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NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

FIRST 

SUNDAY IN  

LENT 

MASS INTENTIONS  

March 9, 2019 

6pm  - Ints of Fr Christopher 

March  10, 2019 

9am - People of the Parish 

11am—N Andriychenko RIP 

For weekday mass inten-
tions please, see the notice 
board on the left hand side 
of the main door of the 
church. 

Confessions on 

Saturday at 5.15-5.45pm or 
by appointment  

Readings for this and next Sunday 

1st Reading; Deuteronomy 26: 4-10,  

Psalm 90: 1-2, 10-15 response v 15 

2nd Reading - Romans 10; 8-13 

Gospel –Luke 4; 1-13 

1st Reading; Genesis 15: 5-12, 17-18 

Psalm 26: 1, 7-9, 13-14 response v 1 

2nd Reading - Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Gospel –Luke 9; 28-36 

 HOLY HOUR 

Every Saturday at 5pm 

The Lord's Prayer 

So you should pray like this: 'Our Father in heaven, may your name be held holy, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we have forgiven those who are in debt to us. And do not put us to the test, but save us 

from the Evil One' (Matt 6: 7-13). 

The Lord's prayer is a gift! we are quite familiar with it since we repeat it so often. But we should 
this Lent try to meditate on the prayer, to say it slowly-best we can from the heart. They are the 
words of our Lord, Son of the Father, who became one of us to redeem us through his life, death 
and resurrection. These words of our Lord can shape our hearts and our offering to God. The 
Lord's prayer is an instruction that can shape our interior life and the communion of the Church. 
The prayer teaches us to make room in our hearts for the love of neighbour. When we pray the 

Lord's prayer: Our Father....give us.....forgive us.....deliver us. 

We begin the Lord's prayer, with praise and affection- 'hallowed be thy name' - we seek his glory, 

our need forgiveness and nourishment, and our absolute dependence on him in the face of evil. 

Each time I pray the Lord's prayer it strikes me there is one place where my own activity is high-
lighted: the part where it says, 'and forgive us our trespasses'-my sins and yours, 'as we forgive 
those who trespass against us'  There are several implications here: we are sinners and very 
much in need of forgiveness; others are going to sin against us- it's not a question of if, but when 
they  would disappoint us, abuse us, fail us, accuse us, neglect us or when  they are in need of 
our forgiveness;  we are pleading with God to treat us with mercy, in the same way, we show mer-

cy to others. 

Therefore, in praying the Lord's Prayer, I place my very salvation on my attitude of forgiveness 
toward others. God's mercy towards me and my mercy towards others are foremost to the golden 

plan of my life. Fr. Christopher 

Lent Family Fast Day is on Friday 15th March,  

CAFOD’s Family Fast Day this Lent is an opportunity to support our brothers and sisters in Bangladesh  

Drought, floods and storms are having a devastating impact on our global family. Like Mahinur who lives near the 
coast, in the area that’s badly hit by climate change. Cyclones are common, salty water floods the rice fields, and—
most devastatingly for her, as she makes a living from fishing but a drought last year killed all the fish, and she’s 
struggling to support her disabled husband husband and son.  

On Friday, 15th March, can you eat a simple meal in solidarity  

and give what you saved to help people like Mahinur?  

Through CAFOD’s global Church network—one of the largest aid networks in the world—your support can reach 
to the ends of the earth.  

Please collect your Fast Day envelope from church this week and give whatever you can. You can donate on line as 
well. Together we can change the ending of more stories like Mahinur’s. 

We can pray for all those who hunger: through the grace of God may they know that they are not forgotten. May 
they find the strength and support that they need to lift themselves out of poverty.  

There is also a Lent Secondary School film on Bangladesh is available here https://cafod.org.uk/Education/
Secondary-and-youth-resources/Lent    Thank you for your generosity.  

 

During LENT we say the 
Apostle’s Creed p. 12 

https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Secondary-and-youth-resources/Lent
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Secondary-and-youth-resources/Lent
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Luke 15: 11-32 

If you are anything like me, you would include the parable of the prodigal son as one of your favourites. In this par-
able, we can identify ourselves with both the sons. When I reflect on my life and if I am honest there was the 
younger son in me, and many a time having to return with hat in hand to repent, hoping beyond hope that I could 
start all over again. Then again, I could be the eldest son and complain that I have been treated unjustly and the 
father seems to be more generous to the younger son. I as the elder son could make up a list of all those who need 
repentance such friends, neighbours, colleagues at work who need a good dose of repentance. All in all as the eld-
est son, not I who is in need of repentance but its what others have to do. 

So, we end up with a story where one is desperately in need of forgiveness; the father wants to give it freely, and 
the other begrudges the easy forgiveness that the undeserving brother gets. Herein lies the struggle that goes on 
daily in our lives. 

The more I read this parable, I realise how unconditional the father's love really is. There is no sequel to this para-
ble if there was, it would not include a scene like this. Having forgiven his son on Monday, father wakes up on Tues-
day and begins to nag his son-a lifetime of reminding of how much he has forgiven him. On the contrary, the para-
ble tells us there are no daily reminders. Since the father was so moved and wiped the slate clean, In that moment 
of forgiveness the father rid himself any memory of disappointment of his son that could haunt him for the rest of 
his life. The father counts his blessings and leaves the burden of his son's sins behind him. 

For the father, this story of forgiveness is beautifully liberating. It's liberating for the son too. For the son the recon-
ciliation was genuine and there is no burden of sin to contend with. The son has had a genuine conversion experi-
ence-he has got another chance, and with forgiveness has come responsibility. With the father's forgiveness and 
love, he cannot go back. His commitment must be total and complete and be lived out every day. He has to be a 
new man, building on the gifts that were there but never utilised. 

What then of the colourful robe? after the son has repented, the robe doesn't represent his past life. Instead, its a 
sign to the son and to everyone around that something important has taken place. He is the same son, but he is a 
new son and the acceptance of the robe is a sign of a covenant between the repentant son and the loving father. 
The son cannot go back to his old ways since the robe is a reminder to all of the new responsibility that the son has 
accepted. 

You and I are the repentant sons and daughters and God is our loving father, and we know that his forgiveness is 
complete. If we are the perfect and aggrieved elder son, we don't need the robe that symbolises a change of life. 
The robe is for those who need to repent; the robe is for those who commit their lives in response to a loving fa-
ther. 

You and I are the prodigal sons and daughters. Just like the prodigal son are we willing to make confession of sin to 
our loving Father; be very certain that you are willing to start life anew in a very special relationship with God, and 
be sure you can accept the responsibility to live the covenant that you make with God. The Lord invites you and me 
to confess, amend our lives, and to walk always in his paths. If we choose to do so, then the Lord will walk at our 
side.            Fr. Christopher 

Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal 2019 
The Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal funds initiatives in parishes, schools and charities in the three mission areas of: Mar-
riage and Family Life, enr iching and suppor ting marr iages, the essential building block of society and the 
Church; Youth and Evangelisation, supporting young people, the future of the Church, as they grow in their rela-
tionship with God and deepen their Catholic faith; and the Church’s Service in Society, putting our  faith into ac-
tion by serving the poor, the lonely and the marginalised. This year, the Cardinal is asking us to think about the last 
of these in particular, and he has launched a new programme focusing on the food poverty that affects so many 
across the Diocese. Much of this poverty remains hidden. Many use foodbanks even though there is a wage earner 
in the family. Please take a donation leaflet as you leave Mass today. In addition, to find out about volunteering op-
portunities, visit CardinalsLentenAppeal.org.uk. In the words of Cardinal Nichols: “I hope this Appeal offers you 
and your family one way in which to observe Lent and to grow in the richness of our response to God's blessings of 
life and faith.” 

SUGGESTED READING FOR LENT 

During Lent, could I suggest you to read Chapter 13-17 of John’s Gospel on Thursdays. It’s a good way to prepare 
for Easter. These five Chapters could be read through the  rest of the year as well.  Fr. Christopher 
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Beginning Experience 

There is a healing weekend for men and woman who find themselves single again following separation, divorce or 
the death of a partner from 12th to 14th April 2019 at the Domus Mariae Centre, Chigwell, Essex. 

For details please contact Freda 01322-838415 or Sandra 01293-783965 or email johnabrotherton@hotmail.co.uk . 

Charlotte McNerlin,  Marriage and Family Life Ministry - Administrator, 020 7931 6064 ext.2464, family@rcdow.org.uk    

Marriage and Family Life Website  

OUR LENTEN APPEAL 

We need 300 items of supermarket own-brand food every week to help feed local people and fami-

lies: (No Fresh, Frozen, or Chilled) 
Tinned Fish, Tinned Meat, Tinned Soup, Tinned Fruit, Tinned Vegetables,  Long-Life Whole Milk, Tea, 

Small Coffee, 500g Sugar, Breakfast Cereals, Porridge, Pasta, Rice, Sauce, Oil, Tinned Custard, Rice Pudding, 
Soap, Shampoo, Toothpaste.    HELP US HELP OTHERS 

Being Tempted 

Reflecting back on my life, I can see how often I have been tempted and giving in to it. In those dark days, I have had the temptation of mate-
rialism, egotism and power. 'If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to turn into a loaf'. It's shocking when I see the world's poverty and hun-
ger, that 'a loaf'-material good -could be happy.  Would it be easier to feed the hungry, I might say yes, as I would hear our Lord say, 'I was 

hungry, you didn't give anything to eat'. 

I suppose I could say, it's good to work for material bread, to be appreciative by it, but not so good to be content by it, extremely or be objec-
tionable by it-not to yearn for that love that gives me life, to be satisfied to live without wonder, inadequate in the eternal arms. When the devil 
showed our Lord 'all the kingdoms of the world' at that moment he saw our world of today, in all their opulence, squalor, the brothels, the 
luxury apartments, the slums. At that moment he also saw the bombed-out cities and their destruction.'I will give you all this power and the 

glory of these kingdoms'. 

The Lord's limitations were unbending than those of mine or any other disciple. Unknown, poor, without any friends, no media, no travelling, 
only one language, Miracles?  Then and now they convinced no one, who didn't want to believe; then 'worked by the devil', now 'a natural 

explanation which we might call fake'. 

Only Love can give me life. 

Only our Lord's love can rescue, forgive, and light up. 

Only our Lord's love can waken our world from indifference to awe. 

Only our Lord's love can hasten our world with new life. 

Love is given only in man's gift of himself. There isn't another way. 

Remember our Lord had only himself. He gave himself to us, that you and I may love the world with his love and so the world might live. 

            Fr. Christopher 

ALTAR SERVERS  

TRAINING SESSION FOR NEW AND JUNIOR M.C.’S  

“PREPARING FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER” 

Saturday 30th March 10.30am to 12.00pm 

In The Guild Room of St. Mary and St. Joseph’s Church 

Canton Street/Upper North Street,  Poplar E14 6EP 

Led by: Fr. Keith Stoakes,  Diocesan Director for the Guild 

    Transport:  Underground Station - Mile End (then D6 Bus.) 

     D.L.R. Stations: Westferry or Poplar;   Bus: D6, 15 or 115 to Upper North Street. 

     No need to register.  For further details contact: 

     Fr. Keith.    Tel: 020 7987 4523;    Email: keithstoakes@rcdow.org.uk 

Dear Parishioners  
We need help with the children’s liturgy at both the 9am and 11am masses.  The 9am mass is currently at risk of 

being cancelled if we don’t get any volunteers.  These classes are important to help our children grow in our faith.  
Please let us know if you could help once or twice a month by dropping an email to Parish Office 

Diane /Lili / Sergio/ Hajni  

mailto:johnabrotherton@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:family@rcdow.org.uk
http://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/marriage-and-family-life/


ST EDMUND’S 
 PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Westferry Road, Millwall E14 3RS 
020 7987 2546 

BISHOP CHALLONER  
COLLEGIATE SCHOOLS 

Commercial Road, London E1 0AB 
020 7791 9500 

NEW PARISHIONERS — Please fill in a “Registration Form” from the Church porch and hand it in to the 
Office or to the Parish Priest. 
BLESSING OF HOMES — Contact the Parish Secretary to book a date and time. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND — Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange for a visit 
from the Caring & Sharing Group. 
BAPTISMS — Parents must attend a 2-session Baptism Formation Program (during pregnancy or after 
birth) – Next baptismal course will be on Mon 01 April & Mon 8 April 2019  - 7.00pm. . Please, call the 
office to reserve your space. Please, note that all baptism will be during Mass.  

WEDDINGS — Contact the Parish Priest by email or letter, even if you wish to be married elsewhere. 
Please give full names, contact details, religion of each party and whether or note either of you has been 
married before. The Church normally requires six months notice of weddings. 
WHAT HAPPENS IF I GO INTO HOSPITAL? — If you are admitted as a patient, please ensure the Chap-
lains’ Office is informed you would like to be visited by a Catholic Minister. This has to be done by you or 
a relative. 
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS — The Parish is completely committed to the pro-
tection from abuse of all children and vulnerable adults in its care. The Parish Protection Officer is Mrs 
Diane Winship and she should be contacted directly on 07799-414-806 if you have cause for concern. The 
Diocesan Protection Officer may be contacted on 020-7798-9350/07803-634-236, by email to arian-
na.sommariva@rcdow.org.uk or at Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SW1P 1QN. 
AN EMAIL NEWSLETTER — The  newsletter is available electronically, enabling you to remain in touch 
even when you are away on holiday or on business—as well as reducing our ecological footprint. Email 
the Parish Secretary to arrange to added to the distribution list. 

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk 

LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:  loose: 409.61 envelopes: 525.49, total: 935.10  

Thank you for your Generosity W RCDT Cha r ity  No: 233699  
   

 

Fr Christopher Silva 
Parish Priest,  

 

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 
Parish Secretary 

 
The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

SET OF DONATION ENVELOPES ,  if you want to donate in envelopes and to gift aid your donations,  
you can let me know via email and I will prepare a box for you.  During the week the boxes are available 
from the office.   Katherine 


