
1 2t h  Ma y  
 20 19  

NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

FOURTH 

 SUNDAY  

OF EASTER 

MASS INTENTIONS  

May 11, 2019 

6pm  - Ints of the Church in 
Sri Lanka 

May  12, 2019 

9am - People of the Parish 

11am—Ints of the 1st Com-
munion Children 

For weekday mass inten-
tions please, see the notice 
board on the left hand side 
of the main door of the 
church. 

Confessions on 

Saturday at 5.15-5.45pm or 
by appointment  

 HOLY HOUR 

Starts each 

Saturday at  5pm 

Readings for this & next Sunday  

1st Reading; Acts 13: 14, 43-52,  

Psalm 99: 1-3, 5, response v 3 

2nd Reading - Apocalypse 7:9,14-17 

Gospel – John  10; 27-30 

1st Reading; Acts 14: 21-27,  

Psalm 144: 8-13, response cf v 1 

2nd Reading - Apocalypse 21:1-5 

Gospel – John  13; 34 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

23 June—Parish 
BBQ 

13 October— Parish One World 

Day 

Next baptismal course 
for parents who want 
to baptise a child will 
be on Mon 13 May & 
Mon 20 May  2019  at 
30pm. Both parents 
must attend a 2-session 
Baptism Formation Pro-
gram (during pregnancy 
or after birth) . Please, 
call the office to reserve 
your place.  

SECOND COLLECTION 

 FOR PRIEST TRAINING FUND 

This weekend donation envelopes will be given out as you 
leave the Church. On the weekend of 18th & 19th of May, 
we will have a Second Collection at All Masses for the 
Priests Training Fund. Currently, at Allen Hall where I stud-
ied, we have 45 Seminarians studying, 27 of whom are for 
the Diocese of Westminster. Your donation also goes to-
ward the ongoing formation and enrichment of our ordained 
priests. Could I ask you, to take a donation envelope and 
read the information, and bring back with your donation  a 
week after when there will be a Second Collection. Please 
pray for our Seminarians and for our priests. Thank you and 

May God bless you. Fr Christopher 

The Good Shepherd 

Whenever I am down, one of the Psalms that I read is Psalm 23, The Good Shepherd. The 
shepherd is one who re-assures his sheep, he protects them, cares for them. The sheep look 
to him for all their needs. Should he be a good shepherd the sheep have nothing to fear. 

 In using the analogy of the sheep and shepherd, our Lord reminds us that He is pre-
eminently the Good Shepherd: It means, that he loves, protects, feeds and he gives life at the 
cost of his own. In the mystery of the Incarnation our Lord, the Son of God comes down to 
earth in search of us who have wondered of like stray sheep, become lost in the valley of the 
darkness of sin. He came as the most loving of shepherds to take care of us and was not 
afraid to share our lot. 

This work of Redemption is absolutely marvelous when we hear from John, 'The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. I have come so that they may have life and have it to the 
full' (John 10:10).In all honesty, what more could he have done that he has not done already? 
So could we give ourselves in generosity to him in like manner as he has done for us? 

Our Lord, again emphasizes, 'I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, 
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; I lay down my life for my sheep' (John 10: 
14-15). There cannot be equality with him, but in comparison, It's wonderful for us to see how 
our Lord likes to compare his relationship with us to that which he has with the Father. Our 
Lord at the Last Supper said, 'I have loved you just as the Father has loved me. Remain in my 
love' (John 15:9), and again he says, 'May they all be one, just as, Father, you are in me and I 
am in you, so that they also may be in us, so the world may believe it was you who sent 
me' ( John 17: 21). 

it's very clear between us and our Lord his sheep there is a relationship of love and much 
more of the communion of life, that exists between Father and the Son. 

        Fr. Christopher  
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OLIVE WOOD CARVES FROM THE HOLY LAND (BETHLEHEM); 

Good Shepherd Company is with us at St Edmund’s during this weekend 

Please, buy some olive wood products and support Christians in the Holy Land. 

We are the Good Shepherd Company from the Holy land (Bethlehem) which is based in Nottingham and 
works alongside with St. Vincent De Paul society for orphans and elderly in the Holy land. 

Our goal is to support and help the Christian families in the holy land to stay at work as olive wood carves 
is one of the most important source of income for them, as 90% of the Christians rely on this sale. So by 
selling their produce here from the olive wood   ( rosaries, crosses, cribs and religious statues)  in their 
behalf, this will prevent the Christians from leaving the country in search of better work opportunities, as a 
test survey from the bishops of Jerusalem there is only forty one thousands Christians left in the area. 

Looking forward to meeting you. Thank you very much again for your help and support, Remember us in your pray-
ers please..  Kind regards, Good Shepherd Nottingham . 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT MOUNT 

STREET JESUIT  CENTRE  

"WHO ARE YOU,  LORD?" -  ENCOUN-
TERING JESUS CHRIST  IN THE GOS-

PELS 

Saturday 18th May 11am-4pm Brian 

Purfield 

Mount Street Jesuit Centre, 114 Mount 

Street, W1K 3AH pathwaystogod.org 

0207-495-1673 

The gospels are filled with stories of people en-

countering Jesus. In these encounters, Jesus 

became identified and known in different ways, 

and those who came into contact with Him were 

transformed in that meeting. We will look at each 

evangelist’s view of who Jesus is and what that 

means for disciples and would-be disciples today. 

 

GLUTEN FREE 
HOSTS 

Those parishioners 
who for medical 
reasons can only 

take Gluten Free as 
per their diet. We 

here at St Edmund's 
have Gluten Free 
Hosts. Should you 

require, see Fr. 
Christopher before 
Mass, so he could 

consecrate the hots 
for you. Thanks,  

 Fr Christopher 

1ST HOLY COMMUNION MASS  - SATURDAY, 11 MAY 

OUR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CHILDREN:  

CLAUDIA, ZOE,  EIMANTAS, EMIL, NASHWAN, KATHERINE, MATTHIAS,  

SOFIA, JAMES, ALTHEA, JAIME, MAYA, EMMA. OLIVIA, TATJANA,  

ALEXANDER, PRINCESS, CHARLOTTE, IAN, MIA, WERONIKA 

 PLEASE, REMEMBER THEM AND THEIR PARENTS IN YOUR PRAYERS. 

Vocations Weekend for young women 

Theme: Discernment and Vocation, Dates: 24-26 May 2019, Location: Liverpool 

The weekend is organised by the sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ). 

There is nothing quite like religious life – it’s an extraordinary adventure into a deep relationship with God. 

If you are wondering if God is calling you to religious life and would like to find out more why not come along?  You are welcome 

to stay for the weekend or just come along on Saturday for the day. There will be opportunity for prayer, reflection and input, 

chance to ask questions and to meet others who are also wondering where God is calling them. 

 For more information contact Sr Lynne fcJ at lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit our website www.fcjsisters.org  

https://mountstreet.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ba5b3aa1bbd112142962fd5fd&id=6630d359f7&e=2b8972a6be
mailto:lynnefcj@hotmail.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.fcjsisters.org%2f&c=E,1,JxFLiHK5p_7gr8mFxFuYtOr1riWi9RniGjCAXoNGtYgM1m6LBueqDbd8lqoWl5cOX4I7XM4NoPTXj12Jhzy-ZJuULoxzBaxDAub2g89TMF3F&typo=1
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BAPTISMS 

Baptisms that take place here in the parish of St Edmunds will be during Parish Masses, at Saturday 6pm, Sunday 9am, 11am. 

We recognize, that families need to plan ahead, when they have friends and family attending the baptism, we are through Catherine at the 
office book the time and date of the baptism. We do emphasize it’s conditional to the completion of the baptism course, provision of god-

parent references being completed before the actual baptism. 

The date and which Mass can be booked with Catherine (Parish Office) but must be confirmed in writing. Cannon Law (Church Law) re-

quires that each child must have godparent; should there be a second godparent, one has to be male and the other female. 

A godparent is defined as a confirmed, practicing Catholic. Should the godparent not be a member of this parish (St Edmund) we require a 
reference from his / her parish that they meet the requirement- that he/she is attending Mass regularly. Although the maximum number of 
godparents is set at two, families could have additional people whose standing is that of ‘witness to the baptism.’  During the baptism, we 
don’t distinguish between godparents and witnesses, but only the names of the godparents will be inserted in the baptismal register and in 

the baptism certificate. 

Equally, baptised Christians from other denominations may participate as witnesses to the baptism, but they cannot participate as godpar-

ents. Members of other faiths (or none) cannot serve as either godparents or as witnesses to the baptism. 

Both parents and godparents, as part of the baptism, must make a declaration of faith. Prior to the baptism could we ask that you go 
through beforehand and ascertain you both can honestly make it? In all probability, if anyone one has a problem with any part of it, the 
problem lies in understanding what is meant rather than with the article of faith itself- do please, contact me to discuss it well before the 
baptism. The unpleasant thing you could do is start your child’s relationships with God by affirming in His presence to something you don’t 

believe. 

 Since all baptisms are during Mass, the choice you are faced with is whether to clothe your child with a white garment: whatever your 
child is wearing at the time of the actual baptism, this is something additional (and white) that is added a minute or so later. Traditionally, 
the garment would be a white shawl, but it could be a simple as a length of white ribbon going around the neck. It recalls the practice in the 
early Church of baptism by total immersion; as the newly baptised person came out of the water he/she would be dried and clothed in new 

white garments. You need to let Catherine know well in advance of your decision prior to your child’s baptism. 

We don’t charge for baptism but we ask for families to make a contribution to defray the cost by given a donation in the range of  £50-100, 
with others giving more. It doesn’t mean you have to subject yourselves to unnecessary financial stress, but give what you think you can 

afford.            Fr. Christopher 

Thinking about Separation or Divorce? – Is your marriage or that of a relative or friend heading for divorce? Do you know how 
to save that marriage? Or do you feel helpless? Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i) is designed to help troubled mar-
riages regain their health. It helps spouses uncover or re-awaken the love, trust and commitment that originally brought them 
together. The programme is highly successful in saving hurting marriages, even bringing reconciliation to couples that have al-

ready separated or divorced. There is no group therapy or group work 

For confidential information about ‘Retrouvaille’, or to register for the programme commencing with a residential weekend on  

……7th – 9th June 2019 

Call or text 0788 7296983   0797 3380443  or  Email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com  or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk  

mailto:retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com
http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk


ST EDMUND’S 
 PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Westferry Road, Millwall E14 3RS 
020 7987 2546 

BISHOP CHALLONER  
COLLEGIATE SCHOOLS 

Commercial Road, London E1 0AB 
020 7791 9500 

NEW PARISHIONERS — Please fill in a “Registration Form” from the Church porch and hand it in to the 
Office or to the Parish Priest. 
BLESSING OF HOMES — Contact the Parish Secretary to book a date and time. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND — Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange for a visit 
from the Caring & Sharing Group. 
BAPTISMS — Parents must attend a 2-session Baptism Formation Program (during pregnancy or after 
birth) – Next baptismal course will be on Mon 13 May & Mon 20 May  2019  - 7.30pm. . Please, call the 
office to reserve your space. Please, note that all baptism will be during Mass.  

WEDDINGS — Contact the Parish Priest by email or letter, even if you wish to be married elsewhere. 
Please give full names, contact details, religion of each party and whether or note either of you has been 
married before. The Church normally requires six months notice of weddings. 
WHAT HAPPENS IF I GO INTO HOSPITAL? — If you are admitted as a patient, please ensure the Chaplains’ Office is in-

formed you would like to be visited by a Catholic Minister. This has to be done by you or a relative. 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS — The Parish is completely committed to the protection from 

abuse of all children and vulnerable adults in its care. The Parish Protection Officer is Mrs Diane Winship and she should be 
contacted directly on 07799-414-806 if you have cause for concern. The Diocesan Protection Officer may be contacted on 020-
7798-9350/07803-634-236, by email to arianna.sommariva@rcdow.org.uk or at Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SW1P 1QN. 

AN EMAIL NEWSLETTER — The  newsletter is available electronically, enabling you to remain in touch even when you are 

away on holiday or on business—as well as reducing our ecological footprint. Email the Parish Secretary to arrange to added to 
the distribution list. 

LOOP SYSTEM —The Church is fitted with “Loop” sound systems – please switch to ‘T’. 

TEXT GIVING — Simply type: Parish (then space) then MILLW. Send it to 70800. Click send. £5 will be add-
ed to your mobile phone bill, as a donation to the parish.  

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk 

LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:   loose: 490.77 envelopes: 523.45  total: 1014.22  

Thank you for your Generosity W RCDT Cha r ity  No: 233699  

   

 

Fr Christopher Silva 
Parish Priest,  

 

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 
Parish Secretary 

 
The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

NEW SETS OF DONATION ENVELOPES  ARE READY FOR COLLECTION FROM THE SACRISTY, BEFORE AND 
AFTER EACH MASS (during a week  - from the office).  

 If you spot any mistake, please, let me know immediately. 
If you want to donate in envelopes and to gift aid your donations, but have not arranged for it so far, you 
can let me know via an email and I will prepare a box for you.   Katherine 

 


