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Parish Priest: Fr. Michael Johnston: e-mail: michaeljohnston@rcdow.org.uk
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2nd Sunday After the Nativity – 3rd January 2021
Fr. Michael Writes:  Jesus did not pass through this world like a tourist.  No, He became one of us.  He joined the human family and lived among us.  He knows what it is like to be human, what makes us laugh and what makes us cry.  He knows what makes us fall and stumble and somehow rise and go on again.    He assumed our nature, made of the same fragile material as ours, in order to show the greatness of our humanity.  In him God is with us.  He is present to us in a way we can relate to, for Jesus is like us in all things but sin.
Crib Offerings: Offerings placed in the box by the crib over Christmas will go to the Catholic Children’s Society.  The Crib will remain until the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord next Sunday.
Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity: From 18th to 25th January the Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity takes place.  Please pray during that time that the Lord’s prayer for unity among his followers may one day be achieved.

Many thanks:  May I thank all of those many people who sent me Christmas Cards and other forms of greeting.  I thank you too, for the many presents delivered to the door and given to me at the end of Mass.

Many thanks too! Grateful thanks to all who donated towards the Christmas Offerings.  I am most grateful to you.

Confirmation 2021: The Parish Confirmation programme will begin in January with sessions on Saturday mornings leading up to the celebration of the sacrament in June 2021.   If you are in Year 9 or above and wish to join the programme, then you are invited to write to me briefly explaining your reasons for wishing to be confirmed. Your letter should include your name, address, telephone number, date of birth, school and which Mass you attend on Sunday.  Nobody below Year 9 may join.  All letters of application should be with me soon.

Marriage Preparation:  All Couples getting married in the Roman Catholic Church have to undergo Marriage Preparation. The next preparation for couples will take place in March 2021, the 2nd March; 9th March and 16th March in Rosary Hall from 7pm until 8.30pm.   Please see Marion the Parish Secretary if you wish to book a place.

On-Line Donations:  At the back of the Church by St. Anthony’s Corner you will now see we have installed a contactless machine.  That means that anyone can donate to our Parish using their card.

Covid 19 – Masks Etc.: Welcome back to everybody after this second lockdown.  I hope that as before your homes became the Church, the place of prayer and that you were able to participate in the Mass on the media.  Thank you to all those who tuned in weekly to my You-Tube.  Do tell other parishioners you may know though that the Church is now open and Masses are as usual.  Assure them too, that with all the restrictions we keep ourselves safe.
N.H. Track and Trace:  Once again in line with government regulations, we are advised to keep a record of those attending each Mass and their telephone number. Alternatively, you can scan the QR Code with the NHS Covid 19 App on the table with the forms. May I emphasize the importance of this exercise.  It is so that if we discovered that someone from a particular Mass was carrying Corona Virus we could immediately contact all those who were also at that Mass. In that way lives could be saved.  Would everybody, even late comers please make sure that they sanitise, sign in and wear a mask.  All of this is mandatory in places of public worship and to refuse to do so, we are breaking the law.  At the end of Mass, it is important to leave the Church promptly. The reason for this is that all seats may be disinfected.  This is not effective if some people refuse to leave due to lighting candles; rubbing statues etc.  Please try and think of other people and co-operate with these basic safety measures.
The Year of St. Joseph: On December 8th, Pope Francis declared a Year of St. Joseph for the universal church. This marks the 150th anniversary of St. Joseph being declared a Patron of the Universal Church. The document, “with a Father’s Heart” was written against the backdrop of the Pandemic, a time which has helped us see the importance of ordinary people and how they offer us hope on a daily basis. In this, those unsung heroes resemble St. Joseph who goes unnoticed and yet nonetheless played a pivotal role in our history.

Readings and Prayers for Mass:  Now we do not have Mass Leaflets some people may like to take advantage of various apps which can be used at Mass. Universalis is an app which carries the readings and prayers of the Mass for every day of the year.  It also has the prayer of the Church and life of the Saint being celebrated.  It is excellent and I would recommend it. The initial cost is a once off £15.  A second app is Magnificat.  It is monthly and costs £1.99 per month.  It also has the readings and prayers of weekday and Sunday Mass.  Remember we must find new ways!
Cleaning: The next cleaning of the Church will take place on Saturday 13th January at 3pm. We really need a few more helpers to keep our Church clean and tidy. Please come along for just one hour.

RCIA: If there is anyone interested in joining the Catholic Church please tell them to contact Fr. Michael or any adult interested in being confirmed, see Fr. Michael.
Holy Day of Obligation:  Wednesday 6th January is the Feast of the ‘Epiphany of the Lord’.  It is a Holy day.  Masses are at 12.30pm and 6pm in the evening.

New Year:  As we come to the end of a year, a year of such pain and difficulty and as we enter a New Year let us place everything before Our Lord knowing that He, who “steers our course” will bring each one of us to completion in His own way and His own time.
A very happy New Year to you all.
Last Week’s Christmas Day Collection: £2269.13
Envelopes:  £175.00      Loose £163.07
Total:   £338.07
Have a good week[image: image1.png]
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Mass & Service Times


Sunday 8.30am, 11am (Family Mass) & 6pm (Folk Mass)


Monday 12.30pm


Tuesday 12.30pm


Wednesday 12.30pm


Thursday 12.30pm


Friday 12.30pm


Saturday 12.30pm & 6pm (vigil)


Holy Days of Obligation


12.30pm and 6pm





Confessions


Saturday


11am – 11.30am


& 5pm to 5.30pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Every Saturday Afternoon from 5pm to Benediction at 5.30pm





Rosary


No Rosary until further notice





Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Not until further notice











