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NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

1ST SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT  

MASS INTENTIONS  

November 30, 2019 

6pm  -  Holy Souls 

December 1, 2019 

9am - People of the Parish 

11am—  F Quang Tuyen &  

 M Nhan Khong RIP 

For weekday mass inten-
tions please, see the notice 
board on the left hand side 
of the main door of the 
church. 

Confessions on 

Saturday at 5.15-5.45pm  

or by appointment  

Readings for this & next Sunday  

1st Reading; Isaiah 2: 1-5 

Psalm 121;1-2, 4-5, 6 response v 1 

2nd Reading - Romans 13:11-14 

Gospel – Mathew 24; 37-44 

1st Reading; Isaiah 11: 1-10 

Psalm 71;1-2, 7-8, 12-13  response v 7 

2nd Reading - Romans 15:4-9 

Gospel – Mathew 3; 1-12 

 HOLY HOUR 

Starts  on  

Saturday at  5pm 

First Reconciliation  

and Frist Holy  

Communion Course 

Application process is 
now closed.  Parents 
meeting will be on 4th 
December at 7.30 pm in 
our church.  Parents have 
to buy two book for the 
whole course. The cost of 
each book is £20.  The 
first book that covers first 
reconciliation must be 
bought during the meeting 
on 4th December 2019.  

First Sunday of Advent 

As we start a new Church's year Jesus invites us to be awake and expectant. God might come in 
big public display, like the Flood, or in a hidden way, similar to a thief. Despite these images, we 
should not fear destruction or things being taken away from us. Instead, God is coming to rebuild 
us and give us the fullness of joy if we accept him. Today's message is a strong invitation to be 
ready and alert. Perhaps during this time of Advent, you might consider spending some extra time 

in prayer, attentive to the presence of God in your life.   Fr. Javier 

Thank you 

May  I take this opportunity, to thank you all for your wishes, cards and gifts. Also, the meal, that some of you organised it's 
much appreciated, which I enjoyed immensely. I was trying my best to keep it on the QT, but to-no-avail actually 70 is an erratum 
it should be 17yrs instead! I am nevertheless humbled by your kindness, love, and generosity. Thank you and for all those of you 

who celebrated your birthdays this week I wish you, ad multos annos, may God bless you all.  Fr Christopher  

Advent 

This time of the year brings back some memories for me. I recall, my dear mum preparing the 
Christmas cake, putting up the Christmas tree. In those early years, we all had to chip in to make 
our Christmas a memorable event. Growing up, I probably tried to avoid getting involved with all 
the preparations and hear my dad telling me to help mum in the kitchen, and to go with mum 
shopping to purchase the ingredients not only for the cake but for all the other items she would 
prepare and looking forward to my aunts and uncles with my cousins coming over and we would 
spend our times playing while's the grown-ups would be discussing the current state of the Coun-

try and catching up on all the news of our relatives.  

When our Lord was born of Mary, he was dependent on us. He the Lord of the Universe he em-
braced our weak and mortal nature, he didn't want anything from us but he wanted to give us 
something in return-a share in his life. As we wait to celebrate the birth of our Lord, we also give 
thanks to God for his nobility which he has bestowed upon us in uniting his nature to ours, that 
when he returns in glory we shall be like him, 'We know that when he appears we shall be like 

him, for we shall see him as he is' (1John 3:2)    Fr., Christopher 

Be Prepared 

Talking with my late father one evening joining him in a glass whisky. I asked him if his generation 
were aware of the events that would engulf the world. He replied, his generation didn't have such a 
notion and were more interested in finishing College and getting into University in my dad's case get-
ting into Medical College. He and his friends were playing rugby, athletics and at medical college, he 
took up Tennis and later Golf. They were interested in being with friends no thought that a Second 
World War would break out. 

The Gospel admonition of our Lord to 'stay awake' and to 'be prepared' is the Advent instruction each 
year. They point to our Lord's second coming. For me, it was late sister Louise, who through her gen-
tle persuasion help me all those years ago to rediscover the religious convictions and return to prac-
tising my Catholic Faith. 

Conversions can come in the realisation that our life is short and precarious. It should be treated with 
utter respect as it's our one opportunity to live for God.    Fr. Christopher 
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A Reflection 

Looking back I have to admit I've had flaws, been anxious and even angry. Despite all of this life is a great enterprise and only I 
can stop it from going bust. Over the years many have appreciated me, admired me, even loved me. At times I have tried to be 
happy but forgetting you cannot have it without the storm. Neither can I have a highway without accidents and at work felt fa-

tigued. Many relationships with disappointments. 

It's taken me a while to understand to be happy I have to forgive which is a strength, many a battle but holding on to hope and 
having security in times of fear and experiencing love in discord. Oh! Yes, I had to learn lessons from failure and enjoy the smile. 

I had to learn and I am still learning to enjoy the applause and equally to learn to be happy in anonymity. 

Seeking to be happy is not destinies fatality, but a journey to be able to travel within me. If I want to be happy I have to stop look-
ing at myself as though I was a victim and become the author of destiny. I have to traverse the desert and be able to find an oa-
sis in my soul. I have learned to thank God each and every morning, for the miracle that is me and for life. I am learning not to be 
afraid of my own feelings and to be able to talk about me. To learn to accept a 'no' and have the confidence to face criticism, 
mostly when it's unjustified. I have learned to kiss those close to me and to have joyous moments with friends and at times they 

have hurt me. To be happy means allowing me that is me to live, simple and joyful. 

As the years have gone by I am able to say, 'I have made a barrel full of mistakes' and learning to say I need you. Even now I 
pray that my life can be a garden of opportunities for happiness. and spring the lover of joy and in winter to have the wisdom. 
When I make a mistake to be able to dust myself down and start all over again. I am learning that's only then will I be in love with 
life. I am learning and still learning to be happy is not having a perfect life. I have learned that the river of tears that I have shed 
has irrigated tolerance. Through all my losses I have learned patience and with the mistakes to sculptor serenity. Trough all these 
pains I have tried to plaster the pleasure. I am learning not to give up on obstacles but have them open a window to intelligence. I 
am learning and trying not to give up on people who love me. So, I never give up on happiness, since life is incredible. 
            Fr. Christopher  

 MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE  

PILGRIMAGES  

APRIL - OCT 2020:  

7 Night Stay and Airport Shuttle service 
from Dubrovnik or Split for €266 per person 
sharing. Book any flight - any time and we 
provide guaranteed airport shuttle service. 
Call us for further info and book the dates 

that suit you. Tel. 020 3239 8662 or  

email reservations@med-irishcentre.com.  

MEDJUGORJE: 00387 36 651 518,  

ENGLAND: 0044 20 3239 8662,  

Email: reservations@med-
irishcentre.com 

Website: www.med-irishcentre.com  

CAFOD’s WORLD GIFTS 

The Catalogues are now available for you in 
our porch.  Please, take one and give as much 

as you can this Christmas. 
Your support is helping to bring light into so 

many lives.  

mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
mailto:reservations@med-irishcentre.com
http://www.med-irishcentre.com
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PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO  

THE HOLY LAND—MARCH 2021 

We are planning a second parish Pilgrim-
age to the Holy Land in 2021 (15th –22nd 
March) with Pilgrimage People again. To 
make it happen we need to gather a group 
of around 20 people. We want to encourage 
you to take part in this event. If you think 
you can make it—please, drop an email to 
millwall@rcdow.org.uk or give your details 
to Fr Chris or our Sacristans. We already 
got an itinerary that is available from the 
office. The cost will be £1680. If you are 
interested we are ready to open a saving 
club to those who want to save money over 
the next year. We look forward to hearing 
from you.  Fr Christopher, Katherine, Stella & 
Julia 

The Parish Project 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

On the 16th of October, we held a meeting of the Steering Committee on the 
Second Phase which is Consultation. We are now in this second phase and 
we are appealing to you to give some thought as to what you would like 
to see in the extension to the small hall, and when you are ready to, 
place your suggestion on the paper leaf. Insert unto the tree of love. 
Both leaves and the tree you can find at the back of the church. I ask 
you to spare a moment after a mass and to write down your ideas. You 
can also email your ideas if is  more convenient.  All of them will be col-
lected at the end of this process. They will be handed over to the Architect, 
who will incorporate the suggestions as best he can into the drawings. It 
would then be submitted to Tower Hamlets Planning Committee for approval. 
Having secured the approval, Alison & Keely will apply for grants to cover the 
whole project. Please, could we ask you to pray for the project and thank you 

for your support.    Fr Christopher 

"How singing enhances your life"  

A workshop to discover how singing can help  to devel-
op yourself, physically and mentally , no matter if you are  a 

child, an adult, or a teenager . 

Chiara Zurlo, experience singer, vocal coach and music teacher, 
will guide you through the fascinating world involved in singing.   

You will find out, with simplicity and clarity,  how singing can 
improve your daily-life and your well-being.  

 After the workshop, Chiara  will be performing a Christmas 
concert  for the community, with the participation of the "Heidi's 
Club", the vocal assemble founded by Chiara and her colleague 

Angela Tursi.  

Don't miss it! 

Bring yourself and your kids to enjoy an amazing afternoon to-
gether! 

December 15th, St Edmund Millwall 

Workshop:  15:30 -16:15 

Tea and refreshment: 16:30 -17:00 

Christmas concert... and more: 17:00 -18:00  

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

 AND TIMETABLE 

There are Christmas CARDS available 
now on the table in the church’s porch. 

Please, take one for you and another one 
for your neighbour !   

Christmas timetable inside. 

Advent Giving Calendar 

Advent is a special season in the Church's 
year when we prepare to celebrate the com-
ing of Christ. However, for many people fac-
ing food poverty, 

Christmas can be a difficult time. Currently, 
8.4 million people in the U.K. 

regularly do not get enough to eat. The Cari-
tas Food Collective are a new project work-
ing to tackle food poverty in the Diocese of 
Westminster. This year, we have created an 
'Advent Giving Calendar' to help use this sea-
son as a time when we think of those who 
might be struggling, and do our bit to help 
them in the run up to Christmas. 

 

To find out more about the Caritas Food Col-
lective and get involved, or if you would like 
to find out about food support in your area, 
contact us at: 

cfc@rcdow.org.uk 
www.caritasfoodcollective.org.uk  

 

Your Advent Giving Calendar you can find on 
the table in our church’s porch. Please, take 



NEW PARISHIONERS — Please fill in a “Registration Form” from the Church porch and hand it in to the Office or to the Parish 

Priest. 
BLESSING OF HOMES — Contact the Parish Secretary to book a date and time. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND — Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange for a visit from the Caring & 
Sharing Group. 
BAPTISMS — Parents must attend a 2-session Baptism Formation Program (during pregnancy or after birth) – Next baptismal 
course will be on 27th November & 2nd December at 7.30pm . Please, call the office to reserve your space. Please, note that 

all baptism will be during Mass.  

WEDDINGS — Contact the Parish Priest by email or letter, even if you wish to be married elsewhere. Please give full names, 
contact details, religion of each party and whether or note either of you has been married before. The Church normally requires 
six months notice of weddings. 
WHAT HAPPENS IF I GO INTO HOSPITAL? — If you are admitted as a patient, please ensure the Chaplains’ Office is informed 
you would like to be visited by a Catholic Minister. This has to be done by you or a relative. 
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS — The Parish is completely committed to the protection from 
abuse of all children and vulnerable adults in its care. The Parish Protection Officer is Mrs Diane Winship and she should be con-
tacted directly on 07799-414-806 if you have cause for concern. The Diocesan Protection Officer may be contacted on 020-7798-
9350/07803-634-236, by email to arianna.sommariva@rcdow.org.uk or at Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SW1P 1QN. 
NEWSLETTER — You can always download it from our website. https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  
LOOP SYSTEM —The Church is fitted with “Loop” sound systems – please switch to ‘T’. 
TEXT GIVING — Simply type: Parish (then space) then MILLW. Send it to 70800. Click send. £5 will be added to your mobile 
phone bill, as a donation to the parish.  

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS Those parishioners who for medical reasons can only take Gluten Free as per their diet. We 
here at St Edmund's have Gluten Free Hosts. Should you require, see Fr. Christopher before Mass, so he could con-

secrate the hots for you.  

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk; https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  

LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:   loose:  £416.60 envelopes:  £551.44 total: £968.04 

     Standing orders in October:  £2431.00 

 Thank you for your Generosity  WRCDT Charity No: 233699 

 

Fr Christopher Silva 
Parish Priest,  

 

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 
Parish Secretary 

 
The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

CARDINAL RANJITH APPEAL—SRI LANKA 

(Easter Sunday explosions), OUR GOAL WAS TO RAISE £1000.00  

A big thank you for St Edmund School’s support— children have raised £548.85. 
WE HAVE ALREADY RAISED in total—£2870.85!!! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUSITY. The collection will be continued until Christmas. 

ST EDMUND’S 

 PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Westferry Road, Millwall E14 3RS 

020 7987 2546 

BISHOP CHALLONER  

COLLEGIATE SCHOOLS 

Commercial Road, London E1 0AB 

020 7791 9500 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

