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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time – 13th September 2020
Fr Michael Writes:  Welcome back to all those who have been away on holiday in recent weeks.  I hope that you have returned relaxed and refreshed.  I was in Cork for the month of August which was two weeks self-isolating and two weeks catching up with family.  It is good now to be back.  One of the enriching things for me at this time of the year is meeting new parishioners.  May I say welcome.  Do introduce yourself to me.  It is also enriching to meet again our regular parishioners from so many different countries, cultures and backgrounds who make up this parish.  About 60% of our parishioners have returned after lockdown.  Please tell your Catholic neighbours lapsed or practising we are now open again for “business”.  Do encourage them to come along.  Some may be a little fearful but tell them we meet all the safety requirements for COVID 19.
Children and Young People: I wish all our children well as they either begin in a new school or new class. Also congratulations to those of our young people who were successful in examination results and those beginning at university.

RCIA: The RCIA begins again in October.  If you are not a Catholic and would like to become a Catholic, please see me on the way out of Church.  All of us are called to be evangelisers so if you know of someone, a husband, wife, girlfriend, boyfriend, neighbour or friend who may like to join the RCIA and consider becoming a Catholic, please let me know their name or ask them to contact me. Also, if for some reason you are an adult and not confirmed you can join this group which begins at the beginning of October and meets every Thursday for one hour at 7pm until 8pm and concludes at Easter. The first session will take place on Thursday 8th October at 7pm in the Presbytery.
Marriage Preparation

All Couples getting married in the Roman Catholic Church have to undergo Marriage Preparation. The next preparation for couples will take place in March 2021, the 2nd March; 9th March and 16th March in Rosary Hall from 7pm until 8.30pm.   Please see Marion the Parish Secretary if you wish to book a place.

First Holy Communion 2021:  Please complete a form from the Repository or Fr. Michael or the Parish Secretary.  All forms to be returned by Sunday 27th September.  The completed form must be returned to Fr. Michael.   The first meeting for parents only will take place on Monday 5th October at 7pm in Rosary Hall.  This meeting is for parents only.  First Holy Communion will take place on Sunday 9th May 2021 at 11am.
Altar Servers: Would all altar servers please come along to serve every Sunday.  With holidays and lockdown many seem to have gone into a “resting period”.  It has been lovely to have large numbers of servers at each Mass so please let us begin again.  New servers are welcome as are those who should have made First Holy Communion last May and will now receive Holy Communion next May.  You are still welcome to serve in the meantime.
Union of Catholic Mothers:  Grateful thanks to Sanya Mann for her work in the UCM .  Sanya has now stepped down as President of our Parish Union of Catholic Mothers.  The next meeting will take place on Friday 25th September at 7pm. Would all present mothers please attend and if possible invite one new possible member to come along. Sr. Bridget from St. John’s Wood Parish will chair the meetings until a new President is found.
Retiring Collections:  Many of our usual retiring collections have been missed because of lockdown.  The Bishops of England and Wales have asked that we take up three collections: - 13th September – Holy Places;
4th October – Peter’s Pence. 8th November – Sick and Retired Priests.  All other usual collections will not take place.

Eritrea Appeal:  I am anxious to have one last appeal and retiring collection for the orphanage in Eritrea.  I would suggest we do this on Sunday 18th October and at all Masses have a retiring collection.  I will in the meantime arrange for the Provincial of the Sisters of Charity to come on an arranged Sunday to collect the cheque.
Cleaning: The next cleaning of the Church will take place on Saturday 26th September at 3pm. We really need a few more helpers to keep our Church clean and tidy. Please come along for just one hour.

Wi-Fi: Most homes and offices are used to having Wi-Fi.  In the near future we extend Wi-Fi from our Parish Office to the Church.  This will enable us to install contactless machines for those who wish to pay in that way.

Live Streaming:  It will also enable us to look at the best way of live streaming our 11am Mass for the sick, housebound, those in our local care-homes and those away from our parish. If there is an expert in that field, I wold be delighted to meet him or her in the near future.

Congratulations and Prayers: To Alexander Mitterlehner on his baptism into the Church yesterday (Saturday)

Diary of Events: 

UCM meeting:  Friday 25th September – Rosary Hall
First Communion Parents Evening: – Monday 5th October at 7pm
Our Lady of the Rosary Feast: – Wednesday 7th October – 12.30pm Mass

RCIA: – Thursday 8th October at 7pm in the Presbytery.

Pilgrimage to Italy: Cancelled

Marriage Preparation Course: Tuesday 2nd March; 9th March and 16th March at 7pm until 8.30pm in Rosary Hall.

First Holy Communion:  Sunday 9th Mary at 11am Mass

Crowning of Our Lady:  Sunday 16th May at 11am Mass.

Ruby Jubilee of Priesthood – Sunday 23rd May.

Fr. Michael’s 40th Anniversary of Priesthood.

Offertory Collection: Many thanks to those who are bringing in their missed offertory envelopes and donations from when our Church was closed.  I am very grateful because the bills continue to come in.  I am also grateful to those who have made on line donations through our Website. If you have not given in your offertories during lockdown, I would be grateful to receive them.
Confirmation:  Confirmation for 2020 will take place on Saturday 17th October 2020 at 12.30pm Mass.

This year the Cardinal has given permission for Parish Priests to administer the Sacrament.

Christmas Fair:  Because of Covid-19 we will not have a Christmas Fair this year.

Last Week’s Offertory Collection:

Envelopes:  £766.50
Loose £353.83
Total £1120.33
Many thanks

Have a good week
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Mass & Service Times


Sunday 8.30am, 11am (Family Mass) & 6pm (Folk Mass)


Monday 12.30pm


Tuesday 12.30pm


Wednesday 12.30pm


Thursday 12.30pm


Friday 12.30pm


Saturday 12.30pm & 6pm (vigil)


Holy Days of Obligation


12.30pm and 6pm





Confessions


Saturday


11am – 11.30am


& 5pm to 5.30pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Every Saturday Afternoon from 5pm to Benediction at 5.30pm





Rosary


No Rosary until further notice





Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Not until further notice











