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ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  

CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

FIFTH  

SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME 

MASS INTENTIONS  

February 9, 2019 

6pm  - S P Madden (Anniv) 

February 10, 2019 

9am - People of the Parish 

11am—M A Benjamin 
 (Anniversary) 

For weekday mass inten-
tions please, see the notice 
board on the left hand side 
of the main door of the 
church. 

Confessions on 

Saturday at 5.15-5.45pm or 
by appointment  

Readings for this and next Sunday 

1st Reading; Isaiah 6:1-8,  

Psalm 137: 1-5, 7-8 response v 1 

2nd Reading - 1 Corinthians 15; 1-11 

Gospel –Luke 5:1-11 

1st Reading; Jeremiah 17:5-8 

Psalm 1: 1-4, response Psalm 39:5 

2nd Reading - 1 Corinthians 15; 12; 16:20 

Gospel –Luke 6; 17, 20-26 

 

 HOLY HOUR 

Every Saturday at 5pm 

'Do not be afraid' 

I am reminded of what Fr. Francis once said to me, If Satan is making war against us, it can 
mean only one thing that he has not obtained his objective. If he had, he would stop tor-
menting us. On the other hand, if we have no struggle at all, we should be afraid and ask 
ourselves questions. To see if this has transpired by the free gift of God in which case we 
ought to thank him and acknowledge that we are most unworthy of it. But if it has hap-
pened because we have become so accustomed to compromise and evil then, in that 
case, it's about time we woke up. 

I was reminded of St Catherine of Siena, who at one time received a visit from her heaven-
ly spouse during a time when she was attacked by a sea of temptations of the flesh. She 
cried out, 'My Lord', 'where were you when my heart was being tormented by so many 
temptations?' to which our Lord replied: 'I was in your heart'. And St Catherine said, 
'Saving always the truth of what you say, my Lord, and with all due respect for your majes-
ty, how can I believe that you were living in my heart when it was full of unclean and devil-
ish thoughts?' And our Lord answered: 'Those thoughts and temptations: did they gladden 
your heart, or sadden it? Did they bring you pleasure or displeasure?'  she replied: 'Great 
pain and great displeasure'. And our Lord replied; 'Who was it who made you feel dis-
pleasure, if not I who was hiding in the centre of your heart?'  Fr. Christopher 

 

Next baptismal course 
for parents who want 
to baptise a child  will 
be on Wed 20 Febru-
ary & Wed 27 Febru-

ary 2019  - 7.30pm. 
Please, call the office to 

reserve your space. 
Please, note that all bap-

tism will be during 
Mass.  

 'THIS IS JOSEPH'S SON, SURELY?' 

  It is difficult to express how one feels in Adoration in front of the Blessed Sacrament 
before our blessed Lord. If we could express that feeling adequately, the entire world 

would prostrate itself before the Lord. 

Spending those precious moments before the Lord leaves one changed, renewed, and 
full of courage, Despite the exhaustion which at times can overwhelm us and could re-
main can appear as though nothing; in Adoration the divine rest has given strength and 
peace. Didn't our Lord say, 'Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened, and I 
will give you rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is easy and burden 
light' (Matt 11: 28). Surely  that quarter of an hour spent seems but a few moments! and 
the time seems to go ever so quickly.  It's a precious rest for my poor soul with my Lord 
and saviour! O that Divine kindness, that allows itself to be aflame that flickers to com-
prehend, in this mortal life! Indecipherable grace which God grants, not because I am 
good, but because he is so good! I implore my Lord and Saviour to impart his goodness to 
others weary with the burden of life and who are more worthy than I am. in Adoration I 
could say, take from me those graces you have given me and give them to others if it 
would add to your glory. May you be glorified, manifest your self O, Lord! Who would 
resist your power, my Lord? 

May now the scales fall from my eyes and from all those who are blind, that we all see 
you through faith; that we all give ourselves to you, and may we worship you. Let not 
those unhappy ones not wait to be vanquished or crushed by the cross when you shall 
appear to judge the world.      Fr. Christopher  
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The funeral of Fr Adrian John Walker who died on 24 January.   

 

The Funeral Mass will take place on Wednesday 20 February at 12noon at St Joseph’s church, 36 Cookham Road, 
Maidenhead SL6 7EG.  Mgr Tom McGrath, of Portsmouth Diocese will preside, as requested by Fr Adrian, and Fr 
Brian Reynolds will give the homily.  Bishop Paul McAleenan will represent the Cardinal and concelebrate.  Cre-
mation will follow the Funeral Mass. 

Should any parishioners wish to attend, could you kindly give your details to Katherine at the office. We want to 
organize a coach to take us there and you can still put your name on the list to go with the group. 

Fr Christopher 

Justice and Peace rep needed! 

What is Justice and Peace?  It’s about wanting to make a difference, witnessing to gospel values in society, not 
only by helping those close at hand, or sending gifts overseas, but asking why problems are arising, and whether 
we can speak up for change.  We are currently working on such things as  climate protection, Fairtrade, the refu-
gee situation, and peace in the Middle East.  Justice and Peace reps can publicise our work, maintain a parish no-
tice board, or raise awareness in the parish.  Can you be your parish Justice and Peace representative?   Contact 
the office at justice@rcdow.org.uk.       Barbara Kentish 

Westminster Justice and Peace Commission, 4 Vincent Rd, London N15 3QH 

Tel 00 44 (0) 208 888 4222 

Welcoming the stranger, watch out for ways of helping refugees!  

Cardinal's Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony 

Westminster Cathedral, Saturday 8 June 2019 at 3 pm. 

The Cardinal extends an invitation to all couples in the Diocese who are celebrating 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 
50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic Marriage in 2019. If you are cele-

brating an anniversary, please give your details: husband's and wife's names, wedding date, full postal 
address and email (or telephone number, if no email), to Katherine at the office and she will forward 

your details to Marriage & Family Life, Agency for Evangelisation. Thank you.  

Fr Christopher 

Uniting Oneself with Our Lord's Presentation. 

We are called to serve God with a pure heart. Many a Saint would tell us it's a safe and happy life. It's holy to em-
brace the lovable God with our hearts. It is said, even if there were no reward in the next, it would be its own re-
ward, Such a person, would be living here on earth but his or her dwelling is in heaven. 

To serve God is to live for God: that would be true liberty. It's a grace to consecrate oneself to the Lord,  lovable 
Wisdom. To serve the Lord is a sweet yoke and the burden is light for the sake of love. 

Many complain why is the Lord giving us suffering. But if we are enveloped in the Lord's love then that suffering 
unites our soul to the Lord. If our Lord then, is our Spouse, such a soul finds delight in that embrace and forgets all 
suffering. 

So, we need to be close to our Lord Crucified, as St Thomas Aquinas said, 'If you are looking for an example of 
charity, 'Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends'. This is what Christ did on 
the cross If he gave up his life for us, it ought not to be a burden for us to put up with every evil, whatever it be, 
for his sake'. 

Let's be close to our Saviour asking him each day: 'My Lord and Saviour, what are you doing now? Where are you 
now? Come to me be with me and Lord may I never be separated from you. Amen 

Fr. Christopher 

FREE TEA AND COFFEE 

There is free tea and coffee after Mass every Sunday. This makes a good time to meet your fellow  parishioners. 
Come and join us.  Asha  

mailto:justice@rcdow.org.uk
http://www.rcdow.org.uk/justicepeace/default.asp?library_ref=17&category_ref=195
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The Divine Mercy Apostolate of Marian Fathers  is organising a Divine Mercy Retreat on 
Saturday, 16 February 2019, 11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

St Francis de Sales Church 

729 High Road, Tottenham London N17 8AG 

More info: DIVINE MERCY APOSTOLATE - MARIAN FATHERS 

1 Courtfield Gardens, London W13 0EY 

phone: 020 89980925; email:  info@divinemercy.org.uk,  www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk  

ARE YOU PLANNING TO MARRY? 

Well, that’s wonderful: congratulations on your coming marriage. We hope and pray you will have many happy years 
together. 

The process for arranging a marriage is fairly straightforward – provided you start in the right place – which is with 
me. It doesn’t matter where you intend to marry or who is going to conduct the service, the documentation starts 
with me. 

But, please, contact me early in the process – don’t go steaming ahead with all the other arrangements and con-
tact the Church last of all. 

Above all, be careful of so-called ‘wedding planners’. Do not believe what they have to say about Church require-
ments; they frequently give misleading advice. 

To start the process off, call the office to book an appointment to see me. I will then be able to tell you what further 
information you need to supply and what else you need to do. I will tailor the process to your situation. 

Fr. Christopher 

DEATH OF A LOVED ONE 

It can be very hard to watch a loved one die, to see him or her facing up to a terminal illness, to know they struggle 
daily with pain. However much you may know a loved one is approaching death, it is always a shock when it comes – 
and then, on top of all that, you are faced with all the grisly details of arranging a funeral. 

There are things you can do to ease the burden: 

Please let us know your loved one is ill. We can arrange for communion to be taken on a regular basis or, if that is 
not wanted, for people to come and visit. 

Some people, particularly when they are frightened by death, find it helpful to talk things over with a priest: I shall 
never intrude with uninvited advice and, if you prefer a different priest, I can arrange that too. 

When death actually happens, please come and talk with me first, before you contact the funeral director. All too 
often, everything has been fixed up with the undertaker before we know anything about it – with the fre-
quent consequence that you miss out on many of the consolations of the Church and we cannot deliver what 
you specify. Cardinal Vincent issued guidance on what is and is not allowed in Catholic services: ask me and I’ll 
send you one. 

At the moment, there are a lot of scary advertisements about the cost of funerals that drive the bereaved into 
serious debt. The solution being promoted is to take out insurances to cover your funeral costs. The reality is 
that your grief may well be being exploited to get you to spend more than you should. The Quakers have pro-
duced a very useful leaflet (on the table in the porch) giving advice on how to avoid this. 

Are you aware that grants are available in some cases for families on low incomes? Occasionally, even the Church 
can help. Check these things out before you commit yourself to a particular funeral director. There is no rea-
son you should not contact two or three of them and ask for itemised quotations before you make your 
choice. 

Think about these things before death occurs. They are not things you want to be troubled with when you are over-
whelmed by grief. The loss of a loved one is bad enough; don’t make it worse than it needs to be. Fr. Christopher 

May I take this opportunity on your behalf to wish all our Chinese and Vietnamese friends a Happy New Year. 

Kung Hei Fat Choy,  Nam Mori doi dao Surc khoe 

Enjoy your respective New Year's with joy and happiness. Fr. Christopher 

mailto:info@divinemercy.org.uk
http://www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk


ST EDMUND’S 
 PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Westferry Road, Millwall E14 3RS 
020 7987 2546 

BISHOP CHALLONER  
COLLEGIATE SCHOOLS 

Commercial Road, London E1 0AB 
020 7791 9500 

NEW PARISHIONERS — Please fill in a “Registration Form” from the Church porch and hand it in to the 
Office or to the Parish Priest. 
BLESSING OF HOMES — Contact the Parish Secretary to book a date and time. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND — Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange for a visit 
from the Caring & Sharing Group. 
BAPTISMS — Parents must attend a 2-session Baptism Formation Program (during pregnancy or after 
birth) – Next baptismal course will be on Wed 20 February & Wed 27 February 2019  - 7.30pm. . Please, 
call the office to reserve your space. Please, note that all baptism will be during Mass.  

WEDDINGS — Contact the Parish Priest by email or letter, even if you wish to be married elsewhere. 
Please give full names, contact details, religion of each party and whether or note either of you has been 
married before. The Church normally requires six months notice of weddings. 
WHAT HAPPENS IF I GO INTO HOSPITAL? — If you are admitted as a patient, please ensure the Chap-
lains’ Office is informed you would like to be visited by a Catholic Minister. This has to be done by you or 
a relative. 
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS — The Parish is completely committed to the pro-
tection from abuse of all children and vulnerable adults in its care. The Parish Protection Officer is Mrs 
Diane Winship and she should be contacted directly on 07799-414-806 if you have cause for concern. The 
Diocesan Protection Officer may be contacted on 020-7798-9350/07803-634-236, by email to arian-
na.sommariva@rcdow.org.uk or at Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SW1P 1QN. 
AN EMAIL NEWSLETTER — The  newsletter is available electronically, enabling you to remain in touch 
even when you are away on holiday or on business—as well as reducing our ecological footprint. Email 
the Parish Secretary to arrange to added to the distribution list. 

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk 

LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:  loose: 325.28 envelopes: 418.48, total: 743.76  

A week before last :  loose: 492.64 envelopes: 437.21, total: 929.85 

Thank you for your Generosity W RCDT Cha r ity  No: 233699  

 

Fr Christopher Silva 
Parish Priest,  

 

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 
Parish Secretary 

 
The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

SET OF DONATION ENVELOPES ,  if you want to donate in envelopes and to gift aid your donations,  
you can let me know via email and I will prepare a box for you.  During the week the boxes are available 
from the office.   Katherine 


