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Twenty Seventh Sunday of the Year
What’s in a Name?
A few parishioners have asked how I should be addressed now. When Abbot Basil Hume was appointed Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster and asked the same question by Sir Robin Day he said, “I can cope with anything apart from, ‘Hey you,’” I leave it with you.

Ultimately the only title that matters is that of “Father” provided, as Christ instructs, such fatherhood is exercised in a spiritual way as practiced by Abraham, Joseph and Elijah in the Old Testament—a desire to bring people to a closer union with God by accompanying them on their journey through life. This too is what Christ sought to do as the ideal rabbi/master/teacher immersed in the midst of people's ordinary lives. He then instructed His apostles to continue that role of teaching all nations what He had passed on to them in a way that any ever-present father would. Hence Saints Peter, Paul and John often refer to the different church communities they are addressing as children.

Interestingly, this pedagogy or way of teaching was something we looked at in a recent catechetical class. The General Directory on Catechesis (GDC) helps us understand this by advising priests to “read the signs of the times...and speak to men as friends” (GDC 146) and so develop their teaching “with careful concern for… human nature” (Dei Verbum 13).

Since our parishes began to share their priests six weeks ago such accompaniment has been easier with Fr Ben still being here. But now that he has moved to his new parish, we need to find a way that your two priests can provide a more stable continuity of presence in both parishes. Yes, supply priests (assisted by the generosity of many laypeople who have taken on new roles in both St John's Wood and Marylebone) can provide the invaluable Sacramental personal encounter with Christ, but those priests cannot give that sense of shepherds “living with the sheep” as Pope Francis calls us to offer.

Thus, Fr Alex and I invite you to discuss with us a way forward for both parishes at 7:00pm on Friday 20 October at Our Lady of the Rosary, NW1 5QT. Then, as the Catechism puts it, we might better be “a gentle guest and friend who inspires, guides, corrects and strengthens [you] in this life”, whatever name you give us.  Fr Kevin
Mass Count:- This Sunday will be our 3rd Sunday of our annual Mass Count
R.C.I.A: Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic should speak to or email Fr. Alex alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk. Sessions are one-to-one so the times of meetings are arranged at mutually convenient times.


For those who are applying to Catholic schools:  Follow this link for Admissions –

https:// catholiceducation.org.uk/guidance-for-schools/admissions and read the Guidance for Clergy document. This explains what you need to provide in order for a priest to complete a Certificate of Catholic Practice. Meetings have already been advertised with Fr Alex for secondary school forms, however if you have not yet got in contact please speak to Fr Alex and contact Lorraine in the parish office. Primary and nursery applications will be dealt with after half-term but the same criteria apply for the completion of the Certificate of Catholic Practice
First Holy Communion: The next First Holy Communion class will be on Sunday 15 October 2023 at 9.45am
Children’s Liturgy:  The Children’s Liturgy will be today. The next Children’s Liturgy will be on 5 November at 11am Mass.
Legion of Mary: Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Praesidium of the Legion of Mary warmly invites you to their weekly meetings, held on Thursdays at 6pm in the Lower Hall.
Welcomers: Welcomer for today at 11am Mass is Peter White. For next weekend (15/10/23) the Welcomers are Ruben Berrnardini and Helena Monaghan.. 
Young Catholic Adults: During the weekend of the 21/22 October 2023, Young Catholic Adults and the Traditional English Association of Catholic History will be organising a pilgrimage to York This event is aimed at Young Catholic Adults and Catholics interested in history. For details of how to book onto this free weekend and for more info see https://bookwhen.com/youngcatholicadults-yorkpilgrimage2023
The Divine Mercy Apostolate, London: is holding a Divine Mercy Retreat at St Anthony’s RC Church, 5 Garratt Road, Edgware, London HA8 9AN on Saturday 14 October from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. The Retreat will include teachings on the Message of Divine Mercy, Holy Mass, Hour of Mercy with Stations of the Cross, Adoration and Benediction and Veneration of the Image of Merciful Jesus. Please telephone Millie on 07957 594 646 for more information.

CAFOD Family Fast Day appeal – Harvest Collection: CAFOD’S Family Fast Day was on Friday 6 October. Please use an envelope for your donation and complete details if you can gift aid your contribution.  Thank you.
 
The Justice & Peace Commission would like a representative from the parish to attend the next Justice & Peace Parish and Chaplaincy Contacts meeting on Wednesday 11 October 2023, 7.00-8.30pm at Vaughan House and Online. The Justice & Peace Commission provides resources, networking and encouragement for Catholics involved in any aspect of social justice across the Diocese. Representatives can either make a regular commitment, or are most welcome to attend this meeting as a one-off to find out more about the commission and what is involved.
The Universe Catholic Weekly Online and print edition Newspaper: This newspaper keeps Catholics informed about their faith and brings them ever closer to God. To maintain a strong weekly Catholic voice at a time when it is much needed in the world, please consider taking out a subscription. They have an excellent website full of trustworthy articles and an online shop with all subscribers receiving a 10% discount. If you are interested in their Digital Subscription Offer or the print edition call Michelle on 0743 661 7650 or
 email: michelle.jones@universecatholicweekly.co.uk
A Day with Mary: Saturday 14 October at St Aloysius Church, Phoenix Road, London NW1. Saturday 21 October at St George, Harrow Road, Sudbury HA0 2QE. Saturday 28 October at Westminster Cathedral. These are days of instruction, devotion & intercession, based on the message given at Fatima in 1917. For a full itinerary please visit https://www.adaywithmary.org/.
Sacred Heart Sixth Form Open Evening:  Invitation to girls in Year 11 and their families on Wednesday 11 October 2023 between 4.00pm – 6.00pm.
Tea & Coffee Morning:- The next tea and coffee will take place next Sunday 15 October hosted by Karen and Floss. 

Church Cleaners: Can the Church cleaners please contact Lorraine the parish secretary to let her know their names and contact details.

Feasts:

Monday 9 October
         St John Henry Newman

Friday 13 October                 St Edward the Confessor 
Collections for last weekend: 
Envelopes     £167.50
Loose            £ 693.74
                



         £861.24     

Many thanks
Have a blessed week.[image: image1.png]



�





Mass Times


Sunday:


8.30am,


11:00am (Sung, Family Mass)


6pm (Sung)





Monday to Friday: 12.30pm





Saturday:


12:30pm,�6:00pm (Vigil Mass of Sunday)





Holy Days of Obligation:


12.30pm





Confessions


Saturday


11:45am – 12:15pm,


5:00pm – 5:30pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Saturday �5:00pm – 5:30pm with Benediction at 5:30pm





Angelus and Rosary


Monday – Saturday:


12 Noon














