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NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

SECOND /THIRD 

SUNDAY IN  

LENT 

MASS INTENTIONS  

March 16, 2019 

6pm  - People of the Parish 

March  17, 2019 

9am - A.G. Silva (Anniv) 

11am—G. McGarry (Anniv) 

March 23, 2019 

6pm  - C.C. McDowell (Anniv) 

March  24, 2019 

9am - People of the Parish 

11am—S. Lobo RIP 

For weekday mass inten-
tions please, see the notice 
board on the left hand side 
of the main door of the 
church. 

Confessions on 

Saturday at 5.15-5.45pm or 
by appointment  

 HOLY HOUR 

Every Saturday at 5pm 

No Holy Hour   

on Saturday 23rd March 

SUGGESTED READING FOR LENT, read Chapter 13-17 of John’s Gospel on Thursdays as a good way to prepare for 

Easter. These five Chapters could be read through the  rest of the year as well.  Fr. Christopher 

 

During LENT  

we say the Apostle’s 
Creed p. 12 

'Leave me, Lord. I am a sinful man' 

Luke 5: 1-11 is a good Lenten meditation. It's an account of our Lord calling his first disciples. We 
have heard the story: Our Lord was at the lake Gennesaret and he sees two boats moored by the 
lake. He asks Simon Peter to put out into the deep and cast his nets. The catch was so great that 
the nets nearly broke. Peter's immediate reaction and recognition of the Son of God in his midst? 

'Leave me, Lord. I am a sinful man' 

How often have I identified with Peter's response, when I have recognised our Lord in my life, in 
the life of whom I have been called to serve, in the lost, poverty-stricken, homeless, persecuted, 
forsaken am left with a sense of my own sinfulness? Sacred Scriptures have examples of this: 
Moses approaching the burning bush, Paul's conversion on the road to Damascus, Peter when 
our Lord casts a glance at him after his betrayal on the night before he was to die, King David 

when confronted with the truth of his sin by prophet Nathan. 

Could it be the reason that fewer of us seem to be meeting our Lord? It seems that we have lost 
our awareness of sin. The Lord said, 'I have come to call the sinner, not the virtuous' our Lord 

shows himself to us in our sinfulness. 

There have been times when I have felt, I would like a conversion like Paul. Such conversions I 
now realise are luxuries. Most of us are converted over time, slowly. Life whittles away at us. Each 
day, to get up and do something that is loving, forgiving, just and true what converts us, in doing, 
we face our limitations, our weaknesses, our sinfulness, and our need for our Lord. That's when 

he reveals himself. 

We too can bring in a netful of good work; we too will experience the miraculous if we are willing 
to meet our Lord and declare with Peter, 'Lord, I am a sinful man" and hear our Lord say in reply, 

'Do not be afraid; from now on it is men you will catch'.   Fr. Christopher 

Readings for this , next Sunday & a Sunday after 

1st Reading; Genesis 15: 5-12, 17-18 

Psalm 26: 1, 7-9, 13-14 response v 1 

2nd Reading - Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Gospel – Luke 9; 28-36 

1st Reading; Exodus 17: 3-7,  

Psalm 94: 1-2, 6-9, response v 9 

2nd Reading - Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 

Gospel – John 4; 42, 15 

1st Reading; Samuel 16: 1, 6-7, 10-13 

Psalm 22: 1, response v 1 

2nd Reading - Ephesians 5:8-14 

Gospel – John 9; 1-41 

LOOK AT 
THE LAST PAGE 
 FOR UPCOMING 

CHANGES TO 

OUR ROU-
TINE!!! 

Blessings of St Patrick's Day to you. 

May the Power of God preserve us. 

May the Strength of God pilot us. 

May the Wisdom of God instruct us. 

May the Hand of God protect us. May the way of God direct us. 

May the Host of God guard us, Against the snares of the evil ones, 

Against temptations of the world. 

May Christ be with us! May Christ be before us! 

May Christ be in us.  Christ be over all! 

May Thy Salvation, Lord, Always be ours. 

This day, O Lord, and forevermore. Amen 

I wish all of you who are celebrating St Patrick's Day. May you have a Day 
full of joy and laughter, and may your day be memorable. A Happy St Pat-
rick's to you all , Fr Christopher 
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Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal 2019 

The Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal funds initiatives in parishes, schools and charities in the three mission areas of: Mar-
riage and Family Life, enriching and supporting marriages, the essential building block of society and the Church; 
Youth and Evangelisation, supporting young people, the future of the Church, as they grow in their relationship with 
God and deepen their Catholic faith; and the Church’s Service in Society, putting our faith into action by serving the 
poor, the lonely and the marginalised. This year, the Cardinal is asking us to think about the last of these in particular, 
and he has launched a new programme focusing on the food poverty that affects so many across the Diocese. Much 
of this poverty remains hidden. Many use foodbanks even though there is a wage earner in the family. Please take a 
donation leaflet as you leave Mass today. In addition, to find out about volunteering opportunities, visit CardinalsLen-
tenAppeal.org.uk. In the words of Cardinal Nichols: “I hope this Appeal offers you and your family one way in which to 
observe Lent and to grow in the richness of our response to God's blessings of life and faith.” 

 

This weekend please, take a Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal donation envelope as you leave Mass. The Appeal contributes 
to three mission areas of the Church: Marriage and Family Life, Youth Evangelisation, and Service in Society. This 
year, the Cardinal has launched a new programme focusing on the food poverty affecting people in every part of the 
Diocese, much of it hidden. Funds will support foodbanks, schools and other initiatives to relieve poverty, helping peo-
ple back on their feet and able to live independently. The Cardinal is also calling everyone to consider volunteering. 
Visit CardinalsLentenAppeal.or.uk for details. Thank you for your generosity.  

(Reflection for third Sunday of Lent) 'I will make three shelters here' 

Those who read Sacred Scriptures, hearing and listening to the Gospel are referred to as tents. If we examine practi-
calities of the tents, they are compared to the teachings in the Gospels. When soldiers pitched tents they did so for 
three reasons: firstly, to keep cool due to the heat of the sun; secondly, to protect from the justing of the wind and 

thirdly, against the rain. 

The Gospels give us the benefits if we listen carefully:  first, the Gospel cools and preserves us against the vehe-
mence of the flesh, which moves us to sins of lust. Some are tempted to rapacity, others into other forms of sins-the 
teachings of the Gospel gives cool shelter. Second, in our world, we encounter many winds and storms, temptations 
of every hue but not in the tent- which is to say, prayer and contemplation. Every prayer and contemplation keep the 
temptations of Satan out of the way. Thirdly, there are many showers of rain and floods, they are the world, which en-

tices us to sin innumerable times. But when we enter the tent of the Gospel we find there is a remedy. 

As Isaiah says, 'For overall will be the Glory as canopy and tent to give shade by day from the heat, refuge and shelter 

from the storm and the rain' (Is 4: 6).       Fr. Christopher 

The Grace of Repentance 

First of all, it must be emphasised that nothing is more personal and intimate than the Sacrament of Confession in which the 
sinner stands alone before God with his sin, repentance and trust. No one can repent in his place or ask forgiveness in his 
name. There is a certain solitude of the sinner in his sin, and this can be seen dramatically represented in Cain with sin 
'crouching at his door', as the book of Genesis says so effectively, and with the distinctive mark on his forehead; in David, ad-
monished by the prophet Nathan; or in the prodigal son, when he realises the condition to which he has reduced himself by stay-
ing away from his father and decides to return to him. Everything takes place between the individual alone and God. But at the 
same time, one cannot deny the social nature of this sacrament, in which the whole Church-militant, suffering, and glorious in 
heaven-comes to the aid of the penitent and welcomes him again into her bosom, especially as it was the whole church which 
had been offended and wounded by his sin. As the minister of penance, the priest by virtue of his sacred office appears as the 

witness and representative of this ecclesial nature of the sacrament. 

Second, it must be emphasised that the most precious result of the forgiveness obtained in the Sacrament of Penance consists 
in reconciliation with God, which takes place in the inmost heart of the son who was lost and found again that this reconciliation 
with God leads, as it were, to other reconciliations which repair the breaches caused by sin. The forgiven penitent is reconciled 
with himself in his inmost being, where he regains his own identity. He is reconciled with his brethren whom he has in some way 

attacked and wounded. He is reconciled with the Church. He is reconciled with all creation. 

As a result of an awareness of this.., there arises in the penitent a sense of gratitude to God for the gift of divine mercy received, 
and the church invites the penitent to have this sense of gratitude. Every confessional is a special and blessed place from which, 

with divisions wiped away, there is born new and uncontaminated a reconciled individual-a reconciled world! 

            St John Paul II 
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     Beginning Experience 

There is a healing weekend for men and woman who find themselves single again following separation, divorce or the death of a partner from 
12th to 14th April 2019 at the Domus Mariae Centre, Chigwell, Essex. For details please contact Freda 01322-838415 or Sandra 01293-
783965 or email johnabrotherton@hotmail.co.uk . Charlotte McNerlin,  Marriage and Family Life Ministry - Administrator, 020 7931 6064 

ext.2464, family@rcdow.org.uk   Marriage and Family Life Website 

OUR LENTEN APPEAL 

We need 300 items of supermarket own-brand food every week to help feed local people and fami-

lies: (No Fresh, Frozen, or Chilled) 
Tinned Fish, Tinned Meat, Tinned Soup, Tinned Fruit, Tinned Vegetables,  Long-Life Whole Milk, Tea, 

Small Coffee, 500g Sugar, Breakfast Cereals, Porridge, Pasta, Rice, Sauce, Oil, Tinned Custard, Rice Pudding, 
Soap, Shampoo, Toothpaste.    HELP US HELP OTHERS 

ALTAR SERVERS  

TRAINING SESSION FOR NEW AND JUNIOR M.C.’S  

“PREPARING FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER” 

Saturday 30th March 10.30am to 12.00pm 

In The Guild Room of St. Mary and St. Joseph’s Church 

Canton Street/Upper North Street,  Poplar E14 6EP 

Led by: Fr. Keith Stoakes,  Diocesan Director for the Guild 

 Transport:  Underground Station - Mile End (then D6 Bus.) 

 D.L.R. Stations: Westferry or Poplar;   Bus: D6, 15 or 115 to Upper North Street. 

No need to register.  For further details contact: Fr. Keith.    Tel: 020 7987 4523;    
Email: keithstoakes@rcdow.org.uk 

Dear Parishioners  

We need help with the children’s 
liturgy at both the 9am and 11am 
masses.  The 9am mass is cur-

rently at risk of being cancelled if 
we don’t get any volunteers. 

 These classes are important to 
help our children grow in our faith.  

Please let us know if you could 
help once or twice a month by 

dropping an email to Parish Office 

Diane /Lili / Sergio/ Hajni  

Lent Family Fast Day was on Friday 15th March,  

On Friday, 15th March,  you were asked to eat a simple meal in solidarity and give what you saved to help people like Mahinur?  

You can still collect your Fast Day envelope from church and give whatever you can. You can donate on line as well.  

There is also a Lent Secondary School film on Bangladesh is available here https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Secondary-and-youth

-resources/Lent        Thank you for your generosity.  

The Passage’s Big Give campaign  
The Passage is raising funds through the Big Give from 12 noon Tues 19th March – 12 noon Tues 26th March to sup-
port its work with homeless people moving from Street to Home. Double your Donation, Double your im-
pact.  This is a matched giving scheme for online donations.  If someone (can be company, individual or trust) 
gave £10 online matched giving of £10 would bring the Gift up to £20 (and for individuals to £22.50 with Gift Aid 
with higher rate tax relief it may cost the donor less than £10). For more information ring Andrew Hollingsworth 
020 75921856 andrew.h@passage.org.uk Donate at www.thebiggive.org.uk/thepassage2019 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

This Sacrament is the most personal. After many years of lapsation, I went to confession, through the prompting of Sr. 
Louise (may she rest in peace).  At that moment nobody could have taken my place to have absolution, only I could 
do it. I recall, there, in the confessional, I remembered Peter, 'Stay away from me Lord, I am a sinful man' or the tax 

collector in the temple, 'have mercy on me Lord a sinner'. 

I found as I unburdened myself of my sins it was just me and God. But at that moment heaven -coming to my aid and 
proceeds to welcome me once again. Because it was my sins that wounded and offended the church. When I con-
fessed my sins, I knew I had been reconciled to God, 'There is great rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner 
than a virtuous man who needs no repentance'.  But I had also to be reconciled with others for the damage my sins 
have caused. Now that I have been forgiven, I am reconciled within my inner self, and regain my true identity. I have 

been reconciled with the church and with creation. 

Each time I avail myself of this wonderful Sacrament, I have immense gratitude to God for his tremendous mercy, for 
permitting his most sinful servant to come and minister at his altar. To go to confession is special for it wipes away 

divisions and I am born again a reconciled individual-and to the world.   Fr. Christopher 

mailto:johnabrotherton@hotmail.co.uk
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ST EDMUND’S 
 PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Westferry Road, Millwall E14 3RS 
020 7987 2546 

BISHOP CHALLONER  
COLLEGIATE SCHOOLS 

Commercial Road, London E1 0AB 
020 7791 9500 

NEW PARISHIONERS — Please fill in a “Registration Form” from the Church porch and hand it in to the 
Office or to the Parish Priest. 
BLESSING OF HOMES — Contact the Parish Secretary to book a date and time. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND — Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange for a visit 
from the Caring & Sharing Group. 
BAPTISMS — Parents must attend a 2-session Baptism Formation Program (during pregnancy or after 
birth) – Next baptismal course will be on Mon 01 April & Mon 8 April 2019  - 7.00pm. . Please, call the 
office to reserve your space. Please, note that all baptism will be during Mass.  

WEDDINGS — Contact the Parish Priest by email or letter, even if you wish to be married elsewhere. 
Please give full names, contact details, religion of each party and whether or note either of you has been 
married before. The Church normally requires six months notice of weddings. 
WHAT HAPPENS IF I GO INTO HOSPITAL? — If you are admitted as a patient, please ensure the Chaplains’ Office is in-

formed you would like to be visited by a Catholic Minister. This has to be done by you or a relative. 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS — The Parish is completely committed to the protection from 

abuse of all children and vulnerable adults in its care. The Parish Protection Officer is Mrs Diane Winship and she should be 
contacted directly on 07799-414-806 if you have cause for concern. The Diocesan Protection Officer may be contacted on 020-
7798-9350/07803-634-236, by email to arianna.sommariva@rcdow.org.uk or at Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SW1P 1QN. 

AN EMAIL NEWSLETTER — The  newsletter is available electronically, enabling you to remain in touch even when you are 

away on holiday or on business—as well as reducing our ecological footprint. Email the Parish Secretary to arrange to added to 
the distribution list. 

LOOP SYSTEM —The Church is fitted with “Loop” sound systems – please switch to ‘T’. 

TEXT GIVING — Simply type: Parish (then space) then MILLW. Send it to 70800. Click send. £5 will be add-
ed to your mobile phone bill, as a donation to the parish.  

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk 

LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:  loose: 496.54 envelopes: 603.30, total: 1099.30  

Thank you for your Generosity W RCDT Cha r ity  No: 233699  

 

Fr Christopher Silva 
Parish Priest,  

 

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 
Parish Secretary 

 
The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

CHANGES IN OUR ROUTINE !!!  

From Monday, 18th March until Monday, 25th of March,  Fr Christopher will be away on a Pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land with a group of our Parishioners .  

During that time our Parish Office is going to be closed and there is no weekly morning Mass.  

During the weekend on 24th and 25th of March we will welcome  
Fr Victor Camilleri, who says all weekend Masses during Fr Chris’s absence. 

In case of emergency, when you need a Priest, please, contact Fr Keith Stokes,  Parish Priest of Poplar & 
Limehouse, on 0207 987 4523.  Fr Christopher 


