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NEWSLETTER 

ROMAN CATHOL IC PARISH OF ST EDMUND OF ABINGDON, MILLWALL  CATHOLIC PARISH OF MILLWALL 

4th SUNDAY  

OF ADVENT  

MASS INTENTIONS  

 

December 21 2019 

6pm  -  Ints of Madden
 Family 

December 22, 2019 

9am - People of the Parish 

11am—  Sally Casey RIP 

For weekday mass intentions 
please, see the notice board on 
the left hand side of the main 

door of the church. 

Confessions on 

Saturday at 5.15-5.45pm  

or by appointment  

Readings for this & next Sunday  

1st Reading; Isaiah 7: 10-14, 

Psalm 23; 1-6, response cf w 7, 10 

2nd Reading - Romans 1:1-7 

Gospel – Mathew 1; 18-24 

1st Reading; Ecclesiasticus 3: 2-6, 12-14, 

Psalm 127; 1-5, response cf w 1 

2nd Reading - Colossians 3:12-21 

Gospel – Mathew 2; 13-15; 19-23 

NO HOLY HOUR 

On 28th December 

& 4th January  

Church decoration for 
Christmas.  

This Sunday, 22nd De-
cember after 11 am 

Mass we will need your  
help in decorating the 
church for Christmas. 

Please, help  to prepare 
our church for the special 

season. Every help is 
highly appreciated.  

A very special Christmas 
cake made by Fr Chris 
will be shared after:) 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Joseph is presented in the Gospel as the silent servant of God. He is entrusted with God's son 
and with Mary. Despite the hesitation, he takes up his vocation to be the guardian of the Re-
deemer. The Saviour of humankind is saved by a man, the 'God-with-us' needs to be welcomed 
into a family. St Joseph welcomed Jesus and Mary in his life and decided to protect them. Think, 
how you could protect those who are in need. One way would be by supporting the Crib appeal 

for the Catholic Children's Society.     Fr. Javier 

MEDITATION 

How easy it is to dismiss God when we think he is too distant or aloof from our life. How impa-
tient and impetuous we are in this regard. But Simeon lived only to regard the Messiah. The 
peace of his aged soul came from assenting to God's promise. Nothing less could console him, 
for Simeon lived without a shred of compromise or vanity. He surrendered himself fully to God's 

Word. 

In the darkness of this night, we await our Bridegroom, like the five wise and five foolish virgins. 
We do not fear that our lamps will run dry, for we came filled with the oil of divine wisdom. We 
recognise the foolishness of attempting to live by our own ideas and opinions-our own false en-

lightenment. We carry with us the light of the truth. 

It is so easy to give in to despair when God's ways fail to be our way. Like the lame man who lay 
by the sheep pool for thirty-eight years waiting for the chance to be the first to get into the stirred-
up water, we lose hope of ever being healed. We become despondent, thinking that the trials 
and anguish of our life will never change. And yet, Jesus comes to that man, not to lift him up, 

but to fill him with the strength to rise, pick up his mat, and walk. 

Do we expect enough from God? Does his hiddenness intimidate us and stir us up? Christ will 
come without delay. To meet him with joy we need only devote ourselves to the teachings of the 
Church. For that sacred doctrine fills us with the steadfastness we need to give ourselves wholly 
to God, to wait for his appearance at the wedding feast, and to respond to his miraculous power 

when we feel let down and forgotten. 

The enlightenment of our baptism fills us with the Wisdom we need to live by faith. How did Sim-
eon know that the tiny Child carried into the Temple was the Son of God? From the holiness radi-

ating from the Mother of God. United with Mary, model of the Church, we await our salvation. 

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, empty us of ourselves. Rid us of our wilfulness, our sinfulness, our pride. 
May we never be seduced by the false ideas of the world. May your truth be our glory. Let our 
lives be governed by your holy peace. May we live hidden in you as once you were hidden in the 

womb of your Mother.   Taken from the vigil of New Years' Eve, Fr. Peter John Cameron 

CRIB OFFERING 2019 

This Christmas our Crib Offering will be donated to the Catholic Children’s Society to 
support their work with disadvantaged children and families.  

This will help provide mental health services, family support and emergency grants for 
vulnerable children in our Diocese.  Thank you for your generosity.  (You can find the 
collection box next to our Crib). Fr Christopher 
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CHRISTMAS 

 Each year when Advent and Christmas come around, I am reminded of my visits to the Holy Land. The dusty roads and the 
shepherd's fields surrounded by well built Israeli settlements. The image of the crib with the new born child with Mary and Jo-
seph brings to my mind of millions of children born into poverty and those living in refugee camps and those children in Yemen 
who have no medicins and malnourished. I am reminded of all those who would be homeless, and others who would have to 

rely on food banks this Christmas and others who desperately trying to flee abusive partners. 

In taking the flesh of humanity our Lord chose to be born into such similar circumstances. The angel's voice proclaiming His birth 
to the shepherds the dregs of society and who in turn announces His birth and the visit of the Magi who humbled themselves 

before him. These are the images I recall to mind. 

I am equally reminded of that popular hymn, 'Oh Come Divine Messiah'. The words of the hymn: 

Oh come, divine Messiah,  The world in silence waits the day. When hope shall sing its triumph. And sadness flees away. 

One might say in those days life was simple as we wait in silence with the hope that good will triumph over evil and ridding our 

lives of sadness. These words are so meaningful and evoke memories of my Christmas of days gone by! 

 At Christmas, we commemorate God's coming into the world. He came for me and for all believers and non-believers alike. His 
birth should bring to you and me hope and triumph that would dispel all our sadness from our lives. As each Christmas passes 
by we might say, 'we have yet to see the triumph in our lives and our hopes dashed and we end up in despair. We ask, has the 

Messiah come? If He did where is he? Why doesn't He bring the triumph that dispels the sadness? 

The problem I believe is that we are waiting for God to literally come to us. We celebrate his birth like that of anyone of us-
offering prayers, eating, drinking and making merry. So, we will have neighbours, friends, and relatives to share in our festivities, 
but don't welcome him into our hearts and into our lives. For we fail to say, 'Lord come into my life and make your home in 

me'. He has come into the world and is in our midst but sadly we refuse to recognise Him and we fail to welcome Him. 

Being born to poor parents, into an environment of extreme poverty. Our Lord is reminding us of where he dwells, he is not to be 
found in palaces and in glamourous homes but among the poor and the poorest of the poor, the downtrodden, the sick, the dy-
ing, and the hungry, the oppressed, those who are being trafficked, those in slavery, those being abused, the refugees and asy-

lum seekers. In those whom we love and even hate. In short, he is among the masses. 

 Pause for a moment, and let's look around us to recognise our Lord born to us two thousand years ago, that He is very much 
among us in every person and in every trial and tribulation we encounter in our lives. Let us also take a moment to look around 
to recognise Him in those who do not have joy and peace in their lives. Let's do what we can to alleviate the pain and misery that 

is in their lives. Let's do what we can to give them hope that would triumph one day and wipe out the sadness in their hearts. 

We also like our Lord, have the humility to come down from our lofty positions of comfort and power to meet him in all those 
around us. If we isolate ourselves from all those around us by building a fortress with all our wealth, power, greed, selfishness 

and pride, then we shall be waiting for our Lord all our lives and it would be in vain. 

To us, his birth into the world, that is Christmas, will be another day to celebrate, to eat, drink and make merry. If this is our in-

tention then it will never become, the day when hope shall sing in triumph, and sadness flees away. 

I wish you all a blessed Christmas and a prosperous New Year. May God and the Holy Family bless you all.      Fr. Christopher  

'God-is-with-us' 

The babe in the womb of Mary is Son of God and He is in the form of a servant and yet being in the form of a servant he is Lord 
of us all. Due to his conception par-excellence, he is Lord of us all because, though he assumed human flesh it was neverthe-

less without sin. 

He was not conceived as a human being; neither was he accepted as God according to his merit, but instead God the Word-his 
essence remaining unchanged. Since he is co-eternal with the Father and the Holy Spirit-assumed our nature for the salvation of 
mankind, even though incapable of suffering, he suffered; and, unable to die, died; eternal before all ages was to be shown in 

time. Amen. 

Holy Family 

St Joseph is described as someone who had an open ear to the promptings of God in his life. Following the inspira-
tion from God, he travelled from place to place. Joseph carried Jesus into different places and situations, teaching 
his family that they should always be opened to God's will even when it means lack of comfort or stability. 

God our Father you entrusted the Holy Family to the loving care of St Joseph. Teach us, we pray, to open our lives 
to your inspiration in uncomplaining obedience. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 

 AND TIMETABLE 

There are Christmas CARDS availa-
ble now on the table in the church’s 
porch. Please, take one for you and 
another one for your neighbour !   

Christmas timetable inside. 

 

CAFOD’s WORLD 
GIFTS 

The Catalogues are now 
available for you in our 
porch.  Please, take one 

and give as much as you 
can this Christmas. 

Your support is helping to 
bring light into so many 

lives.  

Advent Prayer 

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son of God was born of the Most-Pure Virgin Mary, at Mid-
night in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. In that hour hear my prayer and grant my desires, through the merits of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ and of His Blessed Mother. Amen. 

St Edmund Primary School has done well yet again in KS2 results. We as a parish extend our congratulations to the 
Head Gail and all the staff and not forgetting the pupils. To see the results just follow the link below.  

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?
step=default&table=schools&region=211&geographic=la&for=primary&basedon=Overall%20performance&show=All%20pupils 

Parish Office will be closed until 20th January. During 
that time you can contact Fr Christopher if necessary on 
0207 987 4114 or by email, but if your business can wait, 
please, wait until I am back from my annual leave.  

This Newsletter is the last one in 2019. You can expect to 
have it again on 26th January.  

I am sorry for any inconvenience caused.       Katherine 

Children's Mass on Christmas Eve 

Those of you who are attending Children’s Mass on 
Christmas Eve at 6.30 pm, a request is being made to 
dress your child  in white tops.    Fr Christopher 

Mary Mother Of God 

Mary gave a human face to the Word so we could contemplate him. For our salvation was knit together in the womb of Mary. She 
was inseparable by the fact Mary was chosen to be Mother of the redeemer and shared in his mission, she remained at his side to 

the end on Calvary. 

Mary was so closely united to our Lord since she received from him the knowledge of the heart, the knowledge of faith,  formed by 
her experience as a Mother and by her closeness to her Son. She is the woman of faith par-excellence who made room for God in 
her heart; she is the believer capable of perceiving the gift of her Son coming at the fulness of time, and choosing the lowly path of 

human existence, entered into salvation history. This is the reason why our Lord cannot be understood without Mary. 

The Holy Mother Church holds our Lord and gives him to us with joy and generosity. As the Holy Father says, 'No manifestation of 
Christ, even the most mystical, can ever be detached from the flesh and blood of the Church, from the historical concreteness of 
the Body of Christ. Without the Church, Jesus Christ ends up as an idea, moral teaching, a feeling. Without the Church, our rela-

tionship with Christ would be at the mercy of our imagination, our interpretations, our moods.' 

Our Blessed Mother, the most perfect disciple of our Lord, the most perfect believer of our Lord and the model par-excellence of 
the pilgrim Church and she opens the way to Church's motherhood and sustains her maternal mission to all mankind. On the So-
lemnity of Mary Mother of God, 1st January,  We humbly ask her intercession that our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ may grant 

this year 2020 peace; peace in our hearts, peace in families, peace between nations and peace within nations. 

May we all look to Mary, may we contemplate her the Mother of God. Let's cry out in one accord this day 'Holy Mother of God' a 

magnificent tribute to our heavenly Mother as we welcome her into our lives and into our homes. 

I wish you all a Happy New Year and may our Blessed Mother send her blessing to each one of us. Amen 

 

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=default&table=schools&region=211&geographic=la&for=primary&basedon=Overall%20performance&show=All%20pupils
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=default&table=schools&region=211&geographic=la&for=primary&basedon=Overall%20performance&show=All%20pupils


NEW PARISHIONERS — Please fill in a “Registration Form” from the Church porch and hand it in to the Office or to the Parish 

Priest. 
BLESSING OF HOMES — Contact the Parish Secretary to book a date and time. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOUSEBOUND — Contact the Parish Secretary to arrange for a visit from the Caring & 
Sharing Group. 
BAPTISMS — Parents must attend a 2-session Baptism Formation Program (during pregnancy or after birth) – Next baptismal 
course will be on 27th January 2020 & 3rd February 2020 at 7.30pm . Please, drop an email to the  office to reserve your 

space. Please, note that all baptism will be during Mass.  

WEDDINGS — Contact the Parish Priest by email or letter, even if you wish to be married elsewhere. Please give full names, 
contact details, religion of each party and whether or note either of you has been married before. The Church normally requires 
six months notice of weddings. 
WHAT HAPPENS IF I GO INTO HOSPITAL? — If you are admitted as a patient, please ensure the Chaplains’ Office is informed 
you would like to be visited by a Catholic Minister. This has to be done by you or a relative. 
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS — The Parish is completely committed to the protection from 
abuse of all children and vulnerable adults in its care. The Parish Protection Officer is Mrs Diane Winship and she should be con-
tacted directly on 07799-414-806 if you have cause for concern. The Diocesan Protection Officer may be contacted on 020-7798-
9350/07803-634-236, by email to arianna.sommariva@rcdow.org.uk or at Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SW1P 1QN. 
NEWSLETTER — You can always download it from our website. https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  
LOOP SYSTEM —The Church is fitted with “Loop” sound systems – please switch to ‘T’. 
TEXT GIVING — Simply type: Parish (then space) then MILLW. Send it to 70800. Click send. £5 will be added to your mobile 
phone bill, as a donation to the parish.  

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS Those parishioners who for medical reasons can only take Gluten Free as per their diet. We 
here at St Edmund's have Gluten Free Hosts. Should you require, see Fr. Christopher before Mass, so he could con-

secrate the hots for you.  

Diocese of Westminster 

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund of Abingdon, Millwall 
297 Westferry Road, Millwall. E14 3RS 

Telephone: 020-7987-4114; Email: millwall@rcdow.org.uk; https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/  

LAST WEEK’S  COLLECTIONS:   loose:  £396.95 envelopes:  £421.36 total: £818.31 

     Standing orders in October:  £2322.00 

 Thank you for your Generosity  WRCDT Charity No: 233699 

 

Fr Christopher Silva 
Parish Priest,  

 

Mrs Katherine Woznicka 
Parish Secretary 

 
The office may be contacted by phone: 

Monday to Friday 9am-2pm 

Closed on Bank Holidays 

CARDINAL RANJITH APPEAL—SRI LANKA 

(Easter Sunday explosions), OUR GOAL WAS TO RAISE £1000.00  

A big thank you for St Edmund School’s support— children have raised £548.85. 
WE HAVE ALREADY RAISED in total—£3145.85!!! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUSITY. The collection will be continued until Christmas. 

ST EDMUND’S 

 PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Westferry Road, Millwall E14 3RS 

020 7987 2546 

BISHOP CHALLONER  

COLLEGIATE SCHOOLS 

Commercial Road, London E1 0AB 

020 7791 9500 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/millwall/

