Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Marylebone, 211 Old Marylebone Road, London NW1 5QT
Telephone 0207 723 5101 (office), 0207 286 3214 (priests’ direct lines in St John’s Wood)
Parish Priests:

Canon Kevin Jordan kevinjordan@rcdow.org.uk
Fr Alex Balzanella alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk
Parish Administrator: 
Ms Lorraine Etienne marylebone@rcdow.org.uk 

Parish Website: 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/marylebone 
Parish Office Open: 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10:30am – 3:30pm in the Presbytery
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Twenty Eighth Sunday of the Year
Better Late Than Never
It's quite common for brides to arrive late, though the delay rather depends on the bride. I’ve had one situation when I insisted the bride go around the block again when she was early, and because some of the wedding party had arrived without their wedding garments (a story for another time!). I’ve had another where the bride was so late, I had to warn her that her marriage might soon be invalid, as it had long past the time on the marriage schedule that the supposed marriage should have taken place. Needless to say, the bride’s appearance was pretty instantaneous!

One expects the bride to be late, but as the priest, I’m also witness to those guests who arrive late. They slip in at the back, crouching and tiptoeing in, praying for an empty bench, only to find the remaining seats next to the bride’s mother on the front row. 

As weddings are costly affairs, couples and families are understandably annoyed if people, are not only late, but never show up at all. Even so, the response of the king in today’s Gospel seems a little fierce, to burn down the city and destroy them from the face of the earth.

We shouldn’t draw from this parable that God is waiting for us with thunderbolts, to strike us down when our enthusiasm lapses or we drift off in the homily. Not always easy to avoid. The description of the anger Jesus uses as a symbol of the determination of God to put everything right. God is repeatedly calling us to be in right relationship with him, to live lives of holiness that will bring us greater joy, peace and contentment than any worldly desire could. 

When the Jewish people of the New Testament reject these calls, God does not abandon humanity, he seeks others, instead he invites the whole of humanity to come to the wedding feast, to rejoice and celebrate. All who respond to the King’s invitation wholeheartedly are treated as friends and siblings in heaven. 

Today, we are the ones to have that invitation from God directed to us. To come to Mass each Sunday and holy day of obligation. But do we respond to this call? We’re asked to come to confession at least annually, or whenever we are weighed down with grave sin, but do we take up the chance? Today’s Gospel is here to both encourage and challenge us, to lead us to respond wholeheartedly to the Lord’s invitation and truly rejoice at the wedding feast that the Mass is. Even if we’re a little late! Fr Alex
Mass Count: This Sunday will be the fourth Sunday of our annual Mass Count

Interested in becoming Catholic? Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic should speak to or email Fr. Alex alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk.  Sessions are one-to-one so the times of meetings are arranged at mutually convenient times.


Reception of Holy Communion: It's wonderful to be in a parish where communion is received respectfully and reverently, as it is done at Our Lady of the Rosary. It is the body and blood of Christ we receive and it is important we treat such a gift with care. It is for this reason that intinction (or dipping) the host into the chalice is not permitted, as it risks the blood of Christ being dripped on the floor. Please consume the host immediately upon receiving it from the priest or eucharistic minister before going to receive from the chalice.
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary: Thank you to everyone who made the church look so lovely and our liturgy so prayerful, and who contributed to and enjoyed the wonderful reception after Mass when the Cardinal came last weekend to celebrate our parish feast. It was a fabulous occasion and I hope you enjoyed it as much as he, Fr Kevin and Fr Alex did. What a fabulous celebration of Our Lady of the Rosary.

Parish meeting: Following on from the Cardinal’s comments at our parish feast last Saturday, Fr Kevin and Fr Alex invite you to a meeting at 7:00pm on 20 October in the parish hall of Our Lady of the Rosary to look at the current and future provision for the parishes of St John’s Wood and Marylebone.
First Holy Communion: There will be a meeting for parents tomorrow 16 October at 7.30pm in the lower hall. The next First Holy Communion class will be after half term on Sunday 5 November 2023 at 9.45am.
Holy Souls: November is the month of the Holy Souls. Envelopes are available at the back of the Church. Please write the names of your deceased loved ones on a piece of paper, place it in the envelope with any offering you would like to make, and return it to the Presbytery. Each week in November three Masses will be offered for all those Holy Souls listed in our parish. 
Legion of Mary: Our Praesidium of the Legion of Mary warmly invites you to their weekly meetings. The Legion of Mary is a worldwide organization, in which Catholic men, women and youth sanctify themselves through prayer and apostolic work in union with Our Lady. The meetings are held on Thursdays at 6pm in the Lower Hall.
Tea & Coffee Morning: 
We have a tea and coffee morning after 11am Mass. If you’ve not been before please come and join us. Our hosts for today are Karen and Floss. 
Welcomers: Welcomers for today at 11am Mass are Ruben Bernardini and Helena Monaghan. Next week’s welcomers are Nuala O’Duffy and Marie Lagree. 
Divine Mercy Retreat: Hosted by the Divine Mercy Apostolate at Most Precious Blood & St Edmund Campion Church, Edmonton N9 7EN on 21 October 1.30pm-4.30pm. Includes Mass, Hour of Mercy and other devotions. For more information telephone Millie Fernandez 07957594646. 
Morning Calm Concerts: Piano recital concerts, given by students from the Royal College of Music will be taking place each Friday morning at 8.45am at St George’s, Hanover Square. The recitals are only 15 minutes, are concluded with prayers and provide a space at the start of the day for prayer and contemplation. Details on the noticeboard. 
A Day with Mary will 
take place on these dates Saturday 21 October at St George, Harrow Road, Sudbury HA0 2QE. Saturday 28 October at Westminster Cathedral. A day of instruction, devotion & intercession, based on the message given at Fatima in 1917. For a 
full itinerary please visit https://www.adaywithmary.org/.
The Bi-Annual Concelebrated Requiem Mass at St. Mary’s Cemetery NW10 5NU, Kensal Green will be on Monday 6 November at 11:30am.

Church Cleaners: Can the church cleaners please contact Lorraine the Parish Secretary to let her know their cleaning rota.

Feasts:

Tuesday 17 October
         St Ignatius of Antioch
Wednesday 18 October           St Luke 
Collections for last weekend: 
Envelopes     £176.70
Loose            £ 702.70
                



         £879.40     

Many thanks
Have a blessed week.[image: image1.png]
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Mass Times


Sunday:


8.30am,


11:00am (Sung, Family Mass)


6pm (Sung)





Monday to Friday: 12.30pm





Saturday:


12:30pm,�6:00pm (Vigil Mass of Sunday)





Holy Days of Obligation:


12.30pm





Confessions


Saturday


11:45am – 12:15pm,


5:00pm – 5:30pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Saturday �5:00pm – 5:30pm with Benediction at 5:30pm





Angelus and Rosary


Monday – Saturday:


12 Noon














�Colon, hyphen?


�As above and underlining.


�For “a”


�I don’t think I understand this





