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NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

31st  SUNDAY  

OF ORDINARY 

 TIME 

MASS INTENTIONS  

November 2, 2019 

6pm  -  Holy Souls 

November 3, 2019 

9am - People of the Parish 

11am— Holy Souls  

For weekday mass inten-
tions please, see the notice 
board on the left hand side 
of the main door of the 
church. 

Confessions on 

Saturday at 5.15-5.45pm  

or by appointment  

Readings for this & next Sunday  

1st Reading; Wisdom 11: 22-12.2 

Psalm 144; 1-2, 8-11, 13-14 response v 1 

2nd Reading - 2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2 

Gospel – Luke 19; 1-10 

1st Reading; Maccabees 7: 1-2,9-14 

Psalm 16;1, 5-6, 8, 15, response v 15 

2nd Reading - 2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5 

Gospel – Luke 20; 27-38 

 HOLY HOUR 

Starts  on  

Saturday at  5pm 

 DATES  FOR YOUR DIARY   

 17 November at 11 am Mass we will welcome Bishop Nicolas Hudson to celebrate a Mass in 
memory of Fr Adrian Walker, followed by a small reception afterwards. All are welcome. We will pray 
together for late Fr Adrian whose hard work facilitated in the building of our new church.  

First Reconciliation  

and Frist Holy  

Communion Course 

Application process is 
now closed.  Parents 
meeting will be on 4th 
December at 7.30 in our 
church.  Parents have to 
buy two book for the 
whole course. The cost of 
each book is £20.  The 
first book that covers first 
reconciliation must be 
bought during the meeting 
on 4th December. 

The Example of the Saints 

Look at the saints with the eyes of the spirit; they are encouraging you and showing 
you the throne that awaits you, the crown which you must wear on your head, the 
reward God is saving for each of your good works, for every prayer said with recollec-
tion, for every sacrifice made for his love, for every sigh of your soul for him. Oh, how 
this vision can inflame hope, how it makes us want to depart for the heavenly home-
land. 

The Gospel tells us that the blessed and the saints are humble, poor, and detached 
from everything. They are gentle hearts who suffer everything from everyone without 
making anyone else suffer anything; they repay evil with good, blame with praise, ha-
tred with love; they are those proven ones who spend their days in affliction and 
tears, far from the glories of the world; they are zealous for their own perfection and 
hunger and thirst for an ever greater justice, Let's remember that we too must be-
come saints. 

'We, become saints? Now, what is Mother saying? Your weakness makes you see that 
this is an effort beyond your strength, but no, the saints in heaven all answer, they all 
tell us it's possible even for us to become saints. Now, what they could do, why can't 
we do, too? 

The saints were as weak as we are; grace sustained them. Why should we doubt that 
we, too, will be sustained by grace?   Blessed Clelia Merlon 

Purgatory 

I believe no happiness can be found worthy to be compared with that of a soul in purgatory 
except that of the saints in paradise; and day by day this happiness grows as God flows into 
these souls, more and more as the hindrance to his entrance is consumed. Sin's rust is the 
hindrance, and the fire burns the rust away so that more and more the soul opens itself up to 
the divine inflowing. A thing which is covered cannot respond to the sun's rays, not because 
of any defect in the sun, which is shining all the time, but because the cover is an obstacle; if 
the cover be burnt away, this thing is open to the sun; more and more as the cover is con-
sumed does it respond to the rays of the sun. 

It is in this way that rust, which is sin, covers souls, and in purgatory is burnt away by fire; the 
more it is consumed, the more do the souls respond to God, the true sun. As the rust lessens 
and the soul is opened up to the divine ray, happiness grows; until the time be accomplished 
the one wanes and the other waxes.    St. Catherine of Genoa 
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St Faustina 

Sister Faustina was a young, uneducated nun in the convent of the Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in 
Poland during the 1930s. She came from a poor family that struggled during the First World War. She had only 
three years of education, and hers were the humblest tasks in the Convent, in the kitchen or garden. 

She received extraordinary revelations-or messages-from our Lord. Our Lord asked Sr. Faustina to record the ex-
periences, which she compiled into notebooks. These notebooks are referred to today as the Diaries of St Fausti-
na Kowalska, and the words contained in them are God's loving messages of Divine Mercy. 

Though the message of the Divine Mercy is not new to the teachings of the Church, Sr. Faustina's Diary kindled a 
great movement and a significant focus on the mercy of Christ. St. John Paul II canonized Sr. Faustina in 2000 mak-
ing her the 'first saint of the new millennium. Speaking of the importance of the message contained in Sr. Fausti-
na's Diary, the Pope called her 'the great apostle of Divine Mercy in our time' 

 We rely on St. Faustina to remind us of the message to trust in our Lord's endless mercy and to live life mercifully 
toward others. We turn to her in prayer and request her to intercede on our behalf to our loving Saviour. 

I take this opportunity, to thank all those in our parish who contributed to the painting of the Divine Mercy and 
the painting of St Faustina as well  to those who gave their time to get the pictures, to frame them and  hang 
them on the sanctuary walls.  I hope it would inspire us to pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and pray St Faustina 
to intercede for us and for our parish. Thank you and may God bless you all.  Fr Christopher 

The Gaze that Saves 

What suddenly struck Zacchaeus? What made him run joyfully home? Was he making plans for his vast 
wealth? Did he want to generously return his ill-gotten gains, to give half of his goods to the poor? What 
shook him and changed him? Quite simply, he had been penetrated and captured by a gaze that recognised 
and loved him for what he was. The ability to take hold of the heart of a man is the greatest, most persuasive 
miracle of all. 

It is hard to find a person who is powerful, and yet truly good. In Jesus by contrast, his witness was able to 
see that gaze, which was not only powerful and prodigious, intelligent, and captivating, but also good. It 
seems almost impossible for such great power to be contained within the bounds of profound goodness, 
difficult to find such sharp intelligence with such a positive simplicity, like a child's instinctive show of affec-
tion and openness. How beautiful it is to read the Gospel and discover hints, the subtle details that reveal 
Jesus' capacity for tenderness, his heartfelt solidarity with all human things.  Servant of God Luigi Giussani 

The Passage Working with Homeless People 

“The Passage, a Christian Charity working with homeless people, is holding a fundraising concert at the Royal Fes-
tival Hall on Tuesday 5 November on the theme Magic of Italian Opera with Petroc Trelawny as presenter. The mu-
sic includes Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves and Nessum Dorma with soloists Joyce El-Khoury, Michael Fabiano, 
Clare Presland and Simon Thorpe .  For more details call 020 7592 1856 or email tickets@passage.org.uk” 

Andrew Hollingsworth, Community Fundraiser The Passage, DDI:  020 7592 1856, Andrew.H@passage.org.uk 

NOVEMBER: MONTH OF HOLY SOULS 

It is a tradition in the Church that November should be a time when we pray particularly for the souls of the faith-
ful departed. 

If you wish to put forward a list of people you would like the community to pray for, write out the list and put it in 
one of the Holy Souls envelopes you will find in the porch of the church. If you wish to make an offering, put the 
money also in the envelope; this money will be used to fund Mass intentions for Holy Souls during the coming 
year. 

Then either hand the envelope to me, or put it through the letterbox in the main door of the church, or into the 

collection basket at Mass.  F r  Christopher 

mailto:tickets@passage.org.uk
mailto:Andrew.H@passage.org.uk
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PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO  

THE HOLY LAND—MARCH 2021 

We are planning a second parish Pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 2021 
(15th –22nd March) with Pilgrimage People again. To make it happen 
we need to gather a group of around 20 people. We want to encourage 
you to take part in this event. If you think you can make it—please, drop 
an email to millwall@rcdow.org.uk or give your details to Fr Chris or our 
Sacristans. We already got an itinerary that is available from the office. 
The cost will be £1680. If you are interested we are ready to open a 

saving club to those who want to save money over the next year. We 
look forward to hearing from you.  Fr Christopher, Katherine, Stella & 
Julia 

 

The Parish Project 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

On the 16th of October, we held a meeting of the 
Steering Committee on the Second Phase which is 
Consultation. We are now in this second phase 
and we are appealing to you to give some 
thought as to what you would like to see in the 
extension to the small hall, and when you are 
ready to, place your suggestion on the paper 
leaf. Insert unto the tree of love. Both leaves 
and the tree you can find at the back of the 
church. I ask you to spare a moment after a 
mass and to write down your ideas. All of them 
will be collected at the end of this process. They 
will be handed over to the Architect, who will incor-
porate the suggestions as best he can into the 
drawings. It would then be submitted to Tower 
Hamlets Planning Committee for approval. Having 
secured the approval, Alison & Keely will apply for 
grants to cover the whole project. Please, could we 
ask you to pray for the project and thank you for 

your support.  Fr Christopher 

 

The Sick & retired Priest's Collection next Weekend 

The Second Collection next weekend 9th /10th November 
will be for the sick and retired priests of our Diocese. At 
present, 80 priests are receiving support from the fund 
after years of dedicated service. Most priests offer their 
resignation at 75, but many continue to serve in our 
schools, hospitals, hospices, and parishes. By supporting 
the Fund,  your donations help cover essential costs such 
as ensuring they have a suitable place to live, regular visits 
from carers when they are sick. Most important of all, you 
give them peace of mind that in the event of an emergen-
cy, their needs are met. 

This your opportunity to say a big thank you to our sick & 
retired priests who have given us so much. At the back of 
the Church, you will find donation envelopes. Please take 
one and bring it back with your donation next weekend 
where there will be a Second Collection. Please continue 
to pray for the wellbeing of all our clergy: active, retired or 
ill. Should you wish you could donate online 
at www.org.uk/donations . Thank you, Fr Christopher  

http://www.org.uk/donations


ST EDMUND’S 
 PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Westferry Road, Millwall E14 3RS 
020 7987 2546 

BISHOP CHALLONER  
COLLEGIATE SCHOOLS 

Commercial Road, London E1 0AB 
020 7791 9500 

NEW PARISHIONERS — Please fill in a “Registration Form” from the Church porch and hand it in to the Office or to the Parish 

Priest. 
BLESSING OF HOMES — Contact the Parish Secretary to book a date and time. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND — Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange for a visit from the Caring & 
Sharing Group. 
BAPTISMS — Parents must attend a 2-session Baptism Formation Program (during pregnancy or after birth) – Next baptismal 
course will be in October-30th & November 6th at 7.30pm . Please, call the office to reserve your space. Please, note that all 

baptism will be during Mass.  

WEDDINGS — Contact the Parish Priest by email or letter, even if you wish to be married elsewhere. Please give full names, 
contact details, religion of each party and whether or note either of you has been married before. The Church normally requires 
six months notice of weddings. 
WHAT HAPPENS IF I GO INTO HOSPITAL? — If you are admitted as a patient, please ensure the Chaplains’ Office is informed 
you would like to be visited by a Catholic Minister. This has to be done by you or a relative. 
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS — The Parish is completely committed to the protection from 
abuse of all children and vulnerable adults in its care. The Parish Protection Officer is Mrs Diane Winship and she should be con-
tacted directly on 07799-414-806 if you have cause for concern. The Diocesan Protection Officer may be contacted on 020-7798-
9350/07803-634-236, by email to arianna.sommariva@rcdow.org.uk or at Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SW1P 1QN. 
NEWSLETTER — You can always download it from our website. https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  
LOOP SYSTEM —The Church is fitted with “Loop” sound systems – please switch to ‘T’. 
TEXT GIVING — Simply type: Parish (then space) then MILLW. Send it to 70800. Click send. £5 will be added to your mobile 
phone bill, as a donation to the parish.  

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS Those parishioners who for medical reasons can only take Gluten Free as per their diet. We 
here at St Edmund's have Gluten Free Hosts. Should you require, see Fr. Christopher before Mass, so he could con-

secrate the hots for you.  

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk; https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  

LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:   loose:  £629.31  envelopes:  £662.31  total: £1291.19 

     Standing orders in September:  £2869.30 

 

 Thank you for your Generosity  WRCDT Charity No: 233699 

 

Fr Christopher Silva 
Parish Priest,  

 

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 
Parish Secretary 

 
The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

CARDINAL RANJITH APPEAL—SRI LANKA 

(Easter Sunday explosions), OUR GOAL WAS TO RAISE £1000.00  

A big thank you for St Edmund School’s support— children have raised £548.85. 
WE HAVE ALREADY RAISED in total—£2770.85!!! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUSITY. The collection will be continued until Christmas. 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

