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Fifteenth Sunday of the Year
Fr. Michael writes:- God is continually calling us to a better life, to live up to our dignity as his sons and daughters. But he does not force us. He invites us. He sends us his Word. Jesus compared this word to a seed which a man plants in the earth. That seed is a wonderful thing for it has within it the capacity to grow. As persons we must grow too. We all have a tremendous potential for goodness. In some people we see a steady growth. But in others we see nothing but weeds. Then something happens to them, they see the light and their true potential begins to emerge. Think of men like St. Augustine or St. Francis of Assisi. We can only try our best to respond to God’s call but at the end of the day we will not be judged by results, but by the effort we have made.
Retirement Mass: Many thanks to everyone involved in making last Sunday’s Retirement Mass such a marvellous occasion. Thank you to the little committee of Ewa and Slavad; Clemence and Stan, Maureen and Ann Marie. Thanks to many people who brought in cakes; savouries and sandwiches. Also to Ana-Marie and the U.C.M for the teas and coffees. Thank you to Athena the Psalmist; Maureen the Cantor; to the choir and to Zak Webb and Cerys Matthews who sang. Thanks to the Larrik Pub and Brichiole for donating food and wine, Prosecco and beer. A big grateful thank you to everyone who contributed to the Presentation Cheque for £7322.83. Your generosity has moved me considerably and I am very grateful to each and everyone who made a contribution. THANK YOU!! I think it has broken all records for any Priest retiring in the Diocese 

I will now remain here until 23rd August so there is plenty of time to say goodbye to you individually. It is so lovely to look back at the last forty-three years and see them as being so happy and the last eleven years here at Our Lady of the Rosary which were happy years and special years for me.

I will not be living too far away, here is my address and phone number: – Flat 1, 90 Station Road, Wood Green, London N22 7SY Tel No. 0776 3929329

Fr. Kevin:- It was also lovely to welcome Fr. Kevin last weekend and I hope you had the chance to meet him. I wish him and his assistant Fr. Alex every joy and success in serving you here in Marylebone and in St. John’s Wood.

School Forms: All school forms for the coming year are to be signed by the new Parish Priest. This is a very nice way of getting to know him. Fr. Michael cannot sign the form for next year.

First Holy Communion: If you have a child of year 3 or above whom you would like to be prepared for First Holy Communion in May of 2024, please come for a form to the Parish Office.
Faith sharing Group: Meets regularly on Tuesdays in Rosary Hall at 1pm

R.C.I.A: The RCIA for 2023 is now ended. It was marvellous to have five new Catholics. I am now collecting names for the new group to begin in September. Should you know of anyone interested in discovering more about the Catholic Church with a view to joining, then do tell them to contact me or give me their contact details. 
Legion of Mary: Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Praesidium of the Legion of Mary warmly invites you to their weekly meeting, held on a Thursday evening at 6 p.m. in the Lower Hall.

Welcomers: Would those welcomers who had signed up to give out hymn books and newsletters please come early.  This is an important ministry in that just saying “Good morning” and “welcome” 
can be so important particularly for visitors. It would help if the table was not surrounded by others chatting which is lovely but could be done so that others could get to the table. Please do not put the newsletters or Mass leaflets into the hymn books, they can be handed out separately. Welcomer for this weekend 11am Mass are Ruben Bernardini and Helena Monaghan.
Parish website: For those who were pilgrims to Lourdes recently and for others interested you will find many photographs of our trip on the Parish Website under news and events https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/marylebone
C.T.S: We have a Catholic Truth Society stand with booklets out in the porch. These booklets are not free and must be paid for in the box marked C.T.S.  Each booklet is separately priced on the back cover.

A Lamp for our Lady: To give honour to Our Lady, a lamp will now burn before her statue in the sanctuary. A 7-day lamp will be lit every Saturday, the day traditionally devoted to the Blessed Virgin, and burn throughout the week. An offering of £10 is requested to light this lamp, the intention of which will be printed every week in the Newsletter or may be kept anonymous (e.g.‘An anonymous donor for a private intention’). Please email the Parish Secretary at marylebone@rcdow.org.uk with your requested week and intention as well as how you wish it to be published, and paid for.
Contactless in our Parish: You will notice that we have for some time a contactless giving device in our Church.  Contactless payments are touch free with no need to type in our pin or hand over your card.  If you would prefer to use your pin, you can also insert your card into the payment device and enter your pin to make a payment. There are some set amounts you may choose to give or you can press other for your own amount given.  Contactless is quick, easy, familiar, safe and accessible to everyone who comes into Church including people visiting. Why don’t you, you can also scan the code on the leaflet to register for Gift Aid
Gift Aid: We now have 45 people who have a box of envelopes to pay their weekly contribution. We also have 41 people who pay by Direct Debit. That adds up to 86 people. Yet we only have 28 people who gift aid. You can gift aid your money to the Church which means if you pay tax in the UK, our Church would get an extra 25p for every £1.00 that you give, from the Government. It is money for nothing, and if everyone on envelopes or Direct Debit were to gift aid we would get back serval thousand pounds from the Government. Today in the porch there is a tray with Gift Aid Forms. Please complete one and put it into the box marked GIFT AID. It will only take a minute and would make an enormous difference to our income. 

Retiring Collection:- This weekend there is Retiring Collection for Peter’s Pence which helps for the running of the Vatican and its Departments.
Next Week Retiring Collection for Sea Sunday: This is the collection which goes to maintain hostels and Chaplains for Seafarers all over the World. Many of them are Catholic and away from home for most of the yea. These hostels help them to rest in a Catholic environment and the Chaplains to celebrate Mass for them.
Funeral of Sean Harrington: This Tuesday 18th July at 12.30pm. Mass is a funeral Mass for Sean Harrington of York Street.

Feasts:

Thursday 20th July      St. Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr
Friday 21st July            St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest 

                                       & Doctor             
Saturday 22nd July       St. Mary Magdalene 
Sunday 23rd July          St. Bridget of Sweden
Collections for last weekend amounted to:



Envelopes -  £ 224.98
Loose        -  £ 953.78

                     £1178.76
Many thanks for your generosity
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Have a good week                 [image: image2.png]
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Mass & Service Times


Sunday 8.30am, 11am (Family Mass) & 6pm (Folk Mass)


Monday 12.30pm


Tuesday 12.30pm


Wednesday 12.30pm


Thursday 12.30pm


Friday 12.30pm


Saturday 12.30pm & 6pm (vigil)


Holy Days of Obligation


        12.30pm 





Confessions


Saturday


11am – 11.30am


& 5pm to 5.30pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Every Saturday Afternoon from 5pm to Benediction at 5.30pm





Rosary


Angelus and Rosary at 12 noon Mon - Sat





Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help Not until further notice











