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NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

3rd SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT  

MASS INTENTIONS  

 

December 14, 2019 

6pm  -  Ints of McDonald’s 
  Family 

December 15, 2019 

9am - People of the Parish 

11am—  Holy Souls 

For weekday mass intentions 
please, see the notice board on 
the left hand side of the main 

door of the church. 

Confessions on 

Saturday at 5.15-5.45pm  

or by appointment  

Readings for this & next Sunday  

1st Reading; Isaiah 35: 1-6, 10 

Psalm 145; 6-10, response cf Isaiah 35;4 

2nd Reading - James 5:7-10 

Gospel – Mathew 11; 2-11 

1st Reading; Isaiah 7: 10-14, 

Psalm 23; 1-6, response cf w 7, 10 

2nd Reading - Romans 1:1-7 

Gospel – Mathew 1; 18-24 

 HOLY HOUR 

Starts  on  

Saturday at  5pm 

Dates for your diary  

Church decoration for 
Christmas.  

On Sunday, 22nd of De-
cember after 11 am 

Mass we will need your  
help in decorating the 
church for Christmas. 

Please, reserve the time 
on that Sunday to be here 
with all other volunteers 
to prepare the church for 
the special season. Every 

help is highly appreciated.   

Immaculate Mary 

If you stand in need of mercy, it's found in full measure in the heart of the Virgin; If you reverence 
the truth, give thanks to the Virgin, since from the ground of her virgin flesh the truth which you 
worship has arisen. No less give thanks to the  Virgin if you follow after peace since from her is 
born for you the peace which passes all understanding. If you pursue justice, see that you are not 

ungrateful to the Virgin, for at the opening of her womb justice looked forth from heaven. 

If your faith is shaken by some assault from an enemy, turn your eyes upon the Virgin and that 
which was wavering will be firmly fixed; if the lust of the flesh delights you, turn your gaze upon 
the Virgin, and the danger to your chastity is removed; if pride disturbs your spirit, turn your gaze 
upon the Virgin, and by the merit of her unsullied humility your swelling spirit subsides. If you are 
set on fire by anger's torches, lift your eyes to the Virgin and you will grow gentle through her 
calm. If ignorance or error have led you astray from the way of life, look to Mary, star of the sea, 
and her light you will be led back to the path of truth; if the vice of avarice commands your idola-
trous worship, call to mind the generosity of the Virgin and with a love of poverty there will come 

to you the goodness of open-handedness. 

In every peril, the goodness of the Virgin comes to succour, and powerful is it to succour. Give 
thanks for childbearing; from her fullness, the sum total of graces has flowed. For us the Virgin 
brought forth, ours in the birth, for us the Child was born and to us, the Son was given. 
        Fr. Adam of Perseigne 

Faith in our Lord 

This Third Sunday of Advent we hear the Call rejoice from the Church. Yet when we look at the Gospel we 
get the impression that John the Baptist is getting weak in his faith. Why would he send two of his disciples 
to ask, ' Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?' One might say that it was not 
John the Baptist's faith that was weakening but rather that of his disciples, who needed their faith in-

creased and fulfilled in our Lord. 

John sends his two disciples to our Lord so that they might experience our Lord for themselves, through 
his preaching. As we know there is no substitute for personal experience in anything in life. For example, 
how often have we recommended a movie, a restaurant, a book or even a holiday and we simply say, 'Go 

try it for yourself and you will enjoy it and know what I mean!' 

 In this season of Advent, we strengthen our faith and reminding ourselves of our Lord's power to work 
miracles, both in the Gospels and in our lives. To grow in faith is to grow in joy since the Lord whom we 

come to know is the source of our joy. rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice! 

Father in heaven, increase my faith in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ your Son that I may draw closer 
to him and see his miracles in my life and be the instrument that draws others close to Him.  
         Fr. Christopher 

Third Sunday of Advent 

What is the Identity and mission of Jesus? What is the identity and mission of John the Baptist? Both Je-
sus and John find their identity and mission in passages from the Scriptures. Meditating God's Word gives 

Jesus and John enlightenment and encouragement to accomplish that mission, even when it was difficult. 

As the mission and identity of Jesus and John the Baptist became clearer by meditating God's Word, let's 

make it our intention to read and spend some time in silence every day with Scriptures. Fr. Javier 
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 Advent Reflection 

Advent is not just preparing for the birth of our Lord at Christmas. We are living between times, the first coming when he was born 
at Bethlehem and his Second Coming at the end of time when he will judge us all. Advent gives the opportunity to reflect on the 
Second Coming-One might say Advent is concerned with two comings; our preparation for the celebration of our Lord's birth and 

preparing for his Second Coming. 

In two of the  Eucharistic Acclamations we profess our faith in our Lord's Second Coming: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and 
profess your resurrection until you come again. When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until 

you come again. 

Then again in the Creed which we profess every Sunday we proclaim: He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

In Eucharistic Prayer III after the consecration at Mass, the Body and Blood of our Lord is offered to the Father as we await the 
Second Coming of our Lord, Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial of the saving Passion of your Son, his wondrous 
resurrection and Ascension into heaven, and as we look forward to his second coming, we offer you thanksgiving this holy and 

living sacrifice. 

During the early part of Advent (until 16th December) the Church encourages us to reflect on the Second Coming of our Lord, not 
just to reflect but to prepare for it. And on each of the First Sundays of Advent in Years A, B, & C we read excerpts from a chapter 
of the Gospels where our Lord predicts the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD which can also see referring to His 

Second Coming. 

The Gospel for the First Sunday of Advent in year A, that we have already heard, our Lord says, 'As it was in Noah's day, so will it 
be when the Son of man comes. For in those days before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, 
right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this 
when the Son of Man comes. Then two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of two women at the millstone grinding, one is 

taken, one left. 

So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is coming. You may be quite sure of this, that if the house-
holder had known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he would have stayed awake and would not have allowed 
anyone to break through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour 

you do not expect'. 

As we can see the readings of the first Sunday of Advent and the Second Sunday of Advent invites us to prepare for the Lord's 
Second Coming. Now we see why in the Gospel of John encourages us to Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. 
On the third Sunday of Advent, we hear from the letter of St James, 'Be patient, Brothers, until the lord's coming'. this encourages 

us to be patient for His Coming. 

God is present with us throughout history but the Second Coming and the General Judgment will show all of history leading to 
God's final goal. We can look at history in two ways as a secular historian or look at history with God's eyes. For example, how 
would we look at the Second World War? Look at Hitler? that would be one secular view or is there an alternative way of looking 
at it. When Our Blessed Mother appeared to children at Fatima on July 13th, 1917 during the First World War she informed the 
children; 'If men do not cease offending God, another and more terrible war will break out during the Pontificate of Pius XII. When 
you see a night lit up by an unknown light, know that it is the sign God gives you that he is about to punish the world for its crimes 

by means of war, hunger and persecution of the Church and the Holy Father' 

This unknown light occurred on January 25th, 1938 and meteorologists have called it the  Northern Lights or Aurora Borealis. 
This is just one example of two ways of looking at an event in history. At the Second Coming of our Lord and the General Judg-
ment, we will see all of history leading towards God's goal. The final conquest of evil will take place when our Lord comes again 

the second time as a judge which is why we look forward to it. 

The Church invites us to long for and prepare for the Second Coming of our Lord. How many we prepare for it? By placing God 
first in our lives and loving our neighbour as ourselves. Let's begin by cleansing our hearts from sin. Re-read St Pauls letter to the 

Romans 15: 4-9; Romans 13: 11-14 and the letter of St James 5: 7-10 

Advent is not only about preparing for the celebration of our Lord's birth at Christmas.  We live between the first coming of our 
Lord when he was born at Bethlehem and his Second Coming at the end of time when he will come as Judge.  The season of 
Advent is a time to reflect on the Second Coming of our Lord. The final conquest of evil will take place when our Lord comes as 
Judge. The Second Coming will complete what our Lord began with his birth in Bethlehem, his death and resurrection. It will bring 

the fullness of salvation to the world. Christ has died, Christ is resin, Christ will come again. 

May our love for each other and of our neighbour increase as we await the coming of our Lord. Fr. Christopher  
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 This Sunday "How singing enhances your life"  

A workshop to discover how singing can help  to develop yourself, physically and mentally , no matter if you 
are  a child, an adult, or a teenager . 

Chiara Zurlo, experience singer, vocal coach and music teacher, will guide you through the fascinating world 
involved in singing.   

You will find out, with simplicity and clarity,  how singing can improve your daily-life and your well-being.  

 After the workshop, Chiara  will be performing a Christmas concert  for the community, with the participa-
tion of the "Heidi's Club", the vocal assemble founded by Chiara and her colleague Angela Tursi.  

Don't miss it! 

Bring yourself and your kids to enjoy an amazing afternoon together! 

December 15th, St Edmund Millwall 

Workshop:  15:30 -16:15 

Tea and refreshment: 16:30 -17:00 

Christmas concert... and more: 17:00 -18:00  

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

 AND TIMETABLE 

There are Christmas CARDS availa-
ble now on the table in the church’s 
porch. Please, take one for you and 
another one for your neighbour !   

Christmas timetable inside. 

 

CAFOD’s WORLD 
GIFTS 

The Catalogues are now 
available for you in our 
porch.  Please, take one 

and give as much as you 
can this Christmas. 

Your support is helping to 
bring light into so many 

lives.  

The Lord our Friend 

Our friends accept us as we are, they encourage us to change for the better. Our Lord came among sinners, but he 
did it in order to save. He healed the blind and gave them sight; he gave hope to the poor; he strengthened the 
lame; The Lord is still a friend to each one of us like that. Since we are blinded by selfishness and ignorance, and he 
offers us light through the teachings of the Church; we are poor in generosity and virtue, and he fills us with the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit; We are lame, unable to pray as we should, to love as we should, and he heals us and strengthens 
us by feeding us with bread from heaven, he nourishes us with his very self in the Eucharist. He encourages us to 
grow since he loves us far too much to leave us as we are. 

 Lord, I thank you, for the example given by John the Baptist disciples. They had doubts neither did they understand 
your plans, so they came to you for answers. We too want to do the same. I have had doubts and difficulties, but 
you have been faithful. No matter what I want to be close to you, so I ask Lord to guide my steps. Each time I try to 
evaluate my life by my standards I falter, and it's only when I realise that  I have to evaluate my life by your stand-
ards that I find the answers. Since you are truth itself. This Advent I ask you, Lord, to cleanse my mind from false and 
selfish ideas. Open my eyes to see myself and those around me as you do. 

Thank you, Lord, for your innumerable gifts and for watching over me. I shouldn't worry instead I need to seek your 
will for me. Teach me, Lord, to trust you and give the courage to be generous with others as you have been with me. 
Jesus, I Trust In You.    Amen.         Fr. Christopher  

 

Children's Mass on Christmas Eve 

Those of you who are attending Chil-
dren’s Mass on Christmas Eve at 6.30 
pm, a request is being made to dress 
your child  in white tops.   

  Fr Christopher 

Advent Prayer 

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of God 
was born of the Most-Pure Virgin Mary, at Midnight in Bethlehem, 
in piercing cold. In that hour hear my prayer and grant my desires, 
through the merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ and of His Blessed 
Mother. Amen. 



NEW PARISHIONERS — Please fill in a “Registration Form” from the Church porch and hand it in to the Office or to the Parish 

Priest. 
BLESSING OF HOMES — Contact the Parish Secretary to book a date and time. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND — Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange for a visit from the Caring & 
Sharing Group. 
BAPTISMS — Parents must attend a 2-session Baptism Formation Program (during pregnancy or after birth) – Next baptismal 
course will be on 27th January 2020 & 3rd February 2020 at 7.30pm . Please, call the office to reserve your space. Please, 

note that all baptism will be during Mass.  

WEDDINGS — Contact the Parish Priest by email or letter, even if you wish to be married elsewhere. Please give full names, 
contact details, religion of each party and whether or note either of you has been married before. The Church normally requires 
six months notice of weddings. 
WHAT HAPPENS IF I GO INTO HOSPITAL? — If you are admitted as a patient, please ensure the Chaplains’ Office is informed 
you would like to be visited by a Catholic Minister. This has to be done by you or a relative. 
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS — The Parish is completely committed to the protection from 
abuse of all children and vulnerable adults in its care. The Parish Protection Officer is Mrs Diane Winship and she should be con-
tacted directly on 07799-414-806 if you have cause for concern. The Diocesan Protection Officer may be contacted on 020-7798-
9350/07803-634-236, by email to arianna.sommariva@rcdow.org.uk or at Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SW1P 1QN. 
NEWSLETTER — You can always download it from our website. https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  
LOOP SYSTEM —The Church is fitted with “Loop” sound systems – please switch to ‘T’. 
TEXT GIVING — Simply type: Parish (then space) then MILLW. Send it to 70800. Click send. £5 will be added to your mobile 
phone bill, as a donation to the parish.  

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS Those parishioners who for medical reasons can only take Gluten Free as per their diet. We 
here at St Edmund's have Gluten Free Hosts. Should you require, see Fr. Christopher before Mass, so he could con-

secrate the hots for you.  

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk; https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  

LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:   loose:  £340.28 envelopes:  £607.96 total: £948.24 

     Standing orders in October:  £2322.00 

 Thank you for your Generosity  WRCDT Charity No: 233699 

 

Fr Christopher Silva 
Parish Priest,  

 

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 
Parish Secretary 

 
The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

CARDINAL RANJITH APPEAL—SRI LANKA 

(Easter Sunday explosions), OUR GOAL WAS TO RAISE £1000.00  

A big thank you for St Edmund School’s support— children have raised £548.85. 
WE HAVE ALREADY RAISED in total—£2995.85!!! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUSITY. The collection will be continued until Christmas. 

ST EDMUND’S 

 PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Westferry Road, Millwall E14 3RS 

020 7987 2546 

BISHOP CHALLONER  

COLLEGIATE SCHOOLS 

Commercial Road, London E1 0AB 

020 7791 9500 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

