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NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

16TH SUNDAY  

OF ORDINARY 

 TIME 

MASS INTENTIONS  

July 20, 2019 

6pm  - Int of the  

 Parish Project  

July 21, 2019 

9am - People of the Parish 

11am—Maria Adora 

Benjamin (B’day Anniv) 

For weekday mass inten-
tions please, see the notice 
board on the left hand side 
of the main door of the 
church. 

Confessions on 

Saturday at 5.15-5.45pm or 
by appointment  

 HOLY HOUR 

Starts each 

Saturday at  5pm 

Readings for this & next Sunday  

1st Reading; Genesis 18; 1-10,  

Psalm 14; 2-5 response v 1 

2nd Reading - Colossians 1:24-28 

Gospel – Luke 10; 38-42 

1st Reading; Genesis 18; 20-32,  

Psalm 137; 1-3, 6-8 response v 3 

2nd Reading - Colossians 2:12-14 

Gospel – Luke 11; 1-13 

The Convention 

Satan called a worldwide convention of demons. In his opening address, he said, 'We 
can't keep Christians from turning against God but we can distract them from God. Let 
them go to church, but let us steal their time so they don't have time to develop a rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. This is what I want you to do', said the devil: 'Distract them 
from maintaining that vital connection with Jesus throughout the day!' 

'How shall we do this?' his demons asked. 

'Keep them busy in the non-essentials of life and invent innumerable schemes to occu-
py their minds', he answered. 'Over-stimulate their minds so that they cannot hear the 
still, small voice of God. Entice them to play the radio or iPod whenever they drive, to 
keep the TV, DVD, Cds, and their PCs going constantly in their homes. Spend valuable 
time on Facebook, Twitter, social media, encourage them to sing up to BitCoin. This 
will jam their minds and break that union with Christ. Saturate their minds with news 
24 each day. Flood their mailboxes with junk mail, mail order catalogues, and every 
kind of newsletter and promotion offering free products, services, and false hopes. Let 
them stand in line for hours for the latest cell phone or Harry Potter book forgetting 
about God. Fill their world and their minds with the trash so that they have no room 
for God. Tempt them to use their credit card to spend, spend and borrow and borrow. 

Persuade the wives to work for long hours and their husbands to work 7 days a week, 
10-12 hours a day, so they can afford their empty lifestyles. Keep wives and husbands 
too tired to love each other. Give them headaches! If they don't give each other the 
love they need, they will begin to look elsewhere for sex, by visiting various sites for 
empty pleasure and destroying their marriage or relationship. As their families frag-
ment, from various pressures. 

Keep beautiful models on the magazine's covers and TV so they believe that outward 
beauty is what's important, and totally forget that loving God and neighbour is what 
really matters. 

Give them Santa Clause to distract them from teaching their children the true meaning 
of Christmas. Give them Easter eggs and Easter bunny so they won't talk about the 
Lord's resurrection and his power over sin and death. 

 Even in their recreation, let them be excessive. Let them think that attending a sports 
event is more important than keeping the Lord's Day and treating sports stars as if they 
were bishops. Keep them too busy to go out into the park and into nature to reflect on 
God's creation. 

Keep them busy, busy! It will work! It will work!' 

It was quite clear! The demons went eagerly to their assignments causing Christians 
everywhere to get busier and more rushed, going here there and everywhere, no time 
for God or their families. Does 'BUSY" mean: Being Under Satan's Yoke? 

( I don't know the source as it was sent by a friend. It's slightly  adapted here). Fr. Christopher Silva 

Holiday time News 

Holiday time has arrived. St 
Edmund’s school broke last 

Friday. We want to wish 
safe and happy holidays for 
everyone who goes away to 

rest.  

Fr Christopher will be away 
from 5th August for a 

month. We will welcome Fr 
Victor, Fr Brian and Fr 

Francis during his absence.  

But if you need to speak to 
Fr Chris, do not leave it for 

“later”:) 

Next weekend our Newslet-
ter will be produced for the 
last time before the holiday 

break. 

There will be no Holy Hour 
from 9th August—back on 

14th September 2019 
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Altar Servers 

Those of our young people, who have made their First Holy Communion. Would you like to become Altar Servers, 
please, give your details to Catherine at the office. Alternatively, you could speak with Joseph, Lauren or Kevin who 

would be more than willing to answer your questions and training will be provided. Thank you,  Fr Christopher  

Cardinal Newman Canonisation 

The Vatican has announced that on 13th October 2019, Pope Francis will be Canonising Blessed John Henry Newman, along 
with four other Blessed, in Rome. This will make Cardinal Newman the first English person who has lived since the 17th centu-
ry officially recognised as a Saint by the Catholic Church. 

Sacramental Programs here at St Edmund 

As we come to the end of another academic year and we look forward to the next academic year, with this in 
mind our programs will commence as follows: 

RCIA ( Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) on 24th September 19 at 7.30 pm (registration forms and programme 
will be available shortly) 

First Holy Communion: The registration forms are now on the table in the porch. Those parents who wish 
their son/daughter to make their First Reconciliation and First Communion,  please collect the form and submit it 
to the parish office. The last date for submitting the forms is 20th October  2019. 

Confirmation: Applications for this program will be put on the table in the porch in September. The course will 
commence on 11th January 2020 (from 4 to 6pm). 

LUKE 10:38-42 

Reading the Gospel of Luke 10:38-42, one can easily think that our Lord prefers contemplation to action. He 
seems to praise Mary and criticising Martha. How often we have heard the expression, 'stop being like Martha be 
more like Mary'; for we can be so wrapped in our work that we fail to spend time listening. 

I have to confess, at times I spend doing things and when it comes to saying my daily office, it's rushed as I am 
distracted by other things that want to be accomplished.  It's important to develop that quality of listening. This is 
a quality, that St Theresa of Calcutta had in spades, that she was able to listen to our Lord when praying and lis-
tening to the patients. I venture to add that St Theresa listened and put the Lord's word into practice. 

The Lord's objection to Martha is that she was worried and distracted by many things and I can see myself here 
because like her I too fail at times to listen. 

Question: Do I merit the same reproach? Yes, I do and I ask for a pure heart, truly focussed on what will not be 
taken away.          Fr. Christopher 

St Faustina's Picture will come to our church!!! 

Maria Faustyna Kowalska, known as St Maria Faustyna of the Blessed Sacrament and popularly spelled Faustina, 
was a Polish Roman Catholic nun and mystic. Her apparitions of Jesus Christ inspired the Roman Catholic devotion 
to the Divine Mercy and her the title of 'Secretary of the Divine Mercy'. 

Born: 25 August 1905, Glowiec, Poland, Died: 5th October 1938, Krakow, Poland 

She was Canonized on 30th April 2000, St Peter's Square, by St Pope John Paul II. Her feast is on 5th October. 

 

Last year, polish community of our parish founded a picture of Devine Mercy that you can see on the left hand 
side of the Altar. This year, an initiative has risen, to present a  picture of St Faustina (similar size to the Divine 
Mercy) and put it on the other side of the Altar.  The cost of the painting is about £400. Should you wish to make a 
contribution, envelopes are available on the table in the porch, marked ( Special offering for St Faustina 's Picture). 
Kindly take one and place your contribution and put it in the collection, or alternatively hand your envelope to one 
of the Sacristans. Thank you for your generosity and care. Fr Christopher 
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BAPTISMS 

Baptisms that take place here in the parish of St Edmunds will be during Parish Masses, at Saturday 6pm, Sunday 9am, 11am. 

We recognize, that families need to plan ahead, when they have friends and family attending the baptism, we are through Catherine at 
the office book the time and date of the baptism. We do emphasize it’s conditional to the completion of the baptism course, provision of 
godparent references being completed before the actual baptism. 

The date and which Mass can be booked with Catherine (Parish Office) but must be confirmed in writing. Cannon Law (Church Law) 
requires that each child must have godparent; should there be a second godparent, one has to be male and the other female. 

A godparent is defined as a confirmed, practicing Catholic. Should the godparent not be a member of this parish (St Edmund) we re-
quire a reference from his / her parish that they meet the requirement- that he/she is attending Mass regularly. Although the maximum 
number of godparents is set at two, families could have additional people whose standing is that of ‘witness to the baptism.’  During the 
baptism, we don’t distinguish between godparents and witnesses, but only the names of the godparents will be inserted in the baptis-
mal register and in the baptism certificate. 

Equally, baptized Christians from other denominations may participate as witnesses to the baptism, but they cannot participate as god-
parents. Members of other faiths (or none) cannot serve as either godparents or as witnesses to the baptism. 

Both parents and godparents, as part of the baptism, must make a declaration of faith. Prior to the baptism could we ask that you go 
through beforehand and ascertain you both can honestly make it? In all probability, if anyone one has a problem with any part of it, the 
problem lies in understanding what is meant rather than with the article of faith itself- do please, contact me to discuss it well before the 
baptism. The unpleasant thing you could do is start your child’s relationships with God by affirming in His presence to something you 
don’t believe. 

Since all baptisms are during Mass, the choice you are faced with is whether to clothe your child with a white garment: whatever your 
child is wearing at the time of the actual baptism, this is something additional (and white) that is added a minute or so later. Traditional-
ly, the garment would be a white shawl, but it could be a simple as a length of white ribbon going around the neck. It recalls the practice 
in the early Church of baptism by total immersion; as the newly baptised person came out of the water he/she would be dried and 
clothed in new white garments. You need to let Catherine know well in advance of your decision prior to your child’s baptism. 

We don’t charge for baptism but we ask for families to make a contribution to defray the cost by given a donation in the range of  £50-
100, with others giving more. It doesn’t mean you have to subject yourselves to unnecessary financial stress, but give what you think 
you can afford.         Fr. Christopher 



ST EDMUND’S 
 PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Westferry Road, Millwall E14 3RS 
020 7987 2546 

BISHOP CHALLONER  
COLLEGIATE SCHOOLS 

Commercial Road, London E1 0AB 
020 7791 9500 

NEW PARISHIONERS — Please fill in a “Registration Form” from the Church porch and hand it in to the Office or to the Parish 

Priest. 
BLESSING OF HOMES — Contact the Parish Secretary to book a date and time. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND — Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange for a visit from the Caring & 
Sharing Group. 
BAPTISMS — Parents must attend a 2-session Baptism Formation Program (during pregnancy or after birth) – Next baptismal 
course will be in September-9th & 16th at 7.30pm . Please, call the office to reserve your space. Please, note that all baptism 

will be during Mass.  

WEDDINGS — Contact the Parish Priest by email or letter, even if you wish to be married elsewhere. Please give full names, 
contact details, religion of each party and whether or note either of you has been married before. The Church normally requires 
six months notice of weddings. 
WHAT HAPPENS IF I GO INTO HOSPITAL? — If you are admitted as a patient, please ensure the Chaplains’ Office is informed 
you would like to be visited by a Catholic Minister. This has to be done by you or a relative. 
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS — The Parish is completely committed to the protection from 
abuse of all children and vulnerable adults in its care. The Parish Protection Officer is Mrs Diane Winship and she should be con-
tacted directly on 07799-414-806 if you have cause for concern. The Diocesan Protection Officer may be contacted on 020-
7798-9350/07803-634-236, by email to arianna.sommariva@rcdow.org.uk or at Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SW1P 1QN. 
AN EMAIL NEWSLETTER — from June 2019 our Newsletter will no longer be distributed by an email. You can always 
download it from our website. https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  
LOOP SYSTEM —The Church is fitted with “Loop” sound systems – please switch to ‘T’. 
TEXT GIVING — Simply type: Parish (then space) then MILLW. Send it to 70800. Click send. £5 will be added to your mobile 
phone bill, as a donation to the parish.  
GLUTEN FREE HOSTS Those parishioners who for medical reasons can only take Gluten Free as per their diet. We here at St 
Edmund's have Gluten Free Hosts. Should you require, see Fr. Christopher before Mass, so he could consecrate the hots for 

you.  

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk; https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  

LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:   loose:  £379.64  envelopes:  £527.15  total: £906.79 

     Standing orders in June:  £2227.98 

Apostleship of the Sea - £296.48 

 Thank you for your Generosity  WRCDT Charity No: 233699 

 

Fr Christopher Silva 
Parish Priest,  

 

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 
Parish Secretary 

 
The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

NEW SETS OF DONATION ENVELOPES  ARE READY FOR COLLECTION FROM THE SACRISTY,  
BEFORE AND AFTER EACH MASS (during a week  - from the office).  

 If you spot any mistake, please, let me know immediately. 
If you want to donate in envelopes and to gift aid your donations, but have not arranged for it so far, you 
can let me know via an email and I will prepare a box for you.   Katherine 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

