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Tempus Fugit Mass Times
Having celebrated the feast of the Presentation of the Lord on Friday, Sunday

today the stable is empty. As St Luke writes, “And He [Jesus] went 11:00 am (Sung Family Mass)
down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them
[Mary and Joseph]” (Lk 2:51a). This tiny phrase summarises 30 years Monday, Wednesday & Friday

of the life of Christ, the hidden years as they are called, before John 12:30pm

the Baptist heralds the start of our Saviour’s ministry.

For us, those 30 years will end in 10 days when Lent begins on 14 Saturday
February. From then on, as we unite ourselves to Christ’s fast for 40 6:00pm (Vigil Mass of Sunday)
days before His work began, the scriptures will move us, day by day,

to a deeper contemplation of the passion and death of Jesus. Confessions (Saturday)
But returning to the Presentation, | am always struck by how it is the 5:00pm—5:30pm
last time that Our Lady holds her child in her arms until his

broken body is pressed to her heart after His crucifixion and Church opening times
death. Hence, at that celebration in the temple, Simeon pointed out Monday—Friday
that a sword will pierce the heart of Mary, a prophecy about the 9:30am—1:00pm

appalling death her son would undergo to free us from our sins and

the pain that will cause she who was conceived without sin.

For us, all too often Lent can become a little like a heathy option or a
detox. But it is really about coming to acknowledge how each of us | | 518 O Changeless Christ
has contributed to the Passion of the Christ though our own 23  Allthatlam
sinfulness. Yes, we have rejoiced in the birth of our Saviour and | |272 |am the bread of life
joined in the adoration of the shepherds and the wise men. But | bet | | 183 Forth in the peace of
that seems like a distant memory and “normal” life has resumed, Christ we go

devoid of the great joy of Christmas only a few weeks ago.

And that is why the source of our ashes is so important. We can buy
them from church suppliers, but better still is to make our own. Thus
we invite you to bring us your palms from last year before next
Sunday, the palms we waved to welcome Christ as our Redeemer. No

Music for Sunday

doubt our enthusiasm has waned since then, even more so than in

the short time since 25 December. And thus we will then bless and Sunday Readings
burn those palms, suing the ashes to mark ourselves on Ash

Wednesday, a stark reminder of how unsteady our faith can be. Job 7:1-4,6-7
Tempus fugit, time flies, but Lent beginning so soon after Christmas is Psalm 146(147)

a real opportunity to hold the infant Christ and our broken Saviour, 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
both one and the same Jesus Christ, close to our hearts. Canon Kevin Mark 1:29-39
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Parish Offices. A combination of unforeseen
circumstances means that for the next few weeks
neither St John’s Wood nor Marylebone will have
administrators. Please be patient as Canon Kevin
and Fr Alex alone will be running this side of
operations as well as the wusual Sacramental
schedules. Thank you for your understanding.

Retrouvaille: A Programme for Couples Struggling
in their Marriages. Do you feel alone? Are you
frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue,
or have you just stopped talking to each other?
Does talking about it only make it worse?
Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples
who have difficulties in their marriage. For
confidential information or to register for the next
programme commencing with a virtual weekend
on 8—11 February or a face-to-face weekend in
Welwyn Garden City on 14-16 June, call or text
07887 296 983/07973 380 443 or email
retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com or visit
www.retrouvaille.org.uk

First Holy Communion Programme continues on
Sunday 11 February at 9:45am in the parish hall.

Evangelising post-Christian Britain. Monsignor
James Shea, President of the University of Mary
(Bismark, North Dakota) co-authored the
extraordinary book From Christendom to Apostolic
Mission. In a lively lecture and on Tuesday 20
February at St James Church, Spanish Place,
Marylebone, he will draw bridges between the
different visions that the Church and the world
have for our society, and suggest -effective
strategies to engage our own time and culture
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The lecture will be
followed by a Q&A and then refreshments will be
available. Tickets £5 at: guild-ransom.co.uk/events

On Saturday 10 February, the eve of the feast of
Our Lady of Lourdes, please pray and fast for the
end of abortion in this country. Through God’s
grace we have seen thousands of mothers in our
counselling centre continue their pregnancies in
very difficult circumstances. Please help us to
hsave lives with your prayers, fasting and support.
www.GoodCounselNetwork.com

The Divine Mercy Apostolate, London, is holding a
Divine Mercy afternoon of reflection on Saturday
10 February from 1:30pm—4:30pm at St George’s
R.C. Cathedral, Westminster Bridge Road, London
SE1 7HY. All welcome. Please call Millie on 07957
594 646 for more information.

World Day of the Sick. On Saturday 10 February
2024 Cardinal Vincent Nichols will celebrate the
Annual Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes in
Westminster Cathedral at 2:30pm. During this
Mass anointing of the sick will be offered. For
tickets please email the parish office at:
stiohnswood@rcdow.org.uk by the end of Sunday,
4 February 2024 advising if you are booking for
wheelchair users who require anointing, walking
sick who require anointing, or assisting the sick
and do not require anointing yourself.

Offerings. Standing orders are the easiest and best
way to give regularly and can be set up via https://
parish.rcdow.org.uk/marylebone/donate/other-
ways-to-give/ If you are a tax-payer, please Gift
Aid your donation using the link on that page or by
clicking here https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/
marylebone/wp-content/uploads/
sites/188/2022/07/MARYL20.pdf This form will
allow the parish to claim 25 pence back from
HMRC for every £1 you give in any way at all at no
cost to you for an almost indefinite period. If you
currently have envelopes and would like a new set
for the coming tax year, please write your name,
address and current envelope number on a price
of paper and drop it through the letterbox of the
presbytery. However, standing orders really are
the best way to give. To Gift Aid using the
Dona machine, follow the prompts to register each
card or 'phone—this machine does not recognise a
person but the medium through which you give..
God bless you for however you give to your parish
and to those in need.

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2024 will take
place from 19 - 26 July 2024. Join the pilgrimage as
a pilgrim. Serve the sick as a St Frai Helper (18+).
Support the sick by sponsoring a St Frai helper to
care for them on the pilgrimage and praying for
our care team. Please see the poster in the porch.

Job Vacancies. For details regarding diocesan job
vacancies, please visit https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk.
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