MASS TIMES
SAT 26th April: 10:00am NO SERVICE

SAT 26th April: 6:00pm Celebrant Fr Stephen Coker
For Pope Francis RIP

SUN 27th April 8:00am Celebrant Fr Stephen Coker
For Pope Francis RIP

SUN 27th April 10:00am Celebrant Fr Stephen Coker
For Pope Francis RIP

One of our dear and longstanding parishioners,
Tony Barry, died suddenly on 22nd April. Our
condolences and prayers to Margaret and their
daughters.

May His good soul Rest in Peace

MON 7:15pm

NO SERVICE

TUES 9:30am

Celebration of the Word and Holy Communion
WED and THURS 9:30am

Celebration of the Word and Holy Communion
FRI 9:30am

Mass followed by Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament

SAT 5:15-5:45pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation CANCELLED

CONTACT US
Canon Daniel Cronin Tel: 01438 813303

e-mail: knebworth@rcdow.org.uk

Church of St. Thomas More, 72 London Road,
Knebworth, SG3 6HB

Parish Office e-mail: knebworth@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Website:
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/knebworth/

Prayers for the Faithful, please contact Canon Cronin.

QEIl and LISTER HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS Direct line:
01438 285138 / 01438 285519

After 10am Sunday Mass
Join us for coffee in the Church Hall
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May God Bless yow all
Canovnw Davwvyy

A message from Canon Danny

Last evening (Wed 23rd April) at 11.30pm having
had to walk in line for an hour, | was allowed to
join some other priests and bishops and called to
spend 30 minutes beside Pope Francis coffin! |
brought all our thanks and affection for him as
well as prayed for his good and generous soul.

This morning | joined 20 other priests to
concelebrate Mass at the Altar of the Holy Spirit -
the two Canons of St Peter’s invited me to join
them where | was incredibly privileged to say the
first part of the Eucharistic Prayer ‘for our now
defunct Pope Francis.” What an unexpected
honour to pray for him in the presence of his
moral remains. Then a delightful Canon invited
me up to his beautiful apartment for coffee!

Tomorrow | hope to travel to Assisi to pray before
the body of Blessed Carlo Acutis before returning
to Rome for the Funeral of our late Beloved Holy

Father on Saturday morning, 9.00am our time.
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Photograph taken by Canon Danny



https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/knebworth/

A beautiful tribute to Pope Francis

Pope Francis passed away on Easter
Monday. The timing felt too tender to be
coincidence—like he held on just long
enough to hear the Alleluia one last time. To
witness the Church rejoice in the Resurrec-
tion before quietly letting go. As if he
needed to see the stone rolled away before
stepping into the promise he had spent his
life proclaiming.

He carried so much. The wounds of a
divided Church. The ache of the poor and
the forgotten. The weight of hope - for a
world more merciful, more human, more
like Christ. He walked with a limp, both in
body and in spirit, but never without grace.
He wasn’t perfect. But he was present. And
he kept showing up.

And he was different.

He chose the simple path when grandeur
was expected. He rode the bus. Paid his
own hotel bill. Lived in a guesthouse instead
of the papal palace. His first act as Pope was
to bow and ask for our prayers. From the
beginning, he showed us that true authority
kneels. That greatness can look like humility.

He disrupted systems and comforted
outcasts. He spoke boldly on justice,
embraced the disabled, welcomed migrants,
washed the feet of prisoners. He didn’t just
talk about mercy - he embodied it. He made
the Church feel like a place where the last
could be first, and the forgotten, finally
seen.

He taught us that holiness isn’t

Perfection - it’s presence. That the Gospel is
clearest when it sounds like compassion.
That faith, at its best, looks like love with
skin on.

And now, just after Easter, he’s gone.

But maybe that was his final homily.
Not delivered from a pulpit, but through the

quiet timing of his death - a soft Amen to a
life spent preaching hope.

It brings to mind these words:

“I' have fought the good fight, | have finished
the race, | have kept the faith.” — 2 Timothy
4:7

And he did. He fought—not with anger, but
with mercy. He ran—not to be praised, but
to make space for others. And he kept the
faith—not flawlessly, but fiercely.

So yes, we grieve. But we also remember.

We remember how he made us believe
again—in a Church that walks with the
wounded, in a Gospel wide enough for the
doubting, in a God whose love meets us
right where we are.

He reminded me that faith isn’t something
we hold onto for ourselves.

It’s something we hand on - with open
hands and open hearts.

Pope Francis has finished his race.
And what he leaves behind isn’t just a
memory - It’s the echo of a life poured out.

The kind of life that makes you want to live
differently.

More gently.
More boldly.
More like him.
More like Christ.

He waited for Easter - because he believed
in the promise.

And now, that promise is his.
Light has found him.
And Love has brought him home.
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1 AM

A Daring New Staging of the Gospel of Mark

Performed by Stefan Smart
Directed by Lisa Gilmour

One Chair
One Incredible

True Story

"Sometimes it takes a living
voice, like this one, to make you
hear the Bible for the first time."

Archbishop Rowan Williams

Knebworth
Family of Churches
Friday 9" May 2025 at 7 pm
St Martin’s Church, Knebworth, SG3 6ER

Adults £10, Students free- tickets through churches, on the door (open 6:30)
or www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/i-am-mark-tickets-1288199713019 (additional fee)
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The Feast of the Divine Mercy Service led by
Father William will take place at Holy Family
Church, Welwyn Garden City on Sunday
27th April at 2:00pm.

Retrouvaille offers you the chance to

rediscover yourself, your spouse, and a loving
relationship in your marriage. The next
programme commences at

Focolare Centre, Welwyn Garden City on

20th - 22nd June 2025 Call or text 07887 296983
or 07973 380443, email
retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit
www.retrouvaille.org.uk

A Service of Healing and Hope On 10th May at
2.30pm, Cardinal Vincent Nichols will lead a
Service of Healing and Hope at Westminster
Cathedral. This is an open service to which all are
welcome as a sign of solidarity, care and hope for
those who have been impacted by abuse, as well
as those who work with or support them. Before
the service all are welcome to join in a creative
workshop from 10am in the Cathedral Hall, run by
LOUDFence, to make materials which will be used
in the service. If you plan on attending, please
bring a packed lunch.

Mass for Migrants - Westminster

Cathedral 5th May, 2.30pm (Banner
Procession from 2pm). Join the three ‘London’
Dioceses of Brentwood, Southwark and
Westminster, and celebrate the

contribution made by migrants to life, work
and faith in the capital. This Mass is prepared
by the Justice & Peace Commissions, Caritas
and Ethnic Chaplaincies of the three Dioceses.
We will be joined by community organisers
from London Citizens. Do come along and
bring the family, whether you are from a
migrant background or not! It is always a
colourful and a lively occasion.

Parishes and Catholic organisations are
welcome to bring banners for the procession.
Gather from 1.30pm. Everyone is invited to
wear national dress.

Celebrant: Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald.
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GARDEN BLITZ

We Need Your Help

We want to ensure our church grounds are
welcoming and presentable for The Papal Nuncio’s
visit in May.

On Sat 10th May from 10am we will be weeding,
sweeping, dusting, polishing and decorating the
church and church hall.

If you have your own gloves and gardening tools
please bring them along.

Light refreshments will be provided.

If you can spare any time, we’d love to have your
help. THANK YOU

Join us for a frugal lunch
in support of the
SUDAN APPEAL

“aidg

Christian Aid Frugal Lunch for
THE SUDAN APPEAL
Sunday 27" APRIL 2025, 12:00 for 12:30pm

at ST MARTIN'’S PARISH CENTRE
Knebworth

COME AND HEAR OF THE WORK OF CHRISTIAN
AID IN SUDAN FROM ANNABELLE GRASSINI,
RECENTLY RETURNED AID-WORKER

-

Soups, roll, cheese, biscuits and drinks
will be provided FREE but we hope for
donations for the Sudan appeal.
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Due to the death of our Holy Father Pope
Francis, the canonisation of Carlo Acutis
has been postponed. Consequently, the
Youth Summit that was due to be held
here at St Joseph's, this Saturday, on the
26" of April, is also cancelled, as this is
the day of the funeral of Pope Francis.

God Bless
Fr Robert

St. Thomas More Church
, Knebworth
@ BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

= . BACON BAP
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Sunday 18th May 2025
After the 10am Mass

To assist in funding Knebworth SVP

St. Vincent de Paul Society %

Turning Concern into Action

Important Dates
Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th: Celebrant Fr Stephen Coker

Monday 28th April at 7:15pm: NO SERVICE

Tuesday 29th April at 9:30am: Celebration of the Word and Holy Communion (Jackie)
Saturday 10th May from 10:00 am: Church cleaning and Garden blitz
Sunday 11th May at 10:00am: Sacrament of First Holy Communion celebrated by His Excellency

The Papal Nuncio Archbishop Miguel Maury Buendia

Saturday 17th May: Thanksgiving for Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral
Sunday 18th May: Bacon Bap - SVP Fundraiser in Church Hall after 10am Mass

11th - 17th May - Christian Aid Week

Children’s Liturgy First Sunday of every month during term time.




