimony?  

Fr Allan  

Bye, Bye, Christmas 
 
The Christmas season officially ends on different dates depending on 
tradition, most commonly with the Feast of the Epiphany on January 
6th, marking the arrival of the Three Wise Men, or on Twelfth Night 
(January 5th), the night before. For some, particularly in the Catholic 
Church, the season extends to the Baptism of the Lord, the Sunday or 
Monday after Epiphany, while older traditions consider Candlemas on 
February 2nd the true end. 
 
Having said this, on the Saturday 10th of January at 11:00 am, I would 
need help to take down the decorations of the trees, the crib and bring 
the trees to the Christmas tree recycling centre.  
  

Big thanks to all those who 

helped at the preparation of 

Christmas activities, the 

readers, the choirs and altar 

servers.  

Special thanks to all those 

who helped at the Christmas 

lunch, setting up, cooking, 

serving, and cleaning up. 

May the LORD bless you and keep you; may the LORD 

make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

may the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and 

give you peace. So shall they put my name upon the 

people of Kentish Town, and I will bless them. 

Fr Allan 

 

Financial Committee 
 
The Financial Committee of Our Lady Help of Christians, which is to 
help and advise the Parish Priest (who holds ultimate responsibility) on 
managing parish goods, assets, and health & safety, needs a person 
with financial knowledge, capable of producing the budget for the par-
ish, to monitor current income and expenditure, carrying out regular 
reviews of expenditure at least annually to obtain better value for mon-
ey for the parish; using the annual benchmark report to review the 
financial position of the parish. 
 
If you can help and want to help your parish in this role, please speak 
with Fr. Allan 
  

mailto:allanalvarado@rcdow.org.uk
https://www.google.com/search?q=Feast+of+the+Epiphany&oq=when+is+christmas+ends&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCAgBEAAYFhgeMgYIABBFGDkyCAgBEAAYFhgeMggIAhAAGBYYHjIKCAMQABgKGBYYHjIICAQQABgWGB4yCAgFEAAYFhgeMggIBhAAGBYYHjIICAcQABgWGB4yDQgIEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgJEAAYhgMYgAQYigX
https://www.google.com/search?q=Baptism+of+the+Lord&oq=when+is+christmas+ends&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCAgBEAAYFhgeMgYIABBFGDkyCAgBEAAYFhgeMggIAhAAGBYYHjIKCAMQABgKGBYYHjIICAQQABgWGB4yCAgFEAAYFhgeMggIBhAAGBYYHjIICAcQABgWGB4yDQgIEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyDQgJEAAYhgMYgAQYigXSA

