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Thank you!

ry obstacle that might hinder us from recognizing the light of his truth and wisdom for our lives. Saul, the
first king of Israel, failed to recognize God's light and power to save him from his enemies. God replaced
Saul with David, the youngest of Jesse's eight sons (1 Sa 16). God saw something in David which Jesse
and his other sons did not recognize - a man after God's own heart who delighted in doing what was
pleasing to the Lord (1 Sa 13:14). David was a man of courage and vision who defeated his enemies and
united his people. His strength and success came not from himself but from God who anointed him with
the power and wisdom of his own Spirit.

What can keep us from the light of God's truth, wisdom, and strength for our lives? Sin blinds us and
causes us to stumble and fall - unable to rise on our own or to walk in the freedom of God's love and
truth. Sin clouds the mind in moral confusion, and it grows in darkness and resists the light of God's
truth. Only God's light can uncover the darkness of sin and free us to walk in the path of holiness and
peace with God.

Healing of man born blind

When Jesus approached the blind man, he first awakened hope in him - the hope which God offers those
who seek his help. Jesus then did something quite remarkable for the blind man, both to identify with
this man's misery and to draw expectant faith in him as well. Jesus touched the man's eyes with his own
spittle mixed with dirt and bid him to wash in the Pool of Siloam which was close to the Temple. This
pool of fresh flowing water was one of the landmarks of the city of Jerusalem. It's source came from the
Gihon spring located in the valley outside the walls of Jerusalem. This pool was likely used as a ceremoni-
al bath of purification for people who were going up to the Temple to worship. On the yearly feast of
Tabernacles, one of the priests brought a golden pitcher of water from this pool and poured it out over
the altar in the temple while reciting from the verse, "You will draw water from the wells of salvation" (Is
12:3). What is the significance of the healing of the blind man at the Pool of Siloam? It is certainly more
than just a miraculous event. It is a "sign" that points to the source of the miraculous life-giving water
which Jesus offers through the gift and work of the Holy Spirit (Jn 7:38). Do you want the Holy Spirit to
pour out on you his renewing power of faith, vision, and healing love?

The Pharisees were upset with Jesus' miracle on two counts. First, he healed the blind man on the Sab-
bath, which they considered a serious violation of the command to rest on the Sabbath. Second, how
could a "sinner" and a "sabbath-breaker" do such a marvellous work of God! The man who claimed to
have been healed by Jesus must not have really been blind to begin with! Contrary to this false charge,
the fact of this man's blindness was well known to many people, including the parents who testified un-
der oath that he had indeed been blind since birth. The prejudice of the religious leaders made them
blind to God's intention for the Sabbath (to do good rather than evil) and to Jesus' claim to be the One
sent from the Father in heaven to bring freedom and light to his people. The Jewish leaders tried to in-
timidate both this cured man and his parents by threatening to exclude them from membership in the
synagogue - the local congregation of the worshiping community of Jews. This man was shunned by the
religious authorities because he believed that Jesus healed him and was the Messiah.

Freedom from spiritual blindness

John Chrysostom, commenting on this passage, remarked: "The Jews (the Pharisees) cast him out of the

Temple; the Lord of the Temple found him." If our witness of Jesus and his redeeming work in our lives

causes friends or foes to reject us, it nonetheless draws us nearer to the Lord Jesus himself. Paul the

Apostles warns us to avoid the darkness of sin that we might walk more clearly in the light of Christ (Ep

5:8-12). Do you allow any blind-spots to blur your vision of what God is offering you and asking of you?
Continued on next page




The Lord Jesus is ever ready to heal us and to free us from the dark-
ness of sin and deception. There is no sickness, whether physical,
mental, emotional, or spiritual that the Lord Jesus does not identify
with. Isaiah prophesied that the "Suffering Servant" would be bruised
for our iniquities and by his stripes we would be healed (Is 53:5). The
Lord offers us freedom from spiritual blindness due to sin and he re-
stores us to wholeness of body, mind, soul, and heart. Augustine of
Hippo, in his commentary on this Gospel passage, remarks: "If we re-
flect on the meaning of this miracle, we will see that the blind man is
the human race ...You already know, of course, who the "One Sent" is.
Unless he had been sent, none of us would have been freed from sin."

Ge Hllan

PARISH ACTIVITIES

PARISH ACTIVITIES
TEAS after masses in the Don Bosco Hall:
After 9am Mass every Sunday.
After 11am Mass once a fortnight.

ALTAR SERVERS
If you have received First Holy Communion you are welcome to
join our team of Servers at any of our weekend Masses. While we
encourage young children to serve after their first holy commun-
ion, adults are welcome too. To make contact please come to the
Day Chapel behind the Sanctuary and speak to Jackie, Akua,
Tom, Joel or Fr Allan.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY
This takes place during the Liturgy of the Word at the 1lam
Mass.
CHRISTIANS MEDITATIONS SESSION

Every Thursday at 4pm in the Day Chapel (sessions lasts about
30 minutes)

OVER 60’s BINGO CLUB

The over 60’s Bingo Club is run by SanKTus every Tuesday
morning in Our Lady’s Hall.

All parishioners and friends in our Local Community are most
welcome to join in.

The programme is as follows:

Refreshments - 10.40am, BINGO 11.00 - 12.00 pm,

Two Course Meal -12noon -1pm.

There is a charge of £5 to cover all activities.

MASS INTENTIONS
Date Time |Intention
Sat 14th 6pm | Angela Morant (P.L.)
Sun 15th 9am | For the People of the Parish
11lam | Charlotte Barran (RIP)
Tues 17th 10 am
Wed 18th 10 am
Thu 19th 10am | School Mass (Yr 6)
Fri 20th 10 am | Morning Prayer, Morning Mass, Stations of the
Cross
6.30 pm | Exposition of the Blesses Sacrament, Rosary, Con-
fessions
Sat 21st 6 pm

SUNDAY MASS READINGS

Scan the QR code with your Phone

LENT ACTIVITIES
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10:00 am Morning Prayer, Morning Mass, followed
by the Stations of The Cross

6.30-7.30 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Rosary. Confes-
sions will be available during this time.

Simultaneously confessions will be available.

CATECHISM CLASSES 2026

The First Holy Communion Course
Second class Saturday 14/03/2026 at 11.00 am .
We have sent an email to all the parents’ participants with all de-

tails and dates about this course. If you have not receive it, please
get in contact with Fr Allan.

RCIA Course 2026

Second meeting of the course Thursday 19/03/2026 at 6.00 pm.
We have sent to all the participants all the information and dates

about the classes by email. If you have not received it, please get in
contact with Fr Allan.

ANNUAL MASS - MATRIMONY

Saturday 23rd May 2026 at 2:30pm
Westminster Cathedral

The Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony
will take place at Westminster Cathedral Saturday 23rd May 2026 at
2:30pm. Archbishop Richard is inviting to this Mass all couples in the
Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th,
50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catho-
lic marriage in 2026.

If you are celebrating an anniversary, please give your parish clergy the
following details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full post-
al address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email).

CONCERT IN AID OF SANKTUS

Symphonic Dances at Our Lady Hall
Thursday 26th March 2026, 8 p.m.

Aeolian Sinfonia will play an orchestral concert in aid of our parish
charity Sanktus (www.sanktus.org), at Our Lady Hall , Thursday
26th March 2026 at 8 pm. The programme for the evening fea-
tures: Weber: Jubilee Overture; Monti: Czardas; Grieg: Symphonic
Dances. The orchestra will be conducted by Keith Bramich and
Charlotte Harber.

The entrance is free. Light refreshments are included. The retiring

collection will be in aid of Sanktus.

For further information please contact 07771 600 776 or
www.aeoliansinfonia.com/contact.htm



http://www.sanktus.org

