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Fr Alex Balzanella alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org
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Twenty Fifth Sunday of the Year
May We Learn From Saint Paul

“Avoid anything in your everyday lives that would be unworthy of the gospel of Christ” (Phil 1:27). These words from Saint Paul in our reading today present to us the importance of Jesus. To be frank, even describing Jesus as important is to do Him a disservice. Jesus transcends the important: He is Life. Saint Paul writes, “life to me, of course, is Christ, [] I want to be gone and be with Christ, which would be very much better, but for me to stay alive in this body is a more urgent need for your sake” (Phil 1:21, 23-24). Following his conversion to Jesus, Saint Paul would spend every moment of this earthly life dying to himself, so as to root the living gift of his conversion in the risen eternal Lord, Jesus Christ. When we read Saint Paul’s letters, do we read them as written by a very ardent disciple of Jesus from long ago who was writing in a way which does not have much relevance for today? Or, when we read them, do we see and hear something of the glory and utterly transcendental, the heavenly Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, shining His radiance into the heart, mind and body of the Apostle? I pray that, as each of us grows in faith and discipleship, it becomes ever more the latter. The readings from Isaiah and Saint Matthew’s Gospel are crystal clear that the kingdom of heaven and the Lord’s ways are so different from ours. How important this is. You see, Saint Paul’s writings reflect this glory. His words bring the power and real transformative dynamism of the Lord to us. In the Gospel, Jesus teaches that the kingdom of heaven is so wonderful that the saints who live there would never be envious of another’s gifts. The saint in heaven would never begrudge his or her journey into heaven regardless of its long or arduous path. Isaiah also stresses that the Lord’s thoughts and ways are so high above ours; that the Lord is rich in forgiving. If a man or woman were to become so enamoured of the kingdom of heaven; if a man or a woman were to become so taken by the Lord’s eternal ways of glory and love, they would, in some way, reflect Saint Paul’s total abandonment to the risen glory of Jesus. They would seek the kingdom of heaven in every part of their daily lives. Well, Saint Paul is our brother, so how are we to live?

Fr Ben
Our Parish Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary: is on Saturday 7 October and we are greatly honoured that the Cardinal will be celebrating the 6:00pm Mass that day. We hope as many of you as possible will come to that Mass (even if it means changing your usual time) and come into the hall afterwards to meet him, your fellow parishioners and your priests over some food and drinks. There is a list in the porch for you to add your names and the dish you will bring to this celebration to which, we are sure, you are looking forward to as much as us.
Mass Count:- Beginning this Sunday for four Sundays we will have our annual Mass Count
R.C.I.A: We are now collecting names for the new group to begin in September. Should you know of anyone interested in discovering more about the Catholic Church with a view to joining, then do tell them to contact Fr. Kevin, Fr. Ben or Fr. Alex.

First Holy Communion: The First Holy Communion class has started today at 9.45am the next class will be on Sunday 15 October 2023 at 9.45
Children’s Liturgy:  starts today at 11.00am Mass. The next children’s liturgy will be on the 8 October
For those who are applying to Catholic schools: please follow this link for Admissions - https:// catholiceducation.org.uk/guidance-for-schools/

admissions and read the Guidance for Clergy document. This explains what you need to provide in order for a priest to complete a Certificate of Catholic Practice. If you can meet these criteria then please contact Lorraine in the parish office to arrange an appointment to discuss secondary and sixth form applications. Primary and nursery applications will be dealt with after half-term but the same criteria apply for the completion of the Certificate of Catholic Practice.
St Claudine’s Catholic School for Girls: Open evening Monday 25 September 3pm-7pm

The annual Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers: will take place on Saturday 7 October 2023 at 2:30pm in Westminster Cathedral. All altar servers are 
invited to attend and to vest in the Cathedral Hall in order to be ready to process by 2:00pm. The annual National Mass for Altar Servers takes place on Saturday 14 October 2023 at 12noon in Cardiff Cathedral. All are welcome at both Masses.
 Run the Royal Parks Half Marathon in aid of The Passage: - Sunday 8 October 2023. This stunning route showcases the iconic sites of London through four Royal Parks. Registration fee: £20; all money in support of those experiencing or threatened by street homelessness. Sign up at https://passage.org.uk/get-involved/events/royal-parks-half-marathon/
Young Catholic Adults: During the weekend of the 21/22 October 2023, Young Catholic Adults and the Traditional English Association of Catholic History will be organising a pilgrimage to York This event is aimed at Young Catholic Adults and Catholics interested in history. For details of how to book onto this free weekend and for more info see https://bookwhen.com/youngcatholicadults-yorkpilgrimage2023
Rosary to be broadcast worldwide from St Dominic’s in Camden: On the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary on Saturday 7 October join Radio Maria England in the beautiful shrine of Our Lady of the Rosary and St. Dominic for the rosary. Starting at 3:00pm, it will be broadcast to every Radio Maria station around the world accompanied by beautiful choral music from the Rosary Shrine singers. Before the rosary is Mass and a walk from Tyburn Convent, with lunch on Primrose Hill. Sign up at: https://tinyurl.com/vhv36kjm. For more details please visit:  https://radiomariaengland.uk/ or email:Anna.fleischer@radiomariaengland.uk.

Legion of Mary: Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Praesidium of the Legion of Mary warmly invites you to their weekly meetings, held on Thursdays at 6pm in the Lower Hall.

Marriage Encounter non-residential enrichment weekend for couples: 30 Sept & 1 Oct at St. George's Parish Centre – Sudbury. (Saturday 9am to Sunday 5.00pm). This is a great opportunity as a couple to affirm, enrich and explore your unique relationship (NB: There is no group sharing). For more information go to: https://wwme.org.uk/book-a-weekend/
Candlelit Procession of Our Lady of Willesden: Sunday 8 October, 7pm The Shrine of Our Lady of Willesden, 1 Nicoll Road, London NW10 9AX. Join pilgrims and members of the community at Allen Hall Seminary in praying the Rosary for the protection of London, and the gift of Vocations Preacher Canon Stuart Wilson
Welcomers: Would those welcomers who had signed up to give out hymn books and newsletters please come early.  This is an important ministry just saying “Good morning” and “welcome” can be so important particularly for visitors. Welcomers for today at 11am Mass are Nuala O’Duffy and Marie Lagree. For next weekend (1/10/23) the welcomer is Joe Porter.
Feasts:

Wednesday 27 September
St. Vincent de Paul, Priest
Friday 29 September
SS MICHAEL, GABRIEL and RAPHAEL, Archangels 
Saturday 30 September
St. Jerome, Priest & Doctor
Collections for last weekend: 
Envelopes     £ 284.78
Loose            £ 826.68
                      £1,111.46     

 



Many thanks
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Mass Times


Sunday:


8.30am,


11:00am (Sung, Family Mass)


6pm (Sung)





Monday to Friday: 12.30pm





Saturday:


12:30pm,�6:00pm (Vigil Mass of Sunday)





Holy Days of Obligation:


12.30pm





Confessions


Saturday


11:45am – 12:15pm,


5:00pm – 5:30pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Saturday �5:00pm – 5:30pm with Benediction at 5:30pm





Angelus and Rosary


Monday – Saturday:


12 Noon














