 Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Marylebone, 211 Old Marylebone Road, London NW1 5QT

Telephone 0207 723 5101 (office), 0207 286 3214 (priests’ direct lines in St John’s Wood)
Parish Priests:

Fr. Kevin Jordan kevinjordan@rcdow.org.uk
Fr Ben Woodley benwoodley@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Administrator: 
Ms Lorraine Etienne marylebone@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Website: 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/marylebone/ 
Parish Office Open: 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10:30am – 3:30pm in the Presbytery
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Twenty-Second Sunday of the Year
Counting Our Blessings

The Anglican deanery of Kerrier in Cornwall is about to become one huge parish made up of 23 churches and ministered to by two priests. One of them, and I am not making this up, will not work on Sunday. Despite all the trepidation we share about how two central London churches will run sharing two priests, we are much better off than some of our Cornish brothers and sisters in Christ.

Last weekend, some of you asked two very good questions. The first was “Why aren’t we having a resident parish priest?” The answer is that the shortage of vocations is coming home to the centre of our Diocese. In other words, the Archbishop’s Council’s difficult decision was not a knee-jerk reflection on either the “viability” of Marylebone nor St John’s Wood but part of a trend that has necessarily been established for many years such that 39 former parishes in Westminster are now being run by only 17 parish priests. Such priests have to have at least a semi-permanent home and as a current parish priest and an assistant priest (in formation to take on his own parish) live only a short walk away (as the schedule at St John’s Wood needs two priests already), this sharing makes sense.

The second question concerned the Mass schedule. I want to assure you that every current Mass in both churches is covered up to and including the feast of Christ the King. Yes, it means that when you attend a Mass in either church in the coming months you may not see Fr Ben or me and if you go to a different one each week you may not see us for a month or so! However, accepting the kindness of these priests who are helping us while supposedly enjoying their retirement or are on their “day-off” from school chaplaincies or the seminary, is not the best way to maintain two such wonderful communities nor to foster a sense of ongoing pastoral care. A better solution would surely be, after a period of reflection and discernment, to have a schedule that will ensure both churches have at least one of their priests celebrating Mass and available to the people afterwards. This is not only possible but desirable since no-one wants their beloved parish to become a building open only for Mass.
Thus, we have already made a small start. The details above tell you how to email and ring your priests directly and the Marylebone ‘phone voicemail also provides this information which will also appear on the noticeboard outside the church and on the website very soon. In time, a second line may be installed so that calls will automatically divert to where your priests are living. But it is not possible for us to be in all day so do please leave a message and we will ring you back.

Finally, since actions speak louder than words, I do hope the fact that Cardinal Nichols was thrilled to accept the invitation to celebrate our parish feast of Our Lady of the Rosary on Saturday 7 October at 6:00pm will assuage any doubts about the love in which he holds our parish. It seemed so providential when I realised that our feast trumps the Sunday for that Saturday evening Mass while the Masses on Sunday itself will be of 27th week of the year. I am absolutely sure that the music and serving will reflect the great love you have for this parish just as they did at Fr Michael’s retirement Mass and that the “bring and share” afterwards in the hall will be as stunning as on that day in July. Most of all, may it be a time to ensure our Father Bishop that we will pray much harder for vocations while thanking God that we don’t live in one corner of Cornwall. May God bless you and your loved ones. Fr Kevin
Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi with Fr Michael. 
This will consist of four days in Rome and three days in Assisi. You will visit the major Basilicas and churches of Rome, attend the Wednesday audience with Pope Francis and the major civic sites. You will then move to Assisi for three nights with Mass at the tomb of St. Francis and visit the church of St. Clare as well as making a pilgrimage to the grave of St. Carlo Acutis and visiting Grecchio where St. Francis celebrated his last Christmas. Fr. Michael hopes to stay in the Casa del Clero owned by the Vatican which was a seminary and is now a house for bishops and priests working in the Vatican. It was where Pope Francis was staying when elected Pope. Fr. Michael is hoping they will provide accommodation for bed, breakfast and evening meal. In Assisi you will stay in Hotel San Giacomo in the old town. The dates will be 28th May to 4th June.
If you are interested please send Fr. Michael

your email or home address as soon as possible

Distance Learning Course at Maryvale: 
The Maryvale High Institute of Religious Sciences (HIRS), Birmingham is offering a part-time study programme by distance learning for a Bachelor of Divinity (BDiv) degree or a Licence in Divinity. The BDiv is a five-year part-time collaborative-learning programme in Catholic theology The Licence in Divinity: Pathway in Catechetical Sciences is another qualification of the Holy See, distinct from an STL. It is a three-year, part-time, programme aimed at those in leadership positions in catechetics and other positions of responsibility. People interested in joining these courses are invited to contact the Admissions tutor, Dr. Harry Schnitker at:researchcentre@maryvale.ac.uk
A Day with Mary: Saturday 16th September at St Joseph’s Church, High Road, Wembley HA9 6AG. Please look in Porch on notice board to see timings.
First Holy Communion: If you have a child of year 3 or above whom you would like to be prepared for First Holy Communion in May of 2024, please come for a form to the Parish Office.
Divine Mercy Retreat:  9th September 1.30pm - 4.30pm at St John Fisher R Church, 80 Imperial Close, North Harrow, HA2 7LW Please call Millie on 07957594646 for more information. The Retreat will include teachings on the Message of Mercy, Stations of the Cross, Holy Mass, Hour of Mercy with Adoration and Benediction and Veneration of the Image of Merciful Jesus. All Welcome. Please call Millie on 07957594646 for more information
 
R.C.I.A:. I am now collecting names for the new group to begin in September. Should you know of anyone interested in discovering more about the Catholic Church with a view to joining, then do tell them to contact me or give me their contact details. 
Welcomers: Would those welcomers who had signed up to give out hymn books and newsletters please come early.  This is an important ministry in that just saying “Good morning” and “welcome” can be so important Particularly for visitors. It would help if the table was not surrounded by others chatting which is lovely but could be done so that others could get to the table. Please

do not put the newsletters or Mass leaflets into the hymn books, they can be handed out separately. Welcomer for this weekend 11am Mass are Jo Porter.

A Lamp for our Lady: To give honour to Our Lady, a lamp will now burn before her statue in the sanctuary. A 7-day lamp will be lit every Saturday, the day traditionally devoted to the Blessed Virgin, and burn throughout the week. An offering of £10 is requested to light this lamp, the intention of which will be printed every week in the Newsletter or may be kept anonymous (e.g.‘An anonymous donor for a private intention’). Please email the Parish Secretary at marylebone@rcdow.org.uk with your requested week and intention as well as how you wish it to be published, and paid for
Retiring Collection:-  Next weekend there is Retiring Collection for Catholic Education Society.

Feasts:

Friday 8th September    The Nativity of the Blessed

                                         Virgin Mary
Sunday 10th September  Education Sunday

Collections for last weekend amounted to:



Envelopes -  £ 123.90
Loose        -  £ 509.55
                      £633.45
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Mass Times


Sunday:


8.30am,


11:00am (Sung, Family Mass)


6pm (Sung)





Monday to Friday: 12.30pm





Saturday:


12:30pm,�6:00pm (Vigil Mass of Sunday)





Holy Days of Obligation:


12.30pm





Confessions


Saturday


11:45am – 12:15pm,


5:00pm – 5:30pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Saturday �5:00pm – 5:30pm with Benediction at 5:30pm





Angelus and Rosary


Monday – Saturday:


12 Noon














