Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Marylebone, 211 Old Marylebone Road, London NW1 5QT
Telephone 0207 723 5101 (office), 0207 286 3214 (priests’ direct lines in St John’s Wood)
Parish Priests:

Fr. Kevin Jordan kevinjordan@rcdow.org.uk
Fr Ben Woodley benwoodley@rcdow.org.uk
Fr Alex Balzanella alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org
Parish Administrator: 
Ms Lorraine Etienne marylebone@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Website: 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/marylebone/ 
Parish Office Open: 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10:30am – 3:30pm in the Presbytery
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Twenty Third Sunday of the Year
It’s My Delight to Introduce Myself to You. I’m Fr Alex Balzanella and for the past two years, I’ve had the pleasure of being Assistant Priest at Holy Rood in Watford. Prior to that I 
studied for the priesthood at the English College in Rome, for five of those years with Fr Ben. Like you, I had the pleasure of his kindness and guidance, even though I know he found my singing ability in choir practice left a little to be desired and in need of occasional correction! Perhaps Ben was emulating our Gospel, which is all about being pointed in the right direction. Jesus says “If your brother does something wrong, go and have it out with him alone. If he listens to you, you have won back your brother.” Jesus doesn’t say this to encourage us to look for the faults in other people, to tally up a list of misdemeanours. It was only ten chapters earlier in Matthew that Jesus condemned trying to remove the splinter in our brother’s eye whilst ignoring the plank in our own. 

Rather, Jesus is calling us to do this because living the Gospel in the world is really hard. Loving our neighbour as ourselves is easy when we don’t have to have too much to do with him. But I’m sure Fr Kevin will tell you it’s a little more difficult when that neighbour arrives in the form of a new curate with hundreds of boxes that he wants help with. At times as Christians we get lost, we get worried about small things, ignoring the bigger calling of Jesus, we become trapped by principles and ideas, forgetting how much impact small acts of kindness can have. 

When that happens to us or to others around us, Jesus is telling us neither to be defensive when we are spoken to nor to be “typically British” and ignore the problem facing others. He is commending the value of the quiet word, of being gently challenged or encouraged. He is saying when a brother or sister speaks, desiring the good of the other, they are speaking with love, even when that message is difficult to hear. 

As Christians, we desire the flourishing of each other which comes from following the Gospel closely. In me, I hope you will find someone you can trust, open up to and also to feel you can challenge at times. We all need help in this world to reach heaven, and, as Fr Ben knows, to hit the right notes! Fr Alex
Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi with Fr Michael. 
This will consist of four days in Rome and three days in Assisi. You will visit the major Basilicas and churches of Rome, attend the Wednesday audience with Pope Francis and the major civic sites. You will then move to Assisi for three nights with Mass at the tomb of St. Francis and visit the church of St. Clare as well as making a pilgrimage to the grave of St. Carlo Acutis and visiting Grecchio where St. Francis celebrated his last Christmas. Fr. Michael hopes to stay in the Casa del Clero owned by the Vatican which was a seminary and is now a house for bishops and priests working in the Vatican. It was where Pope Francis was staying when elected Pope. Fr. Michael is hoping they will provide accommodation for bed, breakfast and evening meal. In Assisi you will stay in Hotel San Giacomo in the old town. The dates will be 28th May to 4th June. If you are interested please send Fr. Michael

your email or home address as soon as possible.
R.C.I.A: We are now collecting names for the new group to begin in September. Should you know of anyone interested in discovering more about the Catholic Church with a view to joining, then do tell them to contact Fr. Kevin, Fr. Ben or Fr. Alex.

First Holy Communion: The programme begins this Tuesday 12th September at 7.30pm in the hall with a meeting for parents only.

Distance Learning Course at Maryvale:

The Maryvale High Institute of Religious Sciences (HIRS), Birmingham is offering a part-time study programme by distance learning for a Bachelor of Divinity (BDiv) degree or a Licence in Divinity. The BDiv is a five-year part-time collaborative-learning programme in Catholic theology The Licence in Divinity: Pathway in Catechetical Sciences is another qualification of the Holy See, distinct from an STL. It is a three-year, part-time, programme aimed at those in leadership positions in catechetics and other positions of responsibility. People interested in joining these courses are invited to contact the Admissions tutor, Dr. Harry Schnitker at:researchcentre@maryvale.ac.uk
Westminster Youth Ministry is taking a group of young people (16-25) by coach to Walsingham as part of the Diocesan Pilgrimage on Saturday 23 September 2023. Coach leaves at 7:00am from Westminster Cathedral, return approx. 8:00pm. Cost £35. Bookings open until 16 September, sign up at https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/events/pilgrimage-to-walsingham/.
Secondary Transfer Open Days. Sacred Heart High School Hammersmith would like to extend a warm invitation to prospective parents and their daughters to visit their high achieving school on one of their secondary transfer open days: Thursday 14th September 2023   Morning 9:30am-11am Evening 4pm – 6pm and Wednesday 20th September 2023 Morning 9:30am– 11am Evening 4pm – 6pm
St Thomas More Language College Open Evenings.  Thursday 14 September and Wednesday 20 September 2023. Doors open at 4:00pm, Headteacher’s talk at 5:00pm and 5:45pm. For more information visit www.stmlc.co.uk.

A Day with Mary: Saturday 16th September at St Joseph’s Church, High Road, Wembley HA9 6AG. Please see the notice in the porch for full details.

The annual Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers will take place on Saturday 7 October 2023 at 2:30pm in Westminster Cathedral. All altar servers are 
invited to attend and to vest in the Cathedral Hall in order to be ready to process by 2:00pm. The annual National Mass for Altar Servers takes place on Saturday 14 October 2023 at 12noon in Cardiff Cathedral. All are welcome at both Masses.
Run the Royal Parks Half Marathon in aid of The Passage - Sunday 8 October 2023. This stunning route showcases the iconic sites of London through four Royal Parks – Hyde Park, Kensington Gardens, St James’s Park and Green Park. Registration fee: £20; fundraising goal: £300; all money in support of those experiencing or threatened by street homelessness. Sign up at https://passage.org.uk/get-involved/events/
royal-parks-half-marathon/

Young Catholic Adults During the weekend of the 21st-22nd October 2023, Young Catholic Adults and the Traditional English Association of Catholic History will be organising a pilgrimage to York and will visit the shrine of St. Margaret Clitherow, York Oratory, the Bar Convent and St. Mary’s Abbey. This event is aimed at Young Catholic Adults and Catholics interested in history. For details of how to book onto this free weekend and for more info see https://bookwhen.com/youngcatholicadults-yorkpilgrimage2023
 Welcomers. Would those welcomers who had signed up to give out hymn books and newsletters please come early.  This is an important ministry in that just saying “Good morning” and “welcome” can be so important Particularly for visitors. It would help if the table was not surrounded by others chatting which is lovely but could be done so that others could get to the table. Please do not put the newsletters or Mass leaflets into the hymn books, they can be handed out separately. Welcomer for this weekend 11am Mass is Peter White.

Tea and Coffee: will start on a monthly basis on 17th September 2023.  Thank you to those who signed up to help. Please all try and make an effort to come to the hall after 11am Mass for a cup of tea or coffee and a chat. Our host for that day will be Ewa and Slavad.
Retiring Collection:-  Today there is Retiring Collection for Catholic Education Society.

Feasts:

Tuesday 12th September
The Most Holy Name 



of Mary
Thursday 14th September
The Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross

Friday 15th September

Our Lady of Sorrows

Collections for last weekend amounted to:
 



Envelopes -  £ 232.72
Loose        -  £ 571.04
                    
         £803.76[image: image1.png]
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Mass Times


Sunday:


8.30am,


11:00am (Sung, Family Mass)


6pm (Sung)





Monday to Friday: 12.30pm





Saturday:


12:30pm,�6:00pm (Vigil Mass of Sunday)





Holy Days of Obligation:


12.30pm





Confessions


Saturday


11:45am – 12:15pm,


5:00pm – 5:30pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Saturday �5:00pm – 5:30pm with Benediction at 5:30pm





Angelus and Rosary


Monday – Saturday:


12 Noon














