Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Marylebone, 211 Old Marylebone Road, London NW1 5QT
Telephone 0207 723 5101 (office), 0207 286 3214 (priests’ direct lines in St John’s Wood)
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Fr. Kevin Jordan kevinjordan@rcdow.org.uk
Fr Ben Woodley benwoodley@rcdow.org.uk
Fr Alex Balzanella alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org
Parish Administrator: 
Ms Lorraine Etienne marylebone@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Website: 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/marylebone/ 
Parish Office Open: 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10:30am – 3:30pm in the Presbytery
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Twenty Sixth Sunday of the Year
Our Life in Christ

In preparing to take leave of you after four years, four years in which I have had the honour of serving as your Assistant Priest, providence has blessed us with readings this Sunday which ask us to take stock of our lives: how have we been living in response to almighty God? Both the Prophet Ezekiel and Jesus teach starkly about whether a human person is either following the Lord’s will or not. There is no middle ground. In the Gospel, Jesus encounters from the chief priests and elders of the people a reluctance to relinquish their sense of self-sufficiency and pride. They are filled with a sense of their own importance, their success, which closes them off from seeing how deep is their need to turn everything to the Lord. Jesus mentions John the Baptist as an example of one who was prepared to turn all to the Lord, and that they, the leaders, were unwilling to embrace his way and acclaim, “yes, all for the Lord”. My dearest brothers and sisters in Christ, over these last four years, are we learning to cry ever more deafeningly, “yes, all for the Lord”, or is it a, “well, surely that’s enough, isn’t it?” We can ask, and indeed we must, why is it that Christianity asks disciples of the Lord Jesus to be so radical? Why is it that Jesus asks so much of us, “if you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions” (Mt 19:21)? The radicality of Christianity springs from the very eternal Son of God emptying Himself (Phil 2:7), debasing Himself, to take on our frail flesh, to enter history, to take on our sin. Saint Paul, in the reading from Philippians, describes the Son’s humility in entering creation as a man and accepting death, even death on a cross (Phil 2:8). It is from this self-emptying, this earth-shattering humility (literally), that Jesus arises victorious. Jesus has permeated His entire creation and offers to man His sinless glory, love, and friendship, risen from darkness. In taking stock, let us concretely turn towards Jesus’ glory? During these four years, you have helped me long to say yes to Jesus more ardently and to desire a more childlike dependence on Him. How can I ever thank you? “I will lift up the cup of salvation”. Fr Ben
Our Parish Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary: is on Saturday 7 October and we are greatly honoured that the Cardinal will be celebrating the 6:00pm Mass that day. We hope as many of you as possible will come to that Mass (even if it means changing your usual time) and come into the hall afterwards to meet him, your fellow parishioners and your priests over some food and drinks. There is a list in the porch for you to add your names and the dish you will bring to this celebration to which, we are sure, you are looking forward to as much as us.
Mass Count:- This Sunday will be our 2nd  Sunday of our annual Mass Count
R.C.I.A: We are now collecting names for the new group to begin in September. Should you know of anyone interested in discovering more about the Catholic Church with a view to joining, then do tell them to contact Fr. Kevin, Fr. Ben or Fr. Alex.

First Holy Communion: The next First Holy Communion class will be on Sunday 15 October 2023 at 9.45am
Children’s Liturgy:  The next children’s liturgy will be on the 8 October 11am Mass
Legion of Mary: Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Praesidium of the Legion of Mary warmly invites you to their weekly meetings, held on Thursdays at 6pm in the Lower Hall.
Welcomers: Welcomer for today at 11am Mass is Joe Porter. For next weekend (8/10/23) the Welcomer is Peter White.

For those who are applying to Catholic schools: please follow this link for Admissions - https:// catholiceducation.org.uk/guidance-for-schools/

admissions and read the Guidance for Clergy document. This explains what you need to provide in order for a priest to complete a Certificate of Catholic Practice. If you can meet these criteria then please contact Lorraine in the parish office to arrange an appointment with Fr Alex. Time slots will be available over two days Friday 6 and Monday 9 to discuss secondary and sixth form applications. Primary and nursery applications will be dealt with after half-term but the same criteria apply for the completion of the Certificate of Catholic Practice. 
The annual Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers: will take place on Saturday 7 October 2023 at 2:30pm in Westminster Cathedral. All altar servers are 
invited to attend and to vest in the Cathedral Hall in order to be ready to process by 2:00pm. The annual National Mass for Altar Servers takes place on Saturday 14 October 2023 at 12noon in Cardiff Cathedral. All are welcome at both Masses.
 Run the Royal Parks Half Marathon in aid of The Passage: - Sunday 8 October 2023. This stunning route showcases the iconic sites of London through four Royal Parks. Registration fee: £20; all money in support of those experiencing or threatened by street homelessness. Sign up at https://passage.org.uk/get-involved/events/royal-parks-half-marathon/
Young Catholic Adults: During the weekend of the 21/22 October 2023, Young Catholic Adults and the Traditional English Association of Catholic History will be organising a pilgrimage to York This event is aimed at Young Catholic Adults and Catholics interested in history. For details of how to book onto this free weekend and for more info see https://bookwhen.com/youngcatholicadults-yorkpilgrimage2023
Rosary to be broadcast worldwide from St Dominic’s in Camden: On the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary on Saturday 7 October join Radio Maria England in the beautiful shrine of Our Lady of the Rosary and St. Dominic for the rosary. Starting at 3:00pm, it will be broadcast to every Radio Maria station around the world accompanied by beautiful choral music from the Rosary Shrine singers. Before the rosary is Mass and a walk from Tyburn Convent, with lunch on Primrose Hill. Sign up at: https://tinyurl.com/vhv36kjm. For more details please visit:  https://radiomariaengland.uk/ or email:Anna.fleischer@radiomariaengland.uk.

The Divine Mercy Apostolate, London: is holding a Divine Mercy Retreat at St Anthony’s RC Church, 5 Garratt Road, Edgware, London HA8 9AN on Saturday 14 October from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. The Retreat will include teachings on the Message of Divine Mercy, Holy Mass, Hour of Mercy with Stations of the Cross, Adoration and Benediction and Veneration of the Image of Merciful Jesus. Please telephone Millie on 07957 594 646 for more information.

CAFOD Family Fast Day appeal – Harvest Collection: The Church’s aid and development agency, marks its annual Family Fast Day on Friday 6 October with an appeal to Catholics in England and Wales to help the millions of people around the world struggling to put food on the table. Please pick up an envelope at the church entrance and return it the next time you come to church or give online at: https://cafod.org.uk/ Thank you

Candlelit Procession of Our Lady of Willesden: Sunday 8 October, 7pm The Shrine of Our Lady of Willesden, 1 Nicoll Road, London NW10 9AX. Join pilgrims and members of the community at Allen Hall Seminary in praying the Rosary for the protection of London, and the gift of Vocations Preacher Canon Stuart Wilson
Feasts:

Monday 2nd October
The Holy Guardian Angels

Wednesday 4th October
St. Francis of Assisi 
Saturday 7th October
Or Lady of the Rosary
Collections for last weekend: 
Envelopes     £ 211.00
Loose            £ 856.80
                



       £1,067.80     

Many thanks
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Mass Times


Sunday:


8.30am,


11:00am (Sung, Family Mass)


6pm (Sung)





Monday to Friday: 12.30pm





Saturday:


12:30pm,�6:00pm (Vigil Mass of Sunday)





Holy Days of Obligation:


12.30pm





Confessions


Saturday


11:45am – 12:15pm,


5:00pm – 5:30pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Saturday �5:00pm – 5:30pm with Benediction at 5:30pm





Angelus and Rosary


Monday – Saturday:


12 Noon














